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Blest be the ties that bind  
 
 

 
From December 4-10, 2019,  a group representing Mission Presbytery's Cuba Partnership Team of MOJC 
traveled to and met with members and Pastor Marielys Diaz of the Iglesia Presbyteriana Reformada de Cuba 
(IPRC) in Placetas, Cuba.  This is the 4th Mission Presbytery trip as presbytery-to-presbytery partners with the el 
Centro Presbytery of the IPRC.   The purpose of this trip was to explore the potential church-to-church 
partnership between Madison Square and the IPRC church in Placetas.  Mission Presbytery members travelling 
included:  

• Edwin Blanton (Madison Square Presbyterian Church, San Antonio)  
• Caly Fernandez (New Covenant Fellowship, Austin), Team Leader   
• Kay McCloskey (Forest Hills Presbyterian Church, Helotes) and  
• Pat Metcalf (Madison Square Presbyterian Church, San Antonio).   

 
We stayed six days in the home of Xiomara Arenas, a few 
blocks from the church.  Staying at hotels is expensive, 
therefore many churches have built or converted space to 
spare rooms which brings in income.  Mission Presbytery 
groups insist on making housing arrangements with the 
churches in a way that supports their ministry. 

 

The church in Placetas has supporters from the US and 
benefits from international partnerships with the presbytery, but no formal church-to-church partnerships.  A 
partnership with Madison Square would be most beneficial to them.  To lay the ground work for a biblical and 
best partnership practices approach,  we and church members participated in a bible study (Romans 12: 3-13) led 
by Pat Metcalf.   A more formal discussion with 
Placetas leaders focused on the geography of both 
San Antonio and Placetas, the dynamics of each of 
the congregations and possible joint programs.   
When back in San Antonio Edwin will present the 
partnership to the Madison Square Mission 
Committee and ultimately the session.  
Information about future trips and discussion 
about the partnership will be forthcoming        



We had several opportunities to worship, join 
members in mission activities and study with church 
members.  Xiomara conducted a bible study giving 
members an opportunity to respond to Paul's reading 
from Galatians.  Consuela Gomez led a Sunday 
School class where members presented the dances 
they performed at CANIP the day before.  At the 
formal Sunday Worship Service we were introduced, 
a gift of $200 was presented to Placetas from Madison 
Square and we joined them in worship and the lighting of their Advent candle.  After dinner 
one evening we gathered at Xiomara's home for a vesper service and prayers.   

Mission projects are a primary focus in Cuban churches.  They now receive some support 
from the government and also from Korean and German churches  The gift bags we brought and prepared were 
distributed at one of the projects - a Christmas celebration for elderly church 
members.   The gathering was  typically festive with much laughter-  a fashion 
show with hysterical costumes and raucous behaviors.   

 

 

 

Other mission activities included a trip by horse drawn coche to 
Copay, one of Placeta's oldest mission sites.  There we met in a 
member's home and prayed with those who were not able to travel 
the several miles to attend Sunday Services and activities at the 
church.  Pastor Marielys read a Bible passage and we shared our 
blessings and expressed mutual feelings and respect for each other.  
Refreshments, of 
course.  We then 
visited a small 
operation where 
cans are recycled to 
make metal doors 

and furniture.  On our last day we made visits to homes of 
church members where we were introduced to their pets, one 
small business and had coffee.   

 



The members were concerned and interested in what was happening with US immigrations.  They knew or heard 
of Cubans who are being detained or are seeking asylum.  In one 
of our early gatherings Caly Fernandez explained the purpose of 
our trip and  was able to answer their questions.  At one point 
during the trip she took the time to locate and share photos with 
the family member of one of the Cuban asylum seekers who is 
detained in Texas.   

During our time there Edelberto Valdes dropped in for a visit.  As 
always his ministry, insights into partnership dynamics and Cuban 
Presbyterian history are always enlightening and a breath of fresh air.  He pointed out that in Cuba "abnormal is 
normal" and "the Gospel is REAL" - they are living in the present and with what they have now.  He outlined a 
new presbytery wide program called Mas Derecho - Mejor Vida that  El Centro developed to better inform 
people about their rights, children, teens, men and women.  Using the New Constitution as a platform, a day of 
skits, music/dance and role playing will reinforce human rights.  We were fortunate the final meeting would be at 
CANIP and Caly was able to attend.  When Caly went to CANIP with representatives from Placetas, Pat, Edwin 
and Kay went on an outing by commercial bus along with church members to the city of Cienfuego. 

As in the past we brought supplies that are in short supply in 
Cuba: over the counter meds, dry milk, coffee/tea, fabric, gift 
bags with toiletries and surgical supplies.  Prior to the trip we 
discussed the issue of food shortages and brought food that we 
anticipated needing.  While we prepared our own breakfasts at 
Xiomara's house 
each morning and 
ate in her home on 
several occasions, 
we were pleased 
to learn that this 

did not seem to be as dire a situation as expected for the time 
being.  We had meals at the church and twice in member's homes.  
As always fabulous rice dishes and our favorite pureed fruit with 
cheese.   

Our return on December 9th was uneventful and fortuitous as the flights in and out of Santa Clara were 
discontinued as of December 10th.   

A meeting of the MOJC/Cuba Partnership Team has been scheduled for 1:00 February 6th following the MOJC 
meeting at Mission Presbytery.    

 
Submitted by Kay McCloskey 
Cuba Partnership Team Sub-Committee Member  
 
 

 

 



Sort of Panorama of Placetas Church Campus 
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Coche to Copay 


