This Is The Way......

A good home makeover takes at least several
months so why not take 40 days of Lent to radically
renovate our hearts and lives for Jesus? We hope that in
reading each devotion that our faith will be renewed as
we follow the essential building blocks of the way of
Jesus. May our foundation become shaped by the cross
of Jesus because "This Is The Way..."
Pastor Michelle

"Think of yourselves the way Christ Jesus thought of
himself...." Phillppians 2:5 (The Message)

February 18th: Joel 2:12-15
“Even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with all your heart”
What would you say has been the main focus of the world’s attention
for the past year? For me, the answer would be Covid. It seemed no
matter what I was trying to focus on throughout the day; the Covid
pandemic would always end up sneaking its way back into my thoughts,
leading to worry. There were so many unknowns, so many deaths, so
much controversy over mask-wearing and government mandates.
Personally, I was also worried over the health of family members as well
as mourning over losses of memorable moments and experiences for
my children. Let’s face it, even with a vaccine, not much of that worry
has been rectified yet.
As I read the scripture above in preparation to write this devotion, I
began to wonder what it would be like to turn to God with all of my
heart. I began to imagine how different my days would look if the time
and space I had allowed for Covid over the past year, I would now open
up for God. I am living in the second half of my life, and each year
seems to go by more quickly than the last. I need to remind myself
regularly that I truly only have the moment I am in, and it is God’s
desire for me to spend that moment trusting and obeying God. In this
Lenten season, I am choosing to return to God, and I am hopeful that a
year from now, I will be able to say that the main focus of my attention
has been God and noticing all of the greatness and gifts I am
surrounded by in God’s creation.
Dear God, I pray that I am more attuned to Your still small voice than to the
world’s loud and chaotic voice. May I put my full trust in You, and obey
Your Way, which is always the way to true freedom. In Jesus’ holy and
blessed name, I pray. Amen.
Sally Mesibov

February 19th: Psalm 51:6-8
“You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret
heart. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter
than snow. Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have crushed
rejoice.
Honesty and humility coupled with faith. Oh so easy to say yet oh so hard to
do sometimes. It takes real honesty to admit our mistakes, real humility to
say I was wrong, and to ask for forgiveness. It can be so much easier to
keep going, trying to pretend it really did not happen or we really did not
mean it. To bear our souls to ourselves and to God and to ask forgiveness is
the only way to climb out of the hole that we sometimes create. But God
loves a contrite spirit and he will forgive us if we can only bring ourselves to
take this first step. This is the miracle of faith.
In this Psalm, sometimes called a prayer for Forgiveness and Pardon or the
”Sinner’s Guide”, the great King David has committed an unspeakable sin but
his prayer for forgiveness is equally big. He knows he has sinned, his heart is
contrite and he knows that forgiveness can only come from God in his
mercy and through his infinite love for his people. Not only is this Psalm a
testament to David’s recognition that forgiveness and reconciliation can only
come from God, but it is also an equally strong demonstration of David’s
great faith that God will indeed forgive him.
If we can only muster that honesty, humility, and faith, so many good things
will happen. First, where there is truth, God will give wisdom, a true gift from
God. Wisdom to go forth and do better. Second, knowing that you are
forgiven can bring overwhelming joy and gratitude. You sense a freedom
from your transgressions, that your prayers have been answered and you
have received divine grace. David sees it as a joy comparable to the pleasure
one would feel from the instantaneous healing of crushed bones. And when
you are forgiven, it will be easier for you to forgive others, to show the same
mercy that has been afforded you. God deserves our faith.
Oh God, help us to realize that you are always there, ready and willing to heal
our souls. Give us the wisdom to have the faith in you and your infinite love that
you deserve. Amen.
Betty Hunter

WEEK ONE – RADICAL
RENOVATION (2/21 – 2/27)
“The house of my soul is too small for You to
enter: make it more spacious by your coming.
It lies in ruins: rebuild it. Some things are to be
found there which will offend your gaze; I
confess this to be so and know it well. But
who will clean my house? To whom but
yourself can I cry?
(St. Augustine, The Confessions, p. 6)

Feb, 22nd : Genesis 9:8-10
Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him: “I now establish
my covenant with you and with your descendants after you 10 and with
every living creature that was with you — the birds, the livestock and
all the wild animals, all those that came out of the ark with you —
every living creature on earth.
Maybe because I’m an eternal optimist, I never expected to live through a
plague. Well, here we are in Lent 2021, grieving over the devastation
wreaked by COVID-19 and praying for effective vaccines. Still, amid
incredible sorrow, we cling to the blessing of the covenant that God
promised to Noah and his sons and descendants in Genesis 9: 8-10.
Some scholars interpret the Genesis flood as a reversal of the creation
story: God was ticked off enough to conclude it was necessary to destroy
the world, or at least put it into a horrible watery mess. Then, God would
rebuild a new world, using the symbolism of the ark filled with Noah’s family
and all those cool animals.
In the process, he delivered the eternal promise of a covenant in a
wonderfully direct way to a real guy, Noah, who did good
things and bad things just like the rest of us, along with the rest of his family
and all of humankind.
That means a fresh start for you and me and all people of the Earth. Even
when we mess up, like Noah did when he over consumed some wine from
his new vineyard.
Thankfully, God pledged in Verse 11 to not send another earth-destroying
flood. That is a great blessing. There are parts of my life I’d like to see
flooded, never to appear again. Being quick to anger and being too
judgmental come to mind.
There are also parts of the world I’d love to see flooded, like COVID-19’s
misery. God’s covenant, cited about 280 times in the Old Testament, gives
me hope that I can rebuild, and society can rebuild, despite all of our human
flaws. Thanks be to God.
Dave Mildenberg

Feb, 23rd : Mark 1:14
“After John was in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of
God.”
WOW!! And so it begins. This verse is so succinct, yet powerful. This is
essentially the starting point of Jesus’ ministry. As we are focusing on
transformations and “do-overs”, I think this single verse captures the big
moment that initiated the greatest make-over the world was given by God
through Jesus - our salvation.
In scripture context, Jesus had just recently been baptized and received the
Holy Spirit with God giving his absolute approval. I think about all the
preparation that led to this moment. Just in our own lives, we may make a
career choice, study, train, interview and launch into a new job. We go
forward, giving that job our best effort. Think how Jesus must have felt in this
moment. We don’t know much about his childhood, but we know he put the
work into learning the scriptures and living an exemplary life.
After his baptism, he was filled with The Spirit and got the biggest “thumbs
up” from His Father, our God. I think about my baptism and how my heart
felt at that moment. I felt so elated and eager to share my story with others.
Even though Jesus was without flaw, I believe he still must have felt an
overwhelming fullness in his heart and was so ecstatic and eager to spread
the good news. So here he is, without John’s help, to start his “new job”.
The next physical steps he took to preach in a village near his home started
his journey to the cross. Those first steps allowed the world to learn about
God through his Son, to open up our hearts to have a personal relationship
with God, to find salvation, and give us eternal life - our biggest
transformation
.
Prayer: Dear God, We are here as Christians today because of Jesus’ journey. Let
us go forth in our discipleship, in our words and actions, with the excitement that
we are filled with the Spirit and have You smiling down on us. Like him, help us
remember we don’t have to go great distances. We, too, can start near our
neighborhood, but we need to remember our job of spreading the word of God
to help lead others to the great make-over in their lives. Amen.
Allyson Utter

