St Andrew’s Episcopal Church Vestry Minutes
7/19/26

Present: Father Kevin Lowe, Sandy Elion, Jon Frey, Ned Searles (clerk), Regina Weyer, Troy Williamson, Cathy Habegger (Senior Warden-- “SW”), Loren Gustafson (Junior Warden-- “JW’), Linda Swan. Jo-Ann Pacenta (treasurer). Absent: Rob Hontz

Meeting begins: 11:45 am

Opening Prayer:

Almighty and everlasting God, you have given the gifts of leadership and service to those in your Church who guide the care and keeping of our parish. Be present with those who serve on our vestry, that their committed hearts may be ﬁxed upon you. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Approval of meeting minutes

FK will share the May meeting minutes with the vestry…There was no official meeting in June. So at a future meeting we will discuss the May meeting minutes. 

Reports

Rector Report

FK formally requested the Bishop to offer a non-alcoholic wine option at Communion, alongside regular wine, and she has granted our parish permission to do this.

FK will work with the altar guild to try different options.

JW asked about the donations provided by the parish to support the Honduran family through SUN-ICS.  We all expressed gratitude for the generosity of this parish.

Warden Reports

No new business.

Treasurer Report

We are doing well financially. We are $18,000 ahead of budget in terms of offerings. Part of it is timing, but people are giving more than they initially pledged (e.g. a family pledged $3000 but has actually given $5000).

Total expenses are less than budget by $3000 for the year. We are doing a good job of controlling expenses.  Now we are $25,000 ahead of budget (whereas in June we were $1000 behind), which is a great thing.

At the annual sale, a woman gave the church an additional $1000 for items that she discovered in the back.

Note: people are less likely to purchase an item with a price tag. Ironically, without tags, we make more.

There was a question about the pew cushions.  It was paid for as a specific, direct donation.  The finance committee is still trying to figure out how to put that in the spreadsheet.

JW mentioned that we are ahead of where we want to be, but we are still in a deficit for the year as a whole. 

FK: It’s a good trend but we are not out of the woods yet.  

Treasurer: It might be good to share this news with the congregation so that parishioners can start thinking about their pledges for next year.

JW is willing to write a note for an upcoming Friday Flash. 

FK agreed to meet with Tina and Jo-Ann to make sure we have accurate budget information.

Committee/Ministry Reports

Altar guild update: It was mentioned that an altar guild member is looking into additional shelving for the sacristy.

Nursery update: Jon Frey and Tammy have been assisting regularly with Bonnie. But RW mentioned that we need to start thinking about a more permanent option. Jon said that he and Tammy enjoy volunteering in the nursery. 

It was mentioned again how grateful Bonnie’s family was for FK’s presence at the memorial service for the family.

Pastoral Care Concerns


New Business

A vestry member asked how the congregation is supposed to address our intern. FK says it’s fine to address him as “David.”

FK will set up a lay committee to assist with his formation and provide him feedback.

We elected RW and Judy Hontz to be delegates and Sandy as an alternate at this year’s diocesan convention. But the diocese wants us to name two more delegates due to a change in the bylaws. Our church is supposed to send four delegates to the convention.

Sandy agrees to be a third delegate. 

JW (Loren Gustafson) volunteers to be the fourth delegate. Linda Swan and Shirley will be the alternates.

Vestry votes unanimously to approve the additional slate of delegates and alternates.

Online business meeting is October 3.  The in-person meeting is open to all members of the diocese and will take place when the Presiding Bishop Sean Rowe visits the diocese October 16-17.  More details about the event will be released 

It was mentioned that it would be nice to have a parish picnic. The Reeves are willing to host a picnic at their home (Brae Lane).

JW reminded us how we used to have coffee hour outside between the rectory and the sanctuary. FK suggested we ask people if they would like to do that.

It was suggested we could consider gathering at Knoebels for a picnic as a future event.

Clerk volunteered to look into potential dates, times, and places for a fall picnic (some time in September or October). 


Closing Prayer and Blessing

Meeting adjourned at 12:31 pm.




