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WELCOME TO
ST. ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
The Rev. Dr. Kevin Lowe, Priest-in-Charge
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II
MARCH 30, 2025
10:00 AM

[bookmark: _Hlk187419484]OUR MISSION STATEMENT
We, a loving and inclusive community united in Christ, both joyfully and humbly celebrate our tradition and faith through worship, fellowship, spiritual formation and prayer. With our commitment to love, justice, and peace for all peoples, we stand ever ready to share with others the bounty of God’s grace to God’s greater glory.

A NOTE TO OUR VISITORS:  Whoever you are and wherever you are on your journey of faith, welcome to St. Andrew's!  We are glad you have joined us this morning and invite you to participate in the worship as much as possible. Our prayers for the liturgy are from the Book of Common Prayer and Enriching Our Worship of the Episcopal Church and are printed in this bulletin.  The hymns can be found in the blue Hymnal 1982; hymn numbers preceded by "S" are found in the front of the hymnal.  Please make yourself known to the Greeters and sign our guest book in the Narthex near the front door.  Restrooms are located on Level 1, down the hall and to your right.

[bookmark: _Hlk184739924]A WORD ABOUT HOLY COMMUNION:  The invitation to receive Holy Communion is extended to all Christians regardless of age or denominational affiliation.  To receive the Sacrament in the bread simply hold out your open hands with one hand placed over the other. Gluten free wafers available upon request.  To receive the Sacrament of the wine, either drink from the chalice or take a cup from the first tray and place the empty cup in the second tray.  If you or your child would like to come to the altar rail but do not wish to receive Communion, please cross your arms over your chest and the priest will give you a blessing.  Or if you or your child would prefer to receive in one kind only, please cross your arms over your chest as the wine is offered.  If you need to have Communion brought to where you are seated, please inform one of the Greeters.





Artwork on the cover: Hans Peter Feddersen, "Return of the Prodigal Son," from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.



THE WORD OF GOD

PRELUDE: Lamb of God                                                                          -Wagner
  

OPENING HYMN                                                              #470, The Hymnal 1982
“There’s a wideness in God’s mercy” 

THE PENITENTIAL ORDER                                                                                               BCP p.351

	Celebrant	Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins; 
	People	His mercy endures for ever. 

Celebrant
Since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. Hebrews 4:14,16
Celebrant  
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.

Minister and People
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.


The Priest stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.



KYRIE                                                                                                             WLP p. 837
[image: ]
[image: ]

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY                                                                         BCP p.218

Celebrant		The Lord be with you. 
People		And also with you.  
Celebrant		Let us pray.  
Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
[bookmark: _Hlk184910603][bookmark: _Hlk192517409]THE LESSONS (seated)
[bookmark: _Hlk187153755]OLD TESTAMENT: Joshua 5:9-12
Lector  A reading from the book of Joshua.
The Lord said to Joshua, "Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt." And so that place is called Gilgal to this day.
While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. On the day after the passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year.
Lector      The Word of the Lord.                                                                                   
[bookmark: _Hlk187153787]People      Thanks be to God.	
[bookmark: _Hlk190094271][bookmark: _Hlk187153966][bookmark: _Hlk188452546]PSALM 32  Beati quorum
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Hlk192517460][bookmark: _Hlk193895895]Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, *
and whose sin is put away! Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, * and in whose spirit there is no guile! While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, * because of my groaning all day long. For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; *my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.  R./All
Then I acknowledged my sin to you, * and did not conceal my guilt. I said," I will confess my transgressions to the Lord." * Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin. Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; * when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them. You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; * you surround me with shouts of deliverance.  R./All
"I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; * I will guide you with my eye.  Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; * who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you." Great are the tribulations of the wicked; * but mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord. Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; * shout for joy, all who are true of heart.   R./All
[bookmark: _Hlk184910673]THE EPISTLE: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Lector   A reading from the second letter of Paul to the Corinthians.
From now on, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
Lector       The Word of the Lord.     	  
People       Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
[image: ]
[image: ]
THE GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
[bookmark: _Hlk185609060]Celebrant    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People          Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
All the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, "This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them."
So Jesus told them this parable:
"There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.' So he divided his property between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, 'How many of my father's hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands."' So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' But the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly, bring out a robe--the best one--and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!' And they began to celebrate.                                           "Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He replied, 'Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.' Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. But he answered his father, 'Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!' Then the father said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.'" 
Celebrant    The Gospel of the Lord.       
People          Praise to you, Lord Christ.
	
