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2024 SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM INSTRUCTIONS

Lawyers Giving Back
		
WHO WE ARE
In 1896, a group of Black lawyers held meetings to address racial issues facing Freedman and women at that time.  The group later focused on the election of representatives, and housing and employment issues. Responding to the need for professionally trained legal minds to challenge civil and moral violations of the law and to promote principles of equality and justice for all regardless of race, the Cook County Bar Association (CCBA) was founded in 1914.  The CCBA is the oldest Bar Association of African-American lawyers in the country.  For over 100 years, the CCBA  has opposed injustice, and promoted and protected the civic and legal rights of African-Americans.  The Cook County Bar Association Foundation (CCBAF) was created as a separate and distinct charitable organization to provide Law School Scholarships, Continuing Legal Education and Legal Clinics in support of the goals of the CCBA.

SCHOLARSHIP ELIGIBILITY
· The CCBAF scholarship program is open to students currently attending an accredited law school in Illinois.  

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS
· Complete and submit three-page Applicant Information Form
· Submit current resume
· Submit Essay: Raymond D. Rushing, current CCBA President, asks – “Who will rise to the challenges of our Times?  The answer is US [for] the Future is US.  Everyone…has a role to play [and]…it must be done collaboratively…together [because] it can’t be just US, it must be WE.”   His Presidency’s theme is “The FUTURE Is US.”  Each essay should be no more than 5 pages (double-spaced) and should exemplify his theme by addressing the following aspects of his proposals: 
Section1:	Inasmuch as he says “everyone has a role to play.” What is Yours?
Section 2: He has said he sees “[YOU as] the future offering the next solutions.” So, what solutions do You propose?
Section 3: He speaks of the need for collaborative efforts that “must be done together.” How do You fit into the US currently and in Your the Future?
· Submit transcript*
SCHOLARSHIP SELECTION CRITERIA 
	
	
	MAXIMUM POINTS

	1
	Quality of Essay
	40

	2
	Law School Grade Point Average and Course Work shown on Transcript*
	15

	3
	Legal Extracurricular Activities shown on Application and/or Resume (e.g., School Journals, Moot Court, Student Associations, Bar Memberships, etc.)
	15

	4
	Community Service Activities
	10

	5
	Awards, Honors, Certifications and Other Academic Achievements shown on Application and/or Resume
	10

	6
	Anticipated Practice Area and Preferred Geographic Location that will serve African American Communities
	5

	7
	Financial Need 
	5

	
	TOTAL AVAILABLE POINTS:
	100

	
	* College/Graduate School transcript should be submitted for 1Ls.  For grades that have not been received by the deadline, the student will submit a transcript which reflects all grades received and a list of classes taken in Fall/Winter, 2023 (whether or not a grade has been received and may subsequently submit grade(s) not previously submitted).
	






APPLICATION DEADLINE 

· All applications must actually be received, as one attached document, in Word or PDF format, by 5:00 p.m., Friday, January 26, 2024.   Only complete applications will be accepted and you will not be notified if your application is incomplete, so ensure that you submit a complete application. 

· All application materials must be sent via electronic mail to CCBAFScholarships@gmail.com.  

SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS

The CCBA Foundation scholarship awards of $5,000 will be awarded Thursday, February 29, 2024 at Loyola University School of Law, located at 25 East Pearson, 13th Floor in Chicago.  Scholarship recipients will receive their awards at the reception and the BLSA Chapters will receive notice of the Scholarship Recipients shortly after February 13, 2024.

CCBA DUES AWARDS
Students may also seek awards in which their CCBA membership dues are paid.  This requires submission of a complete and timely application in which the student indicates their desire for such consideration.
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