Feb, 24th : Psalm 51:10
"Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me."
The YouTube DIY expert opened the front door to her new home, a derelict
1910 farmhouse in the Texas countryside. Her eyes were shining. 'Look at
the transom windows! The ceilings must be 12 feet high! And beadboard
walls!' She smiled when she pulled back the carpet to reveal stained and
scarred wooden planks. Original floors!
I, the viewer, saw the water-logged plaster, jerry-rigged porches and
unsteady foundation and shook my head. But this woman had a vision. She
would turn this neglected, ramshackle place into a home.
I followed her for a year as she and her husband labored. She said that the
house 'spoke' to her. It told her where the pantry closet should go, and sure
enough, in that space they discovered a long-boarded up window that now
brings light into the tidy little storage room. She uncovered a walled-up
fireplace in the dining room. Over time, they tackled the project room by
room and gradually brought stability, warmth and new life into the old
farmhouse. They're still working on the upstairs. They aren't 'flippers' looking
for a quick profit with a total gut-job and on-trend updates. This house is
their permanent dwelling-place, strengthened and renewed but still under
renovation, its character and scars on display.
It is a short step to imagine the house of our souls as Christ's home, and to
despair at the dereliction inside us. But no matter how ruined and broken
we are, he hears our prayers to be made clean, whole, stable and plumb. He
promises that we are worth the price and sees our potential for beauty. He
won't flip us and then sell us to the highest bidder; he intends to set up
housekeeping within us. And he will care for us, continue to renew us, and
never abandon us. What wondrous love is this!
Thank you for finding me worthy of renovation, for seeing me as I can be, as you
created me to be. Thank you for listening to my prayer, even as I am derelict in
my devotion to you. Create a clean heart in me; open up the boarded windows to
let in light; tear down the walls covering hearths to radiate warmth. Shape me
into a suitable dwelling place for your Spirit, now and always. Amen.
Lois Kilkka

Feb, 25th : Luke 22:19-20
And he took the bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them saying,
“This is my body given for you, do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way,
after the supper, he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, which is poured out for you.”
How many times have I heard today’s scripture during communion? If I sit
very still, I can hear these words roll off the tongues of countless pastors in
countless churches during my lifetime. They are familiar and expected
reminders of Jesus' broken body and bloodshed to save us from our sins.
The Bible doesn’t describe the reaction of the disciples to these words, but I
feel certain they were neither familiar nor expected.
Normally the Passover meal ends with hope for the coming Messiah, so now
was the time for a radical new promise. Jesus would save us all from our sins
by giving his own life, and all we have to do is accept it. What an amazing gift!
I really need this reminder more than ever right now. Life is so complicated
as I try to do all the things that need to be done while quarantined in my
house. It has taken some radical new methods to make it work, and in the
process I have grown in ways I could not have expected in my old familiar
life. Things are complicated, but isn’t it wonderful that we can count on Jesus
to save us through it all?
My favorite communion anthem is “Taste and See” by Michael Helman. You
may have heard the Dilworth Choir sing it or the handbells ring it before.
Below is one of the verses I like best. I hope you enjoy reading the words
and listening to the music.
“Taste and see, taste and see the goodness of the Lord,
Bread of life, a cup of salvation, come to the banquet of love.
Lord, you rule o’er all creation, tending all with a loving hand,
You gave your son, the Bread of Life, loving God we give you glory!”
Katie McCraw

Feb, 26th : 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:2
“We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who
had no sin to be sin[b] for us so that in him we might become the righteousness
of God. As God’s co-workers, we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. For
he says, “In the time of my favor I heard you, and on the day of salvation I helped
you.” I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.”
In the show “Extreme Home Makeover,” families are given the opportunity to
accept the gift of a brand new, completely gorgeous home created just for
them. All they have to do is accept the opportunity, give up their old home,
and leave for a few days.
How disappointing would it be if a year later, the crew from the show came
back to a “home makeover” house only to find it overgrown, destroyed, or
abandoned? It would be as if the free gift had been “in vain.”
Christ has given each of us a gift that is near-incomprehensible in size. He
gave up his perfection, took up our burden of sin on himself, and died on a
cross so that “in him, we might become the righteousness of God.” This is
something none of us could accomplish on our own, but only by God’s
amazing grace.
Some of us need to put aside our pride and accept this free gift, an
“extreme makeover.” Others of us may need to reflect on our reception and
care of this “grace.” As God’s co-workers, are we excitedly living out the
grace that we have been gifted? Or are our hearts overgrown with sin and
filled with dirt and debris due to a lack of attention to this gift?
Lord, we thank you for the gift of abundant grace that we do not deserve. We
pray that this gift of grace would not be in vain but that our lives would reflect
this grace in the world.

Lynn Fayssoux

Feb, 27th : Pslam 25:4-6
"Show me your ways, Lord,
teach me your paths.
Guide me in your truth and teach me,
for you are God my Savior,
and my hope is in you all day long."
As a newlywed couple living in a small house, Bill and I took on several
renovation projects. Long on do-it-yourself enthusiasm, we painted walls,
went to a Home Depot class on how to tile a bathroom, and (wisely) saved
for professionals to install a dishwasher. In fact, we didn’t finish the last
session of pre-marital counseling because we were trying to get the tile
installation finished. My aunt told me that if we could tile a bathroom
together, we probably could get by without whatever was covered in the last
part of the pre-marital counseling.
In the passage today, the Psalmist is asking God for action: Show me, Guide
me, Teach me. These are the things we asked of our Home Depot
instructor. Show me how to measure tile; Guide me how to use the saw;
Teach me how to spread the grout.
When we follow the Psalmist’s example of asking God to Show, Guide, and
Teach us, we open ourselves to instruction from the saints that God puts in
our path.
We are surrounded near and far by Dilworth saints who can encourage us,
join us and share with us in our attempts at renovation. Let us have our
eyes open for the everyday saints in the orange aprons.

Amy Watson

WEEK TWO – CROSS-SHAPED
LIFE (2/28 – 3/6)
“Almighty God, who most dear Son went not
up to joy but first he suffered pain, and
entered not into glory before he was crucified;
Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of
the cross, may find it none other than the
3/14; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
Amen“

(Book of Common Prayer, 1979, p. 220

March 1st: Mark 8:34-38
Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said:
“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up
their cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it,
but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it. What
good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or
what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? If anyone is ashamed
of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of
Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his Father’s glory with
the holy angels.”.
When we consider denying ourselves, it sounds daunting. To deny
our temptations. Our fears. Our preconceived notions. Our
selfishness. To look outside of ourselves and down the path of
salvation with reckless abandonment is not as easy as following the
rules of a “good” Christian—there’s a reason Jesus tells us to take up
our cross, rather than to simply look at the cross placed before us at
the altar. To take up our crosses looks different for every person,
but the common thread is this: Once we decide to take up our
crosses and direct our attention to living through God, the load on
our backs lightens as we leave our worldly selves behind.
Dear Heavenly Father,
Teach us to deny ourselves of the worldly matters that blur our vision of
You. Provide us with the strength to lift up our crosses on our journey
towards You. Protect us from distraction and temptation that drowns
out Your calling of our names. Show us the salvation born out of living in
Your name and by Your teachings. Amen.
Emily Holler

