
Greetings to the Saints of Mission Presbytery!  
 
I don’t know about you, but with all the goings-on in our national capital right now, I 
could use some hope! 
 
From where do you get your hope when you need it? I know that the Psalmist in Psalm 
121 tells us, “my HELP comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.” I believe 
that with all my heart. But what about hope?  
 
This is one of the things I love about the prophet Jeremiah. One of my favorite verses 
comes from Chapter 29: “For I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord: plans for 
good and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.” God reminds us through the 
prophet Jeremiah that God knows what God is up to, and that God is going about those 
plans not just for God’s self, but with us in mind.  
  
But before that, in the very same chapter, it comes across as a little less hopeful. 
Jeremiah was writing to a people in exile, strangers in a strange land. They wanted to 
go home, back to the familiar language, the familiar food, the familiar practices, the 
good old days. But God’s word to them, through Jeremiah, did not strike them as 
hopeful. Starting at about verse 4, the people are told to “build houses and live in them. 
Plant gardens and eat what they produce. Take spouses, have children, welcome the 
spouses of your children...Multiply there, and do not decrease” And then God reminds 
them: “seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord 
on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.” In other words, you’re going to 
be in this situation for awhile, so settle in, and flourish to the degree that you are able. 
Not only flourish, but be part of the reason that your community will flourish. Pray for 
the city. Work for its welfare. Get your household to settle in. 
 
Not the most welcome news, is it, to hear that you’re not going anywhere when “staying 
put” is the last thing you want to do. But that’s when God comes back with the promise: 
God knows what we’re going through. God will help us to flourish. And we can live more 
gladly knowing that there’s a future and a hope that God has promised us - especially 
knowing that God always keeps God’s promises.  
 
I confess to you, beloveds, that there are plenty of days when I feel like I’m living in exile 
right here, deep in the heart of Texas. There is so much uncertainty for us nationally at 
the present time. There is so much polarization, so much poverty, so much hunger, so 
much meanness, and so much need. I worry about the place that my children are 
growing to inherit. As much as I’d like to go back to the “good old days” too, I am not at 
all convinced that those days were as good as I remember - and I’m sure they were not 



nearly as good for some of us. Still, to all of us, God offers the same recipe for survival 
along with the same promise: dig in to this community. Plant yourselves as well as your 
gardens. Get to know your neighbors. Make civic conditions around you better, for when 
your community flourishes you will flourish as well. God has promised us a future and a 
hope, and God always keeps God’s promises. 
 
So, where do I find hope when I need it? I find it in a congregation that nearly runs over 
me to greet me and welcome me to worship. I find it in all those pictures I take as I meet 
congregations throughout the presbytery.  I find it among pastors who are beginning to 
talk about what the Spirit is doing in their midst through the Vital Congregations 
initiative. I find it through hard-working volunteers on Presbytery committees who give of 
their energy, intelligence, imagination and love to make Mission Presbytery a healthier, 
stronger place. And I find it just about every time I look one of you in the eye - it’s in 
your handshakes, it’s in your hugs, it’s in your dedication to what God is doing in this 
community that we call Mission. As always, I’m grateful to be seeking the welfare of this 
particular community along with you, as we move toward God’s promised future.  
 
Presbyter Sightings 
January 30 - Meet with Human Resource Team 
February 2 - Installation for Seth Saathoff, San Antonio Holy Trinity 
February 3 - Meet with Commission on Ministry 
February 4-5 - Study Leave for Midwinter Lectures, Austin Seminary 
February 6 - Meet with Mission, Outreach and Justice Committee 
February 8 - Meet with General Council, Rockport First 
February 9 - Worship with San Antonio Covenant 
February 12-14 - Meet with Committee on the Office of General Assembly, Baltimore 
February 16 - Worship with San Antonio Crestholme 
February 16 - Ordination for Dhawn Martin, San Antonio University 
February 18 - Meet with Pastoral Care Committee at John Knox Ranch 
February 19 - Meet with H.M. King Trustees 
February 20 - Meet with Rio Grande Valley Region members for lunch 
February 23 - Worship with Austin Westlake Hills 
February 26 - Lead Ash Wednesday worship for Beeville First 
February 27 - Meet with San Antonio region Vital Congregations colleague group 


