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I hope this email finds you in good health and safe.  As Acting Chief and first responder at 
the Bethesda Fire Department, what we see ravaging our community, and millions others 
around the world, COVID-19, is unprecedented, unpredictable, and unforgiving. We are 
truly battling the unknown, an uneasy reality as we fight the invisible fight. And yet, there is 
hope, which is why I am writing you today.  

For the brave men and women of Bethesda Fire Department, public service is our calling. 
Our DNA is to run towards adversity, to provide help where needed; the battle versus 
COVID-19 is no different. While we hope our community can remain as safe and healthy as 
possible, we know there are still many out there who will need help.  We are fortunate that 
our Fire Department can count on our incredible volunteers and career personnel to do 
their best to serve our Bethesda residents, we cannot do this alone, we need citizen and 
corporate heroes … we need you.    

For the first time in a long while, we are all united in the same fight.  But we need 
assistance to sustain and ultimately win the fight against COVID-19 and to advance our 
operations. We are thinking of what the community of our tomorrow looks like, and how 
we can continue to safeguard and steward its safety.   

Please consider a donation that will directly benefit the efforts of our first responders as we 
act on their commitment to you, the community we serve. To donate online please visit our 
website by clicking here or going to: https://www.bethesdafire.org/donate/.  You also have 
the option of mailing a donation by check to the attention of Extinguish COVID at Station 6, 
located at the address herein. Donations to the Bethesda Fire Department may qualify as 
tax-deductible under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

I want to thank you for reading this letter and recognizing all the brave men and women on 
the frontline, their spouses/partners, and their families during these times.   
  
Stay safe, healthy, and please follow the recommendations of the health experts to do your 
part in extinguishing the spread of COVID-19.     
 

Sincerely, 

Andrew Genova, MPS 
Acting Chief, Bethesda Fire Department  
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