March 2nd: Galatians 2:19-20
"For through the law, I died to the law so that I might live for God. I have been crucified with
Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me."
In this passage, Paul is writing a letter to the church—or group of Christ-followers—in
Galatia, who are experiencing a massive internal conflict, known as the Jewish-Gentile
controversy. They are pondering how to best live like Jesus, whether that means following
Jewish law, disregarding those laws altogether, or someplace in between. Paul—who before
interacting with Jesus was bound to the laws and even attempted to imprison those who
did not strictly follow—is now completely changed. Jesus intentionally picked Paul, the man
who was dead set in his obligation to the law, to give this message to all of us. Each action
of Jesus is so calculated, so conscious, so deliberate, that even his messengers are the
perfect fit for the job. Through Paul, Jesus tells us that God wants to save us all. God knows
that we are inherently imperfect beings; even with laws in place, God knows we cannot
follow them fully and that even if we try, we will still fail, we will still sin.
God's recognition of this becomes clear in His actions. Sending His Son to the cross was an
intention that gives us an opportunity to live in Christ, as He lives in us. Our faithfulness in
Jesus is, as Paul reminds us, the only way to be made righteous by God. Essentially, our
desires to live through Christ should be an internal, passionate dedication to living through
Christ and allowing Him to live through us.
Immediately after reading this passage, a question came to my mind. Does this mean that
we can just ignore the laws set in place as long as we are one with Christ? Why do laws exist
if we are "immune" to them? Put perfectly in Matthews 5:17, "Do not think that I have come
to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them."
God does not want us to disregard laws of the land, but he knows that merely following the
law is insufficient; we must intentionally, consciously, deliberately make a choice to rid
ourselves of our old dedication to the law, as Paul has done, and have faith in Jesus and live
through Him and Him alone.
This passage provides me with an overwhelming sense of joy. God so effortlessly invites us
into his following, letting us know that even when (yes, when not if) we make mistakes, we
can be forgiven, so long as we try our very best to follow the law while accepting him into
our lives. That is certainly something to celebrate.
Dear God, We thank you for saving us through your grace through our faith in Christ. We still try
to wrap our minds around Jesus each day, His willingness to take the punishment for our sins
and to rise again only to give each of us His eternal life. God, sometimes we question how to best
thank you, how to best live through you, how to best serve you. Through Paul, we know your
word and unquestionable love for us, which allows us to know you by accepting Christ into our
lives and having faith in Him. We ask today that you help us decide which part of us need to be
born again, as Paul was by your word? We thank you for your love, your word, and your mercy.
Amen.

Chloe Appleby

March 3rd: Genesis 17:1-7
"When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him and said, “I am God
Almighty[a]; walk before me faithfully and be blameless. Then I will make my covenant
between me and you and will greatly increase your numbers.”Abram fell facedown, and God
said to him, “As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the father of many nations.
No longer will you be called Abram[b]; your name will be Abraham,[c] for I have made you a
father of many nations. I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will
come from you. I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you
and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of
your descendants after you."
Like many Christians, I wear a cross necklace. It dangles around my neck most days whether I'm working from home, going out (which, let's be honest, is infrequent), or
going to a play or fundraiser (nonexistent). The necklace is so much a part of me that
when I don't have it on (being repaired, cleaned, or wearing other jewelry), I find myself
grasping for it around my neck. It's a part of me like my wedding rings and watch. I've
worn the necklace during the darkest times of my life and during the happiest. At the
end of the day, I realize it's just a piece of pretty metal - it doesn't have special powers.
But the cross is more than a piece of jewelry; it's also an outward sign to the world of
who I am: A Christian. Because my gift is not evangelism, my necklace is my way of
showing people who I am. I subscribe to the prayer of St Francis, "Preach the Gospel at
all times, if necessary, use words." When people see the cross around my neck, I'm
actually showing people who I am without preaching. It's my hope that when people see
me wear the necklace, their assumptions about Christians may be quelled. Instead,
when they see me wearing the necklace, they see someone who is open, kind, and
funny. I hope they also see someone like them - someone who struggles with questions,
doesn't have answers, and is constantly striving to be a better person, and in turn, a
better Christian.
My necklace is also an invitation to evangelize to those who may have questions. When
people ask, I am honest about my faith journey, the questions I'll never have answers to,
and my imperfect walk with Christ. Lastly, this beautiful piece of metal is a reminder of
the best part of me: A faithful daughter of Christ and the light I want to show to the
world. Similarly, in verse 7, God calls us to show outward signs of who we are as we walk
in the way that needs to light.
God, please teach me to be a better Christian, not afraid to speak of my faith and use it to
help others who have questions. Allow me to have an open heart, willingness to listen, and
use words if necessary.

Dulcinea Kimrey

March 4th: Peter 3:18-22
"For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in
order to bring you[b] to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the
spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in
former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the
building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water.
And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the
body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels,
authorities, and powers made subject to him."
What makes me feel alive in the spirit? When I think about this question, my first
thoughts are of when I feel distanced from the Holy Spirit. The feeling of being
alone. When I lose something or someone I love, times that I keep fears about
someone I love being sick or hurting to myself; when a relationship that’s
important to me is damaged because of a mistake I’ve made. Recently, there are
also lots of feelings of disappointment and being sad that I’m sure everyone can
relate to because we’re having to miss out on lots of the things that bring us joy our favorite activities, spending time with friends and family. It stinks!
What’s different for all of us is how it impacts each of us. For me, it creates lots of
anxiety. Anxiety has always been part of my life, yet sometimes I can be in a
situation when I expect anxiety to overwhelm me like a bubble that’s going to
burst right out of me. Instead, it’s like God is standing right beside me, and it
feels like His strong arms are wrapped around me as if to prove He’s my
guardian. These are the times that I feel most alive in the spirit. The times that I
know, without a doubt, that I’m finding calm through my faith and my Savior’s love
for me. Jesus gave up His flesh and became one in spirit with His Father to prove
to us that God's love for the world is constant. It is always there to hold us no
matter how much anxiety, fear, loss, sadness, or depression we experience. I feel
the Holy Spirit most when my family surrounds me and the others in my life that
love and support me.
Lord, I pray that we are all able to find what makes us all feel the most alive in your
Spirit. That we can all feel safe, comfortable, happy, and loved. In your name, we
pray, Amen.

Hannah Walker

March 5th: Mark 8:31-33
. Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo
great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and
the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again He said
all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to
rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked
Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your
mind not on divine things but on human things
Jesus explains to his disciples how the “Son of Man” (savior)
must be rejected by elders and priests, killed, and rise from
the dead three days later. Peter, who is shocked and cannot
imagine life without Jesus, takes Jesus aside and tries to
convince him otherwise or talk him out of it. Still, Jesus calls
Peter out in front of all the disciples and even refers to him as
Satan (because in this moment, he is rejecting Jesus). Although
Peter is just trying to prevent Jesus from being hurt, Jesus is
upset because Peter is prioritizing his own emotions (human
concerns) over the process Jesus must complete to become
the Messiah (God’s concerns). Sometimes we have to make
tough decisions, like how Peter didn’t want to let go of Jesus.
Although God forgives us, we sometimes make poor decisions
that hurt/disobey God.
During the season of Lent, I pray for God’s assistance in helping us
put his needs in front of our own, even when it is challenging.
Amen.

Jake Jeffries

March 6th: Romans 4:19-25
"He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body,
which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred
years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s
womb. No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of
God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being
fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.
Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now
the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake
alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in
him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed
over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our
justification."
This verse comes at the end of a passage about Abraham. He
had incredible faith that he and his wife, Sarah, would have
children, just as God had promised, even though they were
both very old (Abraham was 100!). I love verse 21, which says
that he was "fully persuaded that God had the power to do
what he had promised." Abraham indeed became a father,
and he was "credited with righteousness" because he was
faithful. But wait, there's more -- Abraham was indeed a great
example of faith, but Paul reminds us that that same
righteousness is available to us, too. Jesus already made the
sacrifice, and all you have to do is put your faith in Him.
God, thank you for keeping your promises. Thank you for sending
Jesus as my justification.

