
Greetings to the Saints of Mission Presbytery!  
 
If you weren’t able to be part of our Presbytery meeting last week, I’m afraid you missed 
a good one. The saints of Westlake Hills were over the top with their hospitality. Our two 
guest speakers, Sharon Risher and Denise Anderson, were both knockouts. Good 
workshops, good fajitas for dinner, good reports, a good new Moderator in Stacy Ikard - 
and a worship service that blew everyone’s socks off. I felt like I really had an 
opportunity to worship - and I’m so grateful.  
 
A lot of you have asked for a copy of my remarks at the meeting, so, that’s my 
Ponderings for you this week. Hope this is helpful for you.  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Good morning, friends! Has this already been a good meeting or what? I want to start 
this morning by giving profound thanks once again to the Rev. Sharon Risher for 
sharing her story with us yesterday. Sharon, it is so clearly well with your soul, and we 
are so grateful.  
 
I also want to thank Denise Anderson for her leadership in the workshop on racism - 
and I can’t wait to hear your sermon this morning! I am grateful for the willingness of 
both of you to share with us, and I am hoping that we now as a Presbytery are WOKE to 
the ministry before us. I know that I’m not the same person I was yesterday, and now 
I’ve got to do something about it. Thank you to you both for giving me, and us, the 
courage to do so. [editor’s note: Denise’s sermon was indeed fabulous, as was 
Sharon’s plenary presentation. Both are available for your viewing on the Mission 
Presbytery YouTube channel; there may also be a link on our Presbytery website] 
 
Now - I have to talk to you about this Corona Virus thing. This is NOT what I wanted to 
talk to you about today. But yesterday, I heard that there are now five cases confirmed 
in Houston. There’s been a case confirmed in Tulsa. And surely you heard that San 
Antonio has had its own challenges earlier this week. As Ed told us yesterday 
afternoon, the South by Southwest conference here in Austin has been canceled. You 
may or may not have heard that the Office of General Assembly has decided to delay 
the opening of registration for this year’s meeting in Baltimore for a few weeks, until we 
can see where things are heading. They’re going to make a decision by March 28  
about what will happen with the Assembly this year. And just last night, in a chat group 
of Presbyters across the denomination, I learned that the CDC is considering advising 
anyone over sixty years old to stay home from worship. Y’all, that’s me.  
 



I also learned last night that the Presbytery of Seattle has notified its churches to cancel 
worship services beginning immediately, like, tomorrow, based on the advice of their 
county officials to “cancel large gatherings.” All the churches in the presbytery. 
 
Earlier this week the Stated Clerk of General Assembly, J.Herbert Nelson, issued a 
pastoral letter about the virus. A link to that is posted on the presbytery’s Facebook 
page in case you haven’t seen it yet. I can promise you that I am not as eloquent as 
J.Herbert. But I’ve got two pieces of advice to share.  
 
#1 - Don’t be stupid.  
You know what I mean by that! Someone was talking about all the shoppers at Costco  
buying up all the face masks and hand sanitizer, and still eating all of the food samples 
they set out! Get reliable information from sources like the Center for Disease Control, 
CDC, website, or from the World Health Organization. Don’t believe whatever crops up 
on the internet - stay informed with the real facts. Take the ordinary precautions that 
healthy people take. Wash your hands a lot. Stay home if you’re not feeling well. 
Seriously. Do not go to worship or work if you don’t feel well. Sneeze or cough into your 
elbow. And if you feel the need to stay home, even if you’re not feeling bad, stay home.  
It’s not always going to be this way. Don’t panic, don’t hoard, don’t be stupid.  
 
And then #2 - be creative.  
How is it that you can be well informed and still be the body of Christ to those in need?  
Have you tried holding meetings on Zoom, or perhaps even holding worship on Zoom or 
something like it? Isolation can lead to fear, but thank God for the connectional church!  
How can we stay connected to each other and help each other through?  
 
