
 

 

 

CKA Response to Coronavirus Outbreak 

At CKA, we have been following the news and carefully considering how the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak will shape our planning as we prepare for 
our 2020 programs. Our members and guests’ health and safety are top 
priorities so we will proceed rationally and with caution. Thus, if there is any 
concern, we are prepared to postpone or cancel scheduled events. 
 
Rise of Anti-Asian Sentiment 
 
We are also troubled by the increasing reports of harassment cases against 
Asian Americans as a result of fear, misinformation and racial stereotyping 
triggered by COVID-19. As news will likely persist on the growing number of 
infected Americans, we fear that micro- and overt-aggression toward Asian 
American individuals and businesses will also increase.   
 
We are communicating with regional Korean American and national Asian 
American organizations (e.g., NCAPA) to discuss how we can work together 
to push back the rising tide of xenophobia and racism during this time of 
uncertainty. For example, CKA and dozens of other AAPI civic groups are 
actively calling on the White House and U.S. Congress leaders to speak out 
as a bipartisan group against the growing anti-Asian American sentiment 
fueled by fear linked to the spread of COVID-19.   
 
It is more important than ever that our national leaders call for composure 
and dispel any misinformation that stokes uncertainty and trepidation.  
 
We are encouraged by the recent efforts of Asian American leaders such 
as  the Congressional Asian Pacific American Caucus (CAPAC) and Asian 
American Journalist Association in speaking out against racism and 
encouraging their fellow colleagues not to perpetuate racial stereotyping and 
unsubstantiated information about COVID-19.  
 
Helping our Local Asian American Restaurants and Businesses 
 
Finally, now is not the time to play defense. Rather, we need to be on the 
offense to counter the misinformation undermining Asian American 
businesses and restaurants that are being hit the hardest. We will be working  

https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-03-03/feinstein-decries-unconscionable-racism-amid-coronavirus-outbreak
http://www.ncapaonline.org/about
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/asian-american-lawmakers-urge-congress-members-stop-spreading-coronavirus-misinformation-n1145581
https://www.aaja.org/guidance_on_coronavirus_coverage
https://www.aaja.org/guidance_on_coronavirus_coverage


 

 

 
with other AAPI organizations to launch an information campaign 
encouraging Americans to support Asian Americans by supporting Asian 
American small-medium businesses and visiting their local Asian restaurants.  
 
In this time of anxiety, we must not allow only tragedy and fear to monopolize 
our information channels, but rather we must fill it with hope and humanity 
and how we as a community are working together to help those in need.  
 
Information about COVID-19 from the CDC 

• Preventive measures for individuals: How to prevent COVID-19 

• Preventive measures for your community: How your neighborhood 
can prepare for COVID-19 

• General Information about COVID-19: Fact Sheet about COVID-19 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/prevention-treatment.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/get-your-household-ready-for-COVID-19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/get-your-household-ready-for-COVID-19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/share-facts.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fabout%2Fshare-facts-stop-fear.html

