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June 4, 2020 

 

Dear Niagara-on-the-Lake Community Member,  

The Coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic, much like the Spanish Flu, is a major moment in history. We are 

experiencing its impact locally, nationally and internationally. The Niagara-on-the-Lake Museum is 

committed to preserving our experiences as individuals, families, and as a community who is facing this 

crisis together. 

We are interested in collecting contemporary objects and personal experiences during temporary closures 

and physical distancing protocols in addition to individual and collective experiences. We are hoping that 

you can help us preserve our history by helping us collect and preserve our communities’ experiences that 

reflect about how we are living and adapting to this moment in history. 

We are asking that when this pandemic is over you consider saving any physical objects or digital items 

and donating them to the Museum. Examples of these types of items can be found below. By donating 

these items to the Museum, you will be helping future historians and researchers’ study and learn from 

the pandemic and show how our community came together during this crisis.   

Digital and Physical Items 
Examples of digital items: 

• Photographs of sidewalk art, empty streets, parks and storefronts, blocked playgrounds, daily 

selfies or family self-portraits 

• Your view of the outside world, taken through a window or doorway (i.e. place of business, house, 

condo, apartment, etc.) 

• Pictures and written reflections from your perspective or that of frontline workers 

Examples of physical items: 

• A handwritten journal you started during COVID19 

• Closed signs 

• Your favorite takeout menu or family recipe eaten during the pandemic 

• Things you made by hand (i.e. knitting, crocheting, papier-mâché, drawing, painting, constructing, 

etc.) 

• Locally 3D-printed PPE (personal protective equipment), locally sewn masks, or rocks painted and 

placed around the community, or signs made to thank frontline workers etc. 
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We also have set up a dedicated phoneline where you can leave a voicemail with your own experience. 

We are trying to encourage as many people to use this resource as possible as personal experiences are 

what will help us understand the pandemic in the future. Please call 289-719-1918 today.  

If you have questions about the Niagara-on-the-Lake Museums COVID-19 collecting, please reach out 

at contact@nhsm.ca or 905-468-3912.  

Sincerely,  

 

Sarah Kaufman 

Managing Director & Curator  
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