Mariel Findlay

WEEK THREE –
SERVANTHOOD (3/7-3/13)
“I don’t know what your destiny will be, but
one thing I know: the only ones among you
who will be really happy are those who will
have sought and found how to serve”
(Dr. Albert Schweitzer in “Returning: A
Spiritual Journey”, p. 201)

March 8th : Mark 9:35
“So you want first place? Then take the last place. Be the servant of all.”
The following well-known words from John Wesley sum up what it
means to be last and the servant of all:
“Do all the good you can,
By all the means you can,
In all the ways you can,
In all the places you can,
At all the times you can,
To all the people you can,
As long as ever you can.”
Though they are famous and often repeated, they are not often
followed. Not by me, at least. I try here and there but I confess that I
have not loved all of my neighbors with my whole heart in all the
ways, places, times, or by all the means that I can. I am called to try
again and again, to put God’s ranking system above the world’s
egotistical system. In God’s system, love is the foundational need for
all words, thoughts, and actions.
So…
Want to be first? Go and sit with the elderly.
Want to be first? Donate your time and money to issues that
support Black and Indigenous groups.
Want to be first? Eat a meal with the homeless.
Want to be first? Have a conversation with your Muslim neighbor,
not to convert, but to understand.
Want to be first? Tend to the sick.
Want to be first? Invite your LGBTQIA+ family member to share their
story. Listen.
Want to be first? Stand up for the autistic coworker who gets left out
of conversations or decisions.
Want to be first? Love. Then love some more.
God, our Light and Life, help me to be your servant. Allow me to feel the
needs of all people around me. Give me the strength to perform
courageous acts of love. Amen.
Anna Sink

March 9th : Philippians 2:5-11
Have this attitude in yourself which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in
the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied
Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. Being
found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point
of death, even death on a cross. For this reason also, God highly exalted Him and
bestowed on Him the name which is above every name. So that at the name of Jesus,
every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and
every tongue confess that Jesus Chris is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
As I prepare my heart for Easter, the celebration of Jesus’ resurrection, I need to
pause and reflect on the transformation He went through to serve and save me. He
was fully God and became fully man. Before I can experience the joy of His
resurrection, I must acknowledge His sacrificial death. As a man, Jesus commanded
us to love one another, just as He loved us (John 15:12), and to love our neighbor as
ourselves (Mark 12:31). He lived out these commandments by taking the place of
my sins. He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even
death on a cross.
I am promised in John 3:16 that whoever believes in Jesus will not perish but have
eternal life. Verse 17 continues, For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but to save the world through him. When Jesus emptied
himself and took the form of a man, he knew it would ultimately lead to death. But
in His death, I would have life everlasting!
As Christ’s image-bearer, I am called to demonstrate the same humble obedience.
Through my words and actions, I can find ways to serve my loved ones and my
community so that at the name of Jesus, every knee will bow and every tongue
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.
Dear God,
Thank you for loving me so dearly that you would allow your one and only Son to
experience death in order to save me. Your sacrifice is beyond anything my selfish heart
can comprehend. Please help me recognize opportunities today where I can share your
love through an act of service. Stir in my heart a desire for service not only today but
every day, so that I may have the same attitude as Christ Jesus. Thank you for the
opportunity to reflect on your love for me this Lenten season. Amen.
Melissa King

March 10th : Mark 10:42-45
Jesus called them together and said, "You know that those who are regarded as rulers of
the Gentiles LORD it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them.
43Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your
servant, 44and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man
did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."
These verses were about servanthood. it was inspiring to me. It made me think
about how I should help others in need instead of thinking about myself. How I
could relate to this in my everyday life is by helping other people and doing things
for others. I feel like I can easily relate to these verses because sometimes I think of
myself first and what I want (clothes, shoes, Haagen Dazs ice cream) instead of
thinking about what other people don’t have.
What I am trying to say is that it is not always a bad idea to think about others
before yourself. You should give more and want less and serve others and not
serve yourself. I can give money to the church, acolyte, participate in youth group
and cook for the homeless. I feel like I have a lot to be thankful for and grateful for
in life and I am very fortunate.
Dear God, thank you for everything you have done for us. Help us to want less and to be
a servant to others. Amen
Sarah Scott

March 11th : Isaiah 42:1-4
"Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom
my soul delights; I have put my Spirit upon him; he will
bring forth justice to the nations."

Show Love
Everlasting God
Respect Others
Volunteer
Encourage Everyone
Lord,
Please renew me during this Lenten season with a
desire to entrust my life with You. Please help me to use
my life to serve others as Your son Jesus did.
Amen.
Sallie Long

March 12th : Philippians 4:4-9
“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all.
The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally,
brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think
about such things. Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me
—put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.”
One awesome thing that has really been special to me this year is learning scripture
and using it alongside the Chronicles of Narnia. It reminds me to take time to Rejoice in
the ways that God can speak to us through lovely and noble ways. Graham and Sydney
have been some of my most faithful participants in this bible study. The words and
insights that they share help me to listen to God. It makes the God voice bigger and the
anxious voices smaller.
When we take time to have discussions on this story that brings us joy, we are able to
have conversations that are true, noble, and help us focus on being thankful for who
God is. In our discussions, we have been reminded of how God is our creator and how
awesome it is that we serve a very big God.
I hope their words on this verse speak to you in the same way they often speak to me.
When Graham read this verse here was his response about how we should pray. He
said "Thinking of nice ways to pray, thinking of good things, not bad things. For
example, not "Can I please have some chocolate?" Instead, praying "Thank you God for
the food we do have."
This reminds me of our times in Narnia, thinking about Edmund. Edmund if you don’t
know happens to lose sight of what is right in The Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe.
He is heavily tempted by a candy, Turkish Delight, by a wicked person. In desiring this
candy, and a life for himself where he can be more special than his siblings, Edmund
starts to care more about himself, than his brothers and sisters. He becomes selfish by
thinking about selfish things. So when we focus on God as in control and choose to be
thankful and come to him, we aren’t as easily lead astray by our own selfish desires that
could be bad for us, like how Graham says, wishing for chocolate, when what we need
is our healthy meal.
It is great to have a God that we can come to and who can help shape our thoughts,
curb our anxieties, and perfect us with love.
Prayer by Sydney: Dear God, Thank you for your beauty and the love. Help others that are
having a hard time. Amen.
Graham Ritzer, Sydney Ritzer, and Ms. Ashton

March 13th : Romans 12:3
God has given me a special gift, and that is why I have something to say to each one of you.
Don’t think that you are better than you really are. You must see yourself just as you are.
Decide what you are by the faith God has given each of us.
“Move a muscle, change a thought.” That’s the advice that a dear friend always gives
me whenever I call to vent about something or when I’m feeling down in the dumps and
full of self-pity. Of course, first, she listens to me go on and on and on about whatever
injustice I’ve endured that prompted the phone call. But as soon as I’m done, she
reminds me that all of my problems are problems of privilege and that I should be
grateful I don’t have REAL problems. She also reminds me that whenever I’m in a state
of self-pity or anger, I’m basically 100% focused on SELF. In other words, I’m selfabsorbed. Ouch! But isn’t it true? The crazy thing is, being self-absorbed is actually no
fun. It’s pretty miserable. When I’m self-absorbed, I’m usually thinking of something I
want (and don’t have), regretting the past, or worrying about the future. Then she
recommends that I do something unheard of: take action (move a muscle) by
performing an act of service, which gets me out of my own head. Acts of service do not
have to be profound.
Here are just a few examples of my go-to acts of service:
·
Call someone going through a tough time, not mentioning any of my problems
·
Volunteer with Room in the Inn or Habitat or any other charitable organization
·
Put my phone away and spend quality time with my daughter doing what she
wants to do
·
Send out birthday cards for the month
·
Pay for the car behind me in the Starbucks drive-through
·
Call my parents just to say I was thinking of them (again, not mentioning any of my
problems)
As I read the Romans passage and the quote from Dr. Schweitzer, it reminded me of
my wise friend who is so wonderful at bringing me back to the reality of my life, which
is:
a)
God has shown me great mercy, for which I am grateful.
b)
I have a healthy, strong body and it is my vehicle for worshiping God.
c)
Whenever I’m full of self-pity or otherwise self-absorbed, choosing to move a
muscle / perform an act of service will change my perspective.
d)
Doing so, will make me happy….and God too.
Ginger Henderson

