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Mark 1:9-15

The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when he is tested by
Satan so that he might proclaim the good news of God’s reign.                        
Glory to you, O Lord

9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in
the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens
torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”    12And the
Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness
forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels
waited on him.    14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee,
proclaiming the good news of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”

         

OPEN
• When the mail comes, what do you open and read first?  
• When you buy clothes, are you more interested in the low price or high quality?

DIG
• What do the contexts of the quotes (Mal. 3:1, Isa 40:3) teach about the “coming one”? 
• Why is John’s ministry so popular (v 4-5)?
• What does John’s clothing and diet say about him (v.6, see 2 Kings 1:8, Mal 4:5)?  
• Given John’s message, (v 7-8), what type of person is the crowd anticipating (Isa. 32:15-

20)?  How do thses expectations account for the crowd’s reception of John, desptie his
hard message?  

REFLECT
• What from your life illustrates what it means to repent? 
• When did Jesus Christ become more than just a religious figure or “cuss word” to you ? 
• What “supernatural wilderness” has God sent you into?  How has that confirmed his love

or mission?


