OUR SEIARED
ADIRONDACK LEGACY

African American Radical Resistance to
Secure the Right to Vote



Fugitive Slave Acts, in U.S. history, statutes
passed by Congress in 1793 and 1850
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States Recognizing Voting
B Rights of Free Men of Color

States Disenfranchising
Free Men of Color

- David A. Bateman 2018
Note: Each dot is the approximate location of twenty free persons of color.

1340

)

o




)

SOLOMON NORTHUP

Born in the Adirondacks 5 FRSES é‘ﬂ\ﬁm ORTHUP &

in Minerva, New York

WROTE “TWE

WILLIAM C. POMEROY ©

p,

(%’/// SnSIi C 4 A

)

BIPS o s » _ _ e -~ T Paars = T —



Y S S S S SRESIEFA S ST PSSR SRS

\
)
)
\

R

S

S S

AT
5

e
Savanac)L

|

!

“5}

The Adirondack Country

showing boundaries of the
Adivondack State Park

o:-oviwu

SCALE OF MiLES Saratoga

Springs( '

Available L.and

Vote Land Requirement

Strategic Northern Route for

Underground Railroad

TP e e e G

- : -

B R Ras Tt S e T e e R e

L B R R B B T T T

e




1846 New York State Constitutional
Convention

The 1840s, however, inaugurated a new
phase in the fight over voting rights.

Rhode Island re-enfranchised black men in
1843

Liberty Party (later merged into the “Free
Soil Party,” then the Republican Party.”

The party was an early advocate of
the abolitionist cause.

1846 Pushed for Article II universal
suffrage equal to that of Rhode Island



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abolitionism_in_the_United_States

TWELVE* BLACK SUFFRAGE SETTLEMENTS
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\©) Voter and average transition rates calculated using Won-ho Park (2008)

Estimated proportion of votes cast for black suffrage by party voters (percent) &
For Black Suffrage Against Black Suffrage Did Not Vote

New York (1846) and Connecticut (1847)

Democratic Voters 8 51 41

Whig Voters 19 45 36

Liberty Party Voters 63 3 34
Wisconsin (1847, 1849) and Michigan (1850)

Democratic Voters 11 3% 50

Whig Voters 17 48 35

Free Soil Voters 59 2 39
New York (1846), Connecticut (1847), Wisconsin (1847, 1849), and Michigan (1850)

Democratic Voters 9 50 42

Whig Voters 19 45 36

Liberty/Free Soil Voters 61 3 36
lowa (1857)

Democratic Voters 1 68 31

Republican Party Voters 17 40 43
Wisconsin (1857)

Democratic Voters 11 80 9

Republican Party Voters 63 29 8
New York (1860)

Democratic Voters 2 58 40

Republican Party Voters 40 12 48

- David A. Bateman 2018
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High Peaks Buffer
(Strategic location)

Major Corridor by
land and water for
Underground Rail
Road

Why the Adirondacks?
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Results in antebellum suffrage referenda (percent)

State For Black Suffrage Against Black Suffrage Turnout
Rhode Island (1843)* 69.6 30.4 33
New York (1846) 25.1 74.9 41
Connecticut (1847) 21.5 78.5 35
Wisconsin (1846) Saul 66.9 68
Wisconsin (1849)* 56.4 43.6 31
Michigan (1850) 28.6 71.4 75
Wisconsin (1857) 40.6 59.4 78
lowa (1857) 14.7 85.3 72
New York (1860) 40.6 59.4 51

* Low turnout invalidated the results in Wisconsin in 1849; the state supreme court would later decide that the measure had passed.
Opponents of the Whig Constitution in Rhode Island boycotted the votes on ratification and black suffrage, although atleast 1,500 voters
who supported the first voted against the second.

- David A. Bateman 2018
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Gerritt Smith enlists Willis Augustus
Hodges (February 12, 1815 — September 24,
1890) was an African-American abolitionist,

journalist, and statesman who became
prominent in Brooklyn, New York.
Hodges radical press ““I'he Ram™

attracted attention and friendship of John
1t Brown!
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abolitionism_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brooklyn,_New_York
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JOHN BROWN JOINS THE
MOVEMENT

“Do not let anyone forget the vast
importance of sustaining the very best
character for honesty, truth, industry,
and faithfulness. | hope everyone will
be determined not to merely conduct as
well as the whites, but to set them an example in all things.”

John Brown to Willis Hodges (January 1849) -
Founder of Blacksville from Brooklyn, NY
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John Brown & Willis A. Hodges Letters

| S e et S

1848 - 1849 Bl
ey "I have just returned home & on my way at Troy I bought 5 e

S Barrels of Pork & 5 Barrels of Flour. Three Barrels of the Pork 7
S & three barrels of the flour are directed to yourself care of s
Foper Colvin & Allen, Port Kent. The other two Barrels of Pork & of S
i Flour I have sent to Timbucto e
sttt small settlement of free blacks and former slaves founded in e
Tl 1845} I wish you so to divide with the different families as to s
i make all as happy & comfortable as possible... You will have s
i the freight to pay from Troy as I had not sufficient funds with bisteiss
me to pay it. You must try & make your money reach now until i
Spring as | have now paid out quite a sum in the different ways. Gizas

[ shall expect to hear from you soon how you all get along, & :

whether you get the provisions all safe. Yours in truth John

Brown"

Addressed to: Mr. Willis A Hodges (near Loon Lake
/ Merrillsville Post Office / Franklin Co/ N Y."




©  THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD ®

Via Peekskill, New York |
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Hawley & Harriet Green

r— No story relating to Civil War Peekskill
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ould seem complete without some reference to
awley Green, a barber here for many years.
He was “one of the first barbers in Peekskill and
one of the two colored men to vote when he had
to be worth $250 before he could exercise the
franchise,” Stephen D. Horton recalled in his
memoirs. Others have written that he was of
strict religious beliefs and was highly respected.
Stories passed on by successive generations say
that prior to the war he was active in the “Under-
ground Railroad,” an unofficial but etficient
organization that helped escaped slaves from the
South reach the Canadian border. It has also
been reported that he fathered a large family
and that one of his wives was an Indian squaw.
The author has beenmtoldthatto this day, Negroes,
presumably great grandchildren, come to Peekskill
making inquiries about Hawley Green. But the
current day Green's in Peekskill apparently are

not related to Peekskill's early and long-time
barber.

at 1112 Main St.

being located

the Greens were active members in the community.
“Underground Railroad.” Mr. Green was amongst

from Peckskill, NY (1800’s). They were the parents of
ip). Jacob H., Samantha (Deys), Lydia V. (Washington).

L. (Butler), A. Eliza (Williams), William (Gip), J:
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local history,

and active in the
and owned various properties there; one
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John, Robert A., and Richard H. Based on
very

the first tgarbe:s in Peekskill
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