WEEK FOUR - SURRENDER
(3/14 – 3/20)
“Every time you make a choice you are turning the central part
of you, the part of you that chooses, into something a little
different from what it was before. And taking your life as a
whole, with all your innumerable choices, all your life long you
are slowly turning this central thing either into a heavenly
creature or into a hellish creature: either into a creature that is
in harmony with God, and with its fellow creature, and with
itself, or else into one that is in a state of war and hatred with
God, and with its fellow creature, and with itself . . . . Each of us
at each moment is progressing to the one state or the other.”
(C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, p. 87)

March 15th: Luke 18:22-23
When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “There is still one thing lacking. Sell all that you own and
distribute the money[a] to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” But
when he heard this, he became sad, for he was very rich.

I read the parable of the rich young ruler to my son Troy and asked him what message he
took from it. Very quickly, Troy said, “It reminds me of when I was in lower school, and they
would say, ‘When you think that you are done, you have only just begun.’” Wow. This
parable can be pretty difficult to digest, what with the selling of your possessions and it still
being so difficult to enter the kingdom of God and all. While Troy’s lower school teachers
were likely talking about showing your work in math or fleshing out a book report, “When
you think that you are done, you have only just begun” can also apply to leading a Christian
life. The message that Troy took from this passage is worth considering as a positive
takeaway!
The ruler asks Jesus what he must do to inherit eternal life. Via the dialogue between Jesus
and the ruler, we learn or are reminded of several Christian tenets. Jesus tells the ruler that
God is the only good one and that the ruler should follow the commandments. The ruler,
clearly thinking that he has always followed all the rules, promptly responds so. But, “he
has only just begun.” Jesus recognizes the ruler’s wealth and position, but more
importantly, recognizes the attachment the ruler has to these things over his commitment
to God. Jesus tells him to sell it all, give the proceeds to the poor and follow Jesus. The
ruler cannot, or chooses not to, do this and turns away in sorrow. The disciples hearing the
dialogue, wonder whether anyone can be saved. Jesus assures them that God can make
anything possible, and those who follow God will be rewarded.
To lead a Christian life is to follow the commandments in your heart, mind, and actions, yes,
but you are not done. You have only begun. To lead a Christian life is to pay attention to
those things to which you have become attached. These are the things that may prevent
you from moving closer to God and the person he wants you to be. The ruler was attached
to wealth, but your thing could be social status, career, comfort, physicality, status quo, fear
of change, or any number of other things. Like us, the disciples know right away how hard
it is to loosen these attachments as they pull us away from God. When the disciples ask
Jesus, “Who then can be saved?,” we receive Biblical reassurance that God is there to help
us turn away from our attachments and to reward us in ways we cannot imagine.
As Christians, when we think that we are done, we recognize that we have only just begun,
and with God’s help, we can learn to release our attachments and challenge ourselves and
our views to become the people God wants us to be.

Julie Szecker

March 16th: Psalm 107:19
Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, and he saved them from their distress.

I can think of a lot of things and activities we’ve all surrendered or given up over the past
year. Instead of thinking about the things we didn’t do last year, I started writing a list of
2020 “Firsts”…the first time I’ve gone all year without having to put on a bathing suit, the first
time I played a card game with a dog, the first time I had to figure out ways to learn, teach,
work, and lead remotely, etc. Looking back on the year, these are ways that God saved me
from the distress of everything going on. I came to peace knowing that it wasn’t all
surrender; there were a lot of firsts in 2020. I’ve learned to communicate with and trust in
my teammates, colleagues, family members, and friends in different ways than I’ve had to
before. I wrote a lengthy letter to a close friend when her dad died, and no one could
attend his memorial, when what I really wanted to do was put everything down, drive to
Pittsboro and be a physical comfort to her and her family. This pandemic has done a lot to
us over the past year, but we’re entering a season of hope. There are, however, many
people in our community who are not hopeful, who are distrustful, who are living scared.
Recently I attended a webinar with several community and healthcare leaders discussing
apprehension around the COVID-19 vaccine in communities of color. One of the speakers
brought up this verse and talked about the African-American culture of faith and how many
believe that faith goes hand in hand with a lack of belief in science. Some patients refuse to
go to the hospital because they trust God rather than healthcare workers to heal. Some of
these patients are my coworkers' parents; they are among the most vulnerable in our
community. I understand that a lot of this hesitation that stems from history, the stories of
the Tuskegee experiment, and Henrietta Lacks, to name a couple of the most well-known
ways that we as a country have mistreated our Black citizens. The medical and science
communities are trying to right their wrongs in this space, but the distrust remains. I
struggle with the hesitation that there is more trust in God to heal than in science; maybe
my faith is not strong enough, and I need to spend more time with this verse.
I find comfort in believing that science and faith can both live and be true. They are not
opposites of each other I find hope in hearing in a widely watched webinar that there are
Black and Hispanic clergy encouraging their congregations to trust the science and get the
vaccine when it is time. Friends, we have a long way to go. There is a low uptake among
people who are eligible for the vaccine. Of those who have had the vaccine in North
Carolina, about 80% of them are white. This is not representative of the population. Only
63% of North Carolina’s population is white. I have had several conversations with people
to try to dispel the myths, understand why they are hesitant, and urge them to move the
needle towards hope. This year is the first time I’ve had an opportunity to have this
conversation, and I hope that changing one person’s mind will lead to changing others, lead
to a summer where I can begrudgingly put on a bathing suit and not have to play any more
Old Maid with the dog.

Emily Tolsma

March 17th: Luke 19:9-10
Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he too is
a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.”

The “Wee Little Man” Surrendered
One of my earliest memories of church is singing the song of the “wee little
man” Zaccheaus. When your mom is all of 4’ 11”, you totally understand at
an early age a Vacation Bible School song about a short man who wanted
to see Jesus, so he climbed up in a tree. But the song never told me why
Jesus asked Zaccheaus to come down from the tree and why Jesus was
going to his house that day.
What is missing in this childhood song is the fact that Zaccheaus was an
unliked, disrespected tax man who became rich by “taxing” more than he
should to pad his bank account. My Bible reads that when Jesus told
Zaccheaus He was coming to his house, others grumbled, “What business
does he have getting cozy with this crook?
”Jesus was asking to come hang with Zaccheaus because He was (and is) in
the business of making us surrender . . . . our lives, our faith, our fortunes,
our idols . . . for Him. Even before Jesus even walked into His door,
Zaccheaus promised to give away half of his income to the poor and pay
four times the damages of his cheating.
Zaccheaus was faced with the opportunity to commune with Jesus. Just by
having that chance, he surrenders his everything. Are you ready to
surrender your “everything that is not Jesus” to have a relationship with
Jesus? As the last verse reads, “For the Son of Man came to find and restore
the lost.” Jesus is here waiting this Lenten season for you to surrender the
thing that you worship more than Him. Are you ready to be restored?

