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African American Radical Resistance to 

Secure the Right to Vote



Fugitive Slave Acts, in U.S. history, statutes 

passed by Congress in 1793 and 1850

Abolitionist Broadsides Slaver Newspaper Ads



Geographic Distribution of  Free Persons of  Color, 1840

- David A. Bateman 2018



SOLOMON NORTHUP

• Born in the Adirondacks 

in Minerva, New York



Strategic Place & Location

• Available Land

• Vote Land Requirement

• Strategic Northern Route for 

Underground Railroad 



1846 New York State Constitutional 

Convention

• The 1840s, however, inaugurated a new 
phase in the fight over voting rights. 
Rhode Island re-enfranchised black men in 
1843

• Liberty Party (later merged into the “Free 
Soil Party,” then the Republican Party.”

• The party was an early advocate of  
the abolitionist cause.

• 1846 Pushed for  Article II universal  
suffrage equal to that of  Rhode Island

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abolitionism_in_the_United_States


TWELVE* BLACK SUFFRAGE SETTLEMENTS

• Blacksville,

• Bloomingdale,

• Freeman’s Home, 

• Negrow Brook/Negro 
Hill,

• Ray Brook,

• St. Armand,

• Timbuctoo,

• Township 9,

• Township 10,

• Township 11,

• Township 12,

• Vermontville, 



- David A. Bateman 2018



Why the Adirondacks?

• High Peaks Buffer 

(strategic location)

• Major Corridor by 

land and water for 

Underground Rail 

Road



- David A. Bateman 2018



3,000 Deeds 



Gerritt Smith enlists Willis Augustus 

Hodges (February 12, 1815 – September 24, 

1890) was an African-American abolitionist, 

journalist, and statesman who became 

prominent in Brooklyn, New York.

Hodges radical press “The Ram”

attracted attention and friendship of  John 

Brown!

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abolitionism_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brooklyn,_New_York




JOHN BROWN JOINS THE 

MOVEMENT



John Brown Letter to Willis Hodges – Supplies for the Raid on 

Harpers Ferry



THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD

Via Peekskill, New York



Hawley & Harriet Green


