
 

 

 

  

 

 

A Message from Music Niagara's 
Artistic Director, Atis Bankas 

Dear Friends, Music Lovers and Supporters of Music Niagara Festival: 
  
In these difficult times of uncertainty, as a musician and performer I feel a great 
need to contribute to society at large by helping to bring emotional stability and a 
sense of normalcy in our everyday lives. I believe it is my civic duty and obligation 
to offer the community the opportunity to hear great music in order to remind 
people of universal human values in hope that music will help all of us to remain as 
civilized as before this pandemic hit the entire world. 
  
Since childhood I have felt strongly that music has therapeutic characteristics that 
allows us to cope with difficult situations.  History is full of examples where music 
has played a very important role in preserving human spirit during war times and 
this is a warlike situation as we try to escape (evade) the invisible enemy. 



 

  
During the process of listening to classical music, we can keep our emotional state 
private and intimate, and at the same time feel a deep sense of connectiveness 
with other human beings. Shostakovich's seventh symphony was written and 
performed during the siege of Leningrad in 1941 and broadcast across the front 
lines. Music helped people feel human when suffering inhuman conditions. 
  
With all that in mind, I’m working on ways to stream Music Niagara performances 
so that our patrons, volunteers, sponsors and community can feel connected and 
continue to experience a sense of belonging. In the next little while we will 
announce when these performances will take place for everyone to enjoy. 
 
Below is the link to one of my favorite short pieces - the “Prayer” from 
Handel’s canticle “Dettingen Te Deum”, arranged for violin by Carl Flesch and 
performed here by world renowned Russian violinist Leonid Kogan. Handel wrote 
this work in 1743, after the British army and its allies won a victory at the Battle of 
Dettingen over the French army. The “Prayer” speaks powerfully to our current 
emotional state and being placed by Handel towards the end of the piece, the 
whole canticle ends in victory celebration. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IXjTRkcvgxo 
With warmest regards, 
Atis Bankas 
 
Please check musicniagara.org where we will keep all of you informed of our 
musical intentions. 
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