April Whitlock

March 18th: Ephesians 2:10
You are saved by God’s grace because of your faith. This salvation is God’s gift. It’s not something
you possessed. It’s not something you did that you can be proud of. Instead, we are God’s
accomplishment, created in Christ Jesus to do good things. God planned for these good things to
be the way that we live our lives.

“Oh, that’s easy. It’s grace.” – C.S. Lewis, when asked what he believed was Christianity’s
unique contribution to the world.
“So, when are you going to pop the question?” Amy and I hadn’t been dating for long
when people started asking. Granted, I was still in high school, so people weren’t that
serious. Yet. When Amy and I got engaged, our curious community immediately moved
the goalposts: “When are you getting married?” I noticed this trend for friends a few
years ahead of us, too. Every life stage is marked with a question about the next one:
marriage, a baby, another baby. I’m not an innocent bystander here; I know I do this too
because we live in a world obsessed with achievement. We do this professionally as
well: when will you…graduate? …get promoted? …become a principal? …move to a
bigger firm? …start your own practice?
Paul’s words sound like a record scratch, a frrrrrip in our world. The Ephesians he wrote
to didn’t have LinkedIn profiles but had the same measurements of success we do. But
Paul is adamant: unconditional Divine forgiveness (what we call “grace”) is not
something we earn, achieve, own, make, do, create. We can’t frame it on our wall or
casually name-drop. It’s something we are. God gives the degree before we show up to
class. God gives us a promotion before we hand in our resume. God adds our name to
the Good Place regardless of how many points we’ve achieved. As Bono put it, “Love
interrupts if you like, the consequences of your actions.” We are loved and forgiven
simply because God is Love.
Paul doesn’t leave it there: “Instead, we are God’s accomplishment, created in Christ
Jesus to do good things.” This isn’t a Get Out of Jail Free card: God extends grace, so we
become transformed to actionably love God’s creations. Instead of working to get to the
next step, eternity, grace frees us up to “love dangerously, freely, with all [our] being”
(Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.). We can open our hearts to others in gratitude for the
unconditional love we are consistently shown.
God, thank you for unconditional forgiveness. Help me to open my heart to love
unconditionally today.

Jared Stewart-Ginsburg

March 19th: John 3:21
“But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that
what he has done has been done through God.”

The third chapter of John's gospel begins with Nicodemus, a pharisee, coming to
Jesus in the night searching for answers to many questions. Even though
Nicodemus is a learned man, Jesus explains to him that intellectually knowing is
not enough, that we must be reborn in spirit. This chapter contains one of the
most quoted verses of scripture, John 3:16, but it continues with Jesus talking
about light and darkness in the world. Jesus states those who do evil hate the
light, and they do not come to the light because their deeds may be exposed. In
verse 21, Jesus concludes by saying those who do what is true come to the light
to clearly see their deeds have been done in God.
The theme for this week of Lent is “Surrender.” Do I want to be part of the light?
If so, I have to be willing to have God shine his light on me, and that makes me
uncomfortable. I know I’m not worthy, but I also know that isn’t a requirement
for God. And reading Jesus’ teachings, just knowing that isn’t enough; I have to
feel it. Surrendering means I need to be open to realizing my failures and shortcomings and admitting that maybe I haven’t always been understanding. I’ve
been thinking a lot about this the past couple of months while reading the books
being discussed by the Amplify book club. I’m trying to understand the life
experiences of others that differ so much from mine. Have my actions or
inaction contributed to hurting others? Have I been willing to stand for what is
right even though others might not positively look at me?
I find verse 21 both challenging and hopeful. I have fallen short in the past, and I
will fall short in the future, but if I’m willing to listen to Jesus’ teaching and God’s
voice, I can do what is right, and I can help others. I can work for justice. I can
stand up instead of remaining in the background when challenged. And when I
do, I can take comfort and be confident, knowing it’s God’s light working through
me.

Greg Snelson

March 20th: Mark 14:36
He went on a little farther and fell to the ground. He prayed that, if it were possible,
the awful hour awaiting him might pass him by. "Abba, Father," he cried out,
"everything is possible for you. Please take this cup of suffering away from me. Yet
I want your will to be done, not mine."

Imagine. You know the plan. You know the things required to accomplish
the goal. And YOU are the one to endure the worst part of the objective.
Others don't understand. And as you think about what it means to fulfill
the plan, you have second thoughts. It's all too much. Maybe there's
another way? But you consider the ultimate goal - and know it will all be
worth it if you can just get through the tough (putting it lightly) part.
Jesus knew what God's will would cost him. He was aware of the suffering
and pain he would soon endure. In our scripture lesson today, Jesus is in
agony and is crushed by grief. We see a very human side of Jesus in this
moment. We know how our perceptions change when we know death is
near. When life nears the end for us, it only seems natural to consider all
the options. See if there are ways to save ourselves. Did someone miss
something, and we actually have more time, a lot more time?
Jesus falls to the ground and prays. To his Father (Abba), the "man with the
plan." Someone close to him, whom he knows, understands his feelings.
His fears. His pain. He asks for the suffering to be taken away but follows
up by saying that he wants God's will to be done, not his. Essentially,
‘proceed with the plan, but know I'm feeling weary about it. I'm scared, but I
see the end and know it's good.’
Anything worth having costs something, as the saying goes. What does
your commitment to God cost you? When faced with difficult things such
as loss, isolation, and division, are you strong enough to hand it over to
God? To surrender and say, as Jesus did, “your will be done.”

Kieley Wilson

WEEK FIVE - LOVE
(3/21 – 27)
“O Love that wilt not let me go,
I rest my weary soul in thee:
I give thee back the life I owe,
That in thine ocean depths
Its flow may richer, fuller be.”
(O Love, that wilt not let me go- George
Matheson)

March 22nd: 1 John 3:18
"My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue but in deed and
in truth."
The word “love” is used mainly as a noun or a verb. For example,
we causally throw it around as a verb saying, “I love shrimp and
grits” or “I love my new phone”, etc.
As a noun however there is a deeper connotation. Probably like
me, one of the first Bible verses you memorized was “God is love”.
Now that I am in my nineties, I fully understand. He really is “love”!
He gave His life for me!
But this is the problem--how have I returned this love? In John 21,
Peter asked Jesus three times, “Do you love me”? Each time Peter
answers “Yes, Lord”. Jesus replies three times, “Feed my sheep”.
Then in verse 19 He said, “Follow me”. God’s word gives us all the
many ways we can follow Him. In Micah 6:8, “What does the Lord
require of you? -to act justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with
your God”. In Matthew 22, we are told to love God with all our
heart, soul, mind, and our neighbor as ourself. The love we have for
God can be put into action through worship, intercessory prayer,
tithes, charitable giving, service groups, phone calls, or visits to
someone who needs help. And finally through humbling answering
His call with “I will follow You”.
“Love so amazing, so divine demands my soul, my life, my all.” (Isaac
Watts)
Dear Lord Jesus, I love You. Please forgive me for the times I have failed
to follow You. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen!
Nelle Rose Beverly

March 23rd: Romans 5:8
But God commendeth his love towards us That is, he hath manifested it, which was before
hid in his heart; he has given clear evidence of it, a full proof and demonstration of it; he has
so confirmed it by this instance, that there is no room nor reason to doubt of it; he has
illustrated and set it off with the greater lustre by this circumstance of it,