We are doing our best to stay on top of things as the Presbytery. We are following the 
same guidelines you have, thanks to our Disaster Response Team and the manuals 
they’ve prepared for us. If changes in our usual way of doing things needs to happen,  
you’ll be the first to know. In the meantime, this is the time to keep calm and carry on.  
Let’s take care of ourselves and each other, don’t let fear get the best of us, and be 
smart and creative about how we can stay connected. We can get through this together 
with our heads still firmly attached to our shoulders.  
 
I had planned to share with you today some good news that’s coming out of our Vital 
Congregations Initiative and the eighteen congregations that are now in the thick of it. 
I think I’m going to save that for an upcoming Ponderings. So that the Corona Virus 
doesn’t “win,” however, I do want to share with you one good piece of news and one 
good inspiration.  
 



The good news involves Melody Gonzales on our staff. Thanks to the work of our 
Human Resource Team and the generosity of Stewardship & Fiscal Oversight, Melody 
has been promoted to the position of Office Manager for Mission Presbytery, with a 
good raise to reflect it! I told Melody that she has so quickly become the heart and soul 
of our staff, and a wonderful “face of the Presbytery” to you all. She’s also a large part of 
the reason that our meetings go so smoothly. So when you bump into Melody today, be 
sure to tell her congratulations and thank you!  
 
Then, the inspiration. Some of you surely know David Marx, one of our Honorably 
Retired pastors, a former military chaplain, and a longtime interim pastor across the 
country. He’s also a member of our Pastoral Care Committee. David didn’t do this for 
publicity, I’m sure. But in the past couple of weeks, he sent to the Presbytery a 
generous check for the “Light the Match” campaign for John Knox Ranch. Not only that,  
but he wrote me to tell me that he’d just worked up a monthly direct deposit for the 
benefit of Mission Presbytery, to use wherever we felt that it would be most needed.  
There are a few other folks who do the same thing - one of whom isn’t even a member 
of Mission Presbytery! But this was a thoughtful thing for David to do, a meaningful gift 
for us, and I just wanted to tell you about it.  
 
Those revised financials that Fred Gamble talked about yesterday show that we ended 
2019 not only short of the goal we had set for mission support dollars, but that we were 
lower than we had been in 2018. Y’all, we are trying to be wise with the dollars that we 
have. And now that we have those revised financials, we do have a better idea of what 
we have and what we need. But if you want to keep Ezequiel Herrera spreading the 
gospel in the Rio Grande Valley, if you want to continue to invite people like Sharon 
Risher and Denise Anderson to our meetings, if you believe in the ministry that our staff 
does in your name, then we need your financial support - from your congregations, from 
the members of the presbytery, from everyone. This is the time, y’all. Thank you for all 
that you already do to support the mission of Mission Presbytery. Thank you to those 
who have increased their pledges this year. Whatever you’re able to do, we’re grateful.  
And we’re going to keep on keepin’ on because it it well with OUR souls, and we know 
that God has, is, and will provide.  
 
Madam Moderator, that concludes my report.  
 
PRESBYTER SIGHTINGS 
 
March 12-14 - in Shreveport for the Synod EP Forum 
March 15-21 - Vacation!  
March 22-24 - BACK to Shreveport for the Stated Synod Meeting 



March 26 - Meet with San Antonio region Vital Congregations 
March 27 - Meet with Committee on Preparation for Ministry 
March 28 - Ed Sackett’s ordination, Austin First 
March 29 - April 1 - at Mo-Ranch for Study Leave 
April 4 - Meet with Commission on Ministry in Brownsville 
April 5 - Worship with Brownsville Primera Iglesia 
April 8 - Meet with Stewardship and Fiscal Oversight Committee 
April 9- 13 - Office closed for Holy Week and Easter 
April 14-17 - Meet with Committee on the Office of General Assembly, Ghost Ranch 
April 18 - Meet with the Board of Presbyterian Mo-Ranch Assembly 