I have always loved music. I used to sing in the choir and loved it so much. Many
don’t realize how much of a message is hidden inside the hymns and anthems we
sing together. I loved singing & hearing the music then, but I am not sure I always
heard the message in the lyrics. Now, I can’t sing like I used to, but the lyrics come
back to me so clearly & I have time to focus on the message that is paired with the
tune. Every night when I go to bed, I sing ...
"I stand amazed in the presence
Of Jesus the Nazarene
And wonder how He could love me
A sinner, condemned, unclean
Singing, how marvelous! how wonderful!
And my song shall ever be
How marvelous and how wonderful!
Is my Savior's love for me!"
I hear the words differently than I used too. They have a different meaning for me at
this point in my life. The lyrics lift me up like nothing else can. All of those years
while I was singing those lyrics as part of a choir, God was preparing me and storing
a message for me away for this time in my life when I need it most. There was a
purpose in it then, and another in it now. That's the way our Lord loves. We don’t
realize what all he is giving to us. His purpose is beyond our thoughts. At other
times in my life, I filled up my time of prayer with a list of people and things. Now I
spend my prayers praising our wonderful & marvelous father. Now, I just want to
praise Him for all of His love & kindness throughout my life. He is SO wonderful. He
certainly has loved me all these years.
Lord help me live from day to day, in such a self forgetful way, that even as I kneel to
pray, my prayer shall be for others. Others lord, yes, others, help is my motto be, help me
to live for others, that I may live like thee! Amen
.
Jackie Davidson

March 24th: 1 John 18
"Dear Children, let us not live with words or speech but with actions and in
truth.”
When John started this verse “Dear Children,” he didn’t literally mean
children. He meant children of God. All of us. But when I saw that the
Bible verse started off “Dear Children,” it made me think of some of the
children’s Bible songs that I learned in Sunday School.
We were all born and raised under different circumstances. Our
childhoods and heredity form a lot of how we just happen to grow up and
maybe form certain prejudices against other people. I say this to make us
think about how we sometimes choose to judge others. And although this
past year has been a difficult one for us all, wouldn’t it be refreshing to
awaken the child-like innocence brought to mind in the children’s song
“Peace like a River”?
In this day and age, do we each have the capacity to have “Peace like a
River in our souls”? Are we “loving like an ocean”? Do we “have Joy like a
fountain”? Maybe we should try to be the change within the church, show
unconditional love to each other and ask not what our church can do for
us, but what we can do for our church.

Dear God, this week let us think more about others than ourselves. Let us
reach out and unconditionally help those in our community. And love
others, as God loves us. Amen.

Janet Mildenburg
.

March 25th: John 13: 31-35
"When he was gone, Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is
glorified in him. If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself,
and will glorify him at once. "My children, I will be with you only a little longer.
You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am
going, you cannot come. "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I
have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that
you are my disciples, if you love one another."
As a senior in high school, I read this passage and immediately the phrase
"Where I am going you cannot come", stands out to me. Here, as Jesus
gets ready for his death on the cross, he prepares the disciples to be
independent and to continue living without him. I am heading off to
college where my parents, church family, and friends can't come. I also can
also relate to the experience of the disciples and their new opportunity to
be independent. I wonder what the last words my parents will say to me
before they leave my new dorm room will be? Similar to the disciples, I
have been taught to love & be known as a loving person. Jesus prioritizes
loving one another over any other final message. I think that says a lot
about who Jesus is and how I can choose to be.
Dear Jesus, help me and anyone entering new chapters to use your lessons of
love. Amen.
Marin Boulware

.

March 26th: Romans 5:8
" But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us."
The Enneagram (it means 9 points) is a way of understanding personalities - myself and
others. It has been a good friend of mine over the years. I guess it is my friend in the
way it gives me good advice but also kicks me in the rear end and when I listen, it pulls
me back from the ledge! The Enneagram gives me a helpful view about part of my “sin”
and us “sinners” too.
The Enneagram has very affirming things to say about each personality. It also helps
each of us see our own specific sin. This sin is the distorted perspective that each of us
hangs on to intensely and unwittingly tries to force on others. This distorted
perspective is our hidden agenda in our personalities. We are all driven by these
hidden agendas.
It is like we are born with one of our hands stuck to the front of our face, partly
obstructing our vision. But since we grow up with it stuck there we can’t see it. It
seems normal to us. This is each personality’s core distortion that is so part of us, we
don’t know it distorts our perspective unless we work really hard to see it. These 9
different hidden agendas are the need: 1)to be right, 2)to be loved, 3)to feel valuable
and worthwhile, 4)to express ourselves in something uniquely beautiful, 5)to feel
capable and competent, 6)to feel secure and safe, 7)to be happy and satisfied, 8)to be
self-reliant, and 9)to have serenity and peace of mind. There is nothing wrong with any
of these motives. But unless each of us works at self-awareness we often turn one of
these motives into our personal idol or hidden personal agenda. This distorts how we
see ourselves and relate with others.
https://ninepaths.com/tag/hidden-agenda/
https://www.enneagraminstitute.com/
One way to renovate our lives for Christ from the ground up could be to work at
becoming aware of our particular hidden agenda and distortions. It could also mean
working on respecting others who have different motives from ours and welcoming
them as neighbors and friends in God’s family.
All these personalities have a specific shame and fear that drives our version of sin.
The good news is that God knows each of us as we are. God knows what our fear and
shame are. God loves each of us as we are. God accepts each of us as we are.
God, help me to learn what is my own core fear at the ground of myself, that drives me to
extremes. Help me to feel your love and acceptance of me in this core fear. Help me to care
for others knowing they have a core fear too.
Mark Larson

WEEK SIX - SACRIFICE
(3/28-4/3)
“O Love divine, what hast thou done!
The incarnate God has died for me!
The Father’s co-eternal Son bore all my sins
upon the tree.
The Son of God for me has died;
My Lord, my Love, is crucified!”
(O Love Divine, What Hast Thou DoneCharles Wesley)

March 29th: Psalm 118:22
"The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief
cornerstone."

We’ve all felt rejection at one point or another. Maybe
you didn’t make it on the team you tried out for, your
dream school didn’t offer you acceptance, or maybe
something as small as getting picked last for kickball in
gym class. In instances of rejection, it’s easy to feel
ignored by God. It’s easy to point blame at the Lord
and feel as though your prayers and desires aren’t
being answered. This verse in Psalm 118 shows us that
when God doesn’t answer our initial prayers, there is
something greater in the works. Sometimes we have
to sacrifice what we think we want for God to give us
what we truly need, to go from a rejected building
block to a cornerstone. In a year riddled with sacrifice
and rejection, remember this good news: the Lord is
always working within you for His greater purpose!
Dear Lord, help me remember that in times when I feel
rejected, you are using me for a greater purpose.

Claire Mesibov

March 30th: Mark 14:8
"She did what she could. She poured perfume on my body beforehand to
prepare for my burial."

A woman came into the house of Simon, the leper in Bethany, where
Jesus sat at a table with others, bringing a jar of costly nard ointment. The
custom was when a visitor came into your home or sat down to a meal to
sprinkle a few drops of perfume on him, but this woman broke open the
jar and poured its entire expensive contents on him! Jesus realized her
actions were actually a burial anointment not with just a few drops but
with the whole flask. Some of those present complained that she should
have sold the perfume and donated the money to the poor. But Jesus, no
doubt to their astonishment, said, “She has done a beautiful thing to
me...wherever the gospel is preached in the whole world, what she has
done will be told in memory of her.” William Barclay (Bible Commentary)
writes of this event: The poignancy of this story lies in the fact that it tells
us of almost the last kindness that Jesus had done to him.” Kindness is a
word we hear used a lot these days, and even now in the 21st century,
we tell this woman’s story. What a kindness this brave woman did for the
One she believed in!

─

I have a coffee mug with the words “KINDNESS MATTERS” printed on it. I
expect in the future, when I drink from it, I will think of the Great
Kindness that this woman rendered to Jesus just before he was to die for
a sinful world.

Dear God, may we remember how much an act or word of kindness may
mean to someone and be brave/impulsive enough like the woman in this
story to act accordingly, in Jesus’s name, Amen

June Helsaback

March 31st: 1 Peter 2:20-21
"If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit
is that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you
have God’s approval. For to this you have been called, because
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you
should follow in his steps."

When I read these verses, I think of how hard it can be to
do the right thing. It is especially hard when you are falsely
accused of something you didn’t do. A lot of times, my
reaction is to accuse someone else and plead, “ I didn’t do
it.” I think Jesus' reaction is completely different. Sometimes
he wants us to take the fall for someone else. To
experience it ourselves but also to do good to someone
else. Jesus does everything for a reason, and that's why we
don't get credit for suffering when we deserve it. He is
letting us experience the consequences so we will be
better people in the end. So always stand up for yourself
but also “entrust yourself to God who judges justly.”

Dear God, thank you for making me a better person even
through all of the mistakes but also give me the strength to
stand up for myself when I need it most. Amen.

Brooke Robinson

April 1st: Mark 14:24-25
He said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is
poured out for many. Truly I tell you, I will never again drink
of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in
the kingdom of God.”

In this passage, Jesus institutes the Lord’s Supper that
we still observe to this day. Jesus was well aware he
was to make the ultimate sacrifice, but instead of
delaying or preventing the occurrence, he spends his
efforts laying the foundation for his disciples to spread
the word of the good news of the Messiah. Jesus made
sure God’s will was done and not the will of man.

Lord, make me appreciate the magnitude of the ultimate
sacrifice made on behalf of all mankind.

Ken Norton

April 2nd: Mark 14:24-25
"He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the
slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth."

We often refer to Jesus as the Savior. What does this really mean? Yes, he died for our sins and
“saved us,” but from what? The answer is he saved us from ourselves, or rather our selfishness.
Jesus saved us from our own selfishness with his sacrifice. This juxtaposition created a balance
that allowed us to be forgiven. The seventh verse of Isaiah 53 states, “He was oppressed and
afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep
before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.” The selfless nature of Jesus’ action
serves as an example to us to live life the way Jesus did. Jesus’ sacrifice is considered “ultimate,”
so it is understandable that all of us will not wake up tomorrow and decide that it is time to die
for someone else’s sins.
A lesson I have had to learn this year especially is that life should be lived in Jesus’ footsteps. I
choose how hard I am pushing the gas pedal, but Jesus is going to steer me where I need to go.
But because Jesus’ sacrifice is so “ultimate,” how are we supposed to “follow in his footsteps?”
The answer to that question is that small deeds of selflessness that may seem like a sacrifice to
us at the time add up, and the impact they create can change someone’s life. I am a part of a
school tutoring program where high schoolers volunteer to tutor underprivileged children who
do not have the resources to pay for a tutor. As a high school junior, taking on this
responsibility along with my other school work was difficult and stressful at times, but as soon
as I let go of my selfish thoughts, I was able to see the impact my small action made in my
tutee’s life. Going from not being able to pronounce many words greater than six letters to
pronounce some of my complicated Biology terms (I had to get creative) is life-changing for
him. Seeing his success and the smile on his face was the most rewarding experience, and I
realized that it had Jesus written all over it. I think that the verse above means that we should
try to incorporate small acts of selflessness in our lives any time that we can.
Perception is everything; what seems small to us, maybe life changing for someone else. Once
we view things as small, such as tutoring someone else, the weight of the action lessens in our
minds, yet it yields the same impact. The fact is that there is always time to give to others. There
is always time to be selfless. And there is always time to focus our intentions on what Jesus
would do.

Dear Lord, We have spent too much time being self-centered. We have lost ourselves in our busy lives,
we have let our intentions conform to that busyness, and we have lost sight of the purpose of Jesus’
sacrifice. Lord, we hear your call, and we will answer. Give us the strength to grow in our faith by
giving to others. Make selfless acts a part of our to-do lists. With all of our actions, remind us to ask
ourselves, “what would Jesus do?”In Jesus’ name, I pray, Amen.

Evelyn Beacham

April 3rd: Mark 15:37
"Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last."

The gift of emptiness. Hearing that word, emptiness, brings
up painful memories: a lost child, parent, sibling, home, job.
Many would say that emptiness is not a gift but rather a
feeling of darkness, loneliness, and contempt for oneself
and the world. However, there are two sides to the
“emptiness” we feel at losing something beloved. There is
the side of hurt, pain, and misery. And there is also the
clearing of cluttered space for something new, the ability of
one to accept the best moments from God, to create new
memories, to fill up the empty space with light, and rescue
the neglected and torn soul from the darkness. So while
your emptiness may be full of unresolved pain now, God
always has a plan. He has something new, beautiful, and
bright to fill up the old, dark spaces. The only thing he
needs is the key to unlock them: your faith that he is good,
just, and right, and always has a plan for you.

My God, may you rescue me from the darkness and lead me to
the light. May you fill-up the empty spaces with the beauties of
your creation. Amen

Camden Whitlock

Easter Sunday, April 4th 2021
God was merciful! We were dead because of our sins, but God loved us so much that he
made us alive with Christ, and God’s wonderful kindness is what saves you. God raised us
from death to life with Christ Jesus, and he has given us a place beside Christ in heaven.
(Ephesians 2:4-6)
I didn’t grow up in a particularly “religious” home but Easter was always a big day for us.
It was almost like a “reveal” day. Mom would spend the week before in preparation,
building up to THE day, just like we’ve spent 40 days of Lent in rebuilding and
preparation. There was 2 days of making her delicious yeast rolls from scratch, spring
cleaning, a few days of building our new wardrobe of Sunday morning’s best finery,
purchasing the goodies and dying eggs for the hunt, haircuts for everyone, making sure
we were scrubbed cleaned on Saturday evening and all topped off with the reading of
the Easter story. Easter morning we would have cinnamon rolls, don our new outfits,
stand at attention for the yearly picture and then off to church we went. It was a
celebratory “reveal” day. Looking back it always felt like a fresh miraculous renovation
from the ground up, shaking off the crud that had grown around us over the past year.
There I would stand as the only girl in the bunch of boys with her white paten leather
shoes with frilly socks, new dress, white gloves and hat with a big smile across my face.
I felt special, new and fresh – different than the day before. Anything seemed possible
on Easter morning.
That’s what resurrection by THE WAY of cross brings us --- new life filled with
possibilities. Every Easter reveals a new day and the reminder of fresh starts.
Throughout Lent we have been shoring up the foundation of our faith life to resemble
the cross of Christ BECAUSE it’s the way that led and leads to resurrection of new life. A
good renovation is about more than slapping a fresh coat of paint over the dingy old
rooms, it’s about reinforcing the home to make it stronger and more spacious.
I love when home makeover reveal shows families’ joyful surprise after weeks of hard
work from the foundation on up. Possibilities they couldn’t imagine are now right in
front of their eyes --- a newly designed space for a new life. That’s resurrection --where the old, tired self of sin is washed clean with grace now full of possibilities. Christ
revealed life over death, victory over sin, possibility over stagnancy. It reminds us that
tomorrow is not “just another day” but is another day OF new life in Christ and another
day TO reveal Christ in us.
“Soar we now where Christ has led. Alleluia!
Following our exalted Head. Alleluia!
Made like him, like him we rise. Alleluia!
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies. Alleluia!” (Hymn “Christ the Lord is Risen Today”,
1739)
Pastor Michelle