THE SERMON                                                            	             Father Kevin Lowe

THE NICENE CREED  (standing, said together)                                          EOW 1 p. 53

We believe in one God,
	the Father, the Almighty,
	maker of heaven and earth,
	of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
	the only Son of God,
	eternally begotten of the Father,
	God from God, Light from Light,
	true God from true God,
	begotten, not made,
	of one Being with the Father;
	through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
	he came down from heaven,
	was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
	and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
	he suffered death and was buried.
	On the third day he rose again
	in accordance with the Scriptures;
	he ascended into heaven
	and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
	He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
	and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
	who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
	who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
	who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
	We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
	We look for the resurrection of the dead,
	and the life of the world to come.  Amen
[bookmark: _Hlk184910717][bookmark: _Hlk188452601]

[bookmark: _Hlk192517638]PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                     Hear Our Prayer p.178

Forgiving Father, you watch for us with a loving heart, welcoming us home to you.  Give us grace to see our path clearly and correct our course when we are led astray.  Hear and answer our prayers to you as we say, Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Send your message of love to the world through us, that we might be examples of your good news to those who know us. Use our hearts and hands to your purpose.  Open our mouths to advocate for the poor. Give us ears that hear the cries of the lonely, the forgotten, the imprisoned, and the poor.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Turn our foolish hearts from hate and division and unite us in a bond of love that will not tolerate persecution, violence, or waste. Give our leaders the desire for true service to your people and a passion for bringing peace to all nations.
[bookmark: _Hlk187074077]Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Give strength to those who are afraid, to those who are facing diagnoses, disaster, or loss. Comfort them with your spirit of hope and restore those things which have been lost.  
[bookmark: _Hlk193120929][bookmark: _Hlk189235314]Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Turn us away from bitterness and hopelessness. Give healing to those who are ill, peace to those of anxious heart or defeated spirit, that they might find wholeness of body, mind, and soul. We pray especially for The Denison Family, Cheryl D., Carey G., Cameron M., Kathy K., Carolyn S., Chris S., John M., Grace E., Doug S. The homebound; and those in long term care. For all police, fire-fighters, first responders and those in the military especially: Jose C., Drew M. and Kyle M. In the Anglican Communion, for the Province of the Anglican Church of the Congo. In our Diocese for St. Thomas Episcopal Church; Lancaster; in our Convocation for Christ Memorial Church, Danville. We pray for this week's Outreach Ministries: Prayer Shawl Ministry and Transitions.  We remember and pray for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this week especially, Harrison Gronlund (3.30).
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.                        

Give comfort to those who grieve and care to those who have died, and grant that we might all know resurrected life in your new age.  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect:
Father, you rejoice when what is lost becomes found in you; search our hearts and keep them ever focused on the abundant life we find in you, your Son and the Holy Spirit.   Amen.
[bookmark: _Hlk185610350]
THE PEACE (standing) 
    Celebrant    The peace of the Lord be always with you.
    People          And also with you.

THE OFFERTORY
Celebrant                                                                                                                                                    
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERINGS
[bookmark: _Hlk187332731]
THE DOXOLOGY (all)
[bookmark: _Hlk121938281]Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.   Amen
OFFERTORY: O Lord My God                                                                 -Wesley

THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
[bookmark: _Hlk187332806]
[bookmark: _Hlk187332836]EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A        		                                                       BCP p.361                                        
Celebrant		The Lord be with you.
People		And also with you.
Celebrant		Lift up your hearts.
People		We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant		Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People		It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Then the Celebrant proceeds
[bookmark: _Hlk191738088]It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. You bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts, and prepare with joy for the Paschal feast; that, fervent in prayer and in works of mercy, and renewed by your Word and Sacraments, they may come to the fullness of grace which you have prepared for those who love you. 

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:	

S129                                                                                                                                      SANCTUS 
[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
(You may remain standing or kneel for the rest of the Eucharistic Prayer)
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.  He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."  

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

		Christ has died.   
		Christ is risen.
		Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

[bookmark: _Hlk187333006]All this we ask through your son, Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.   
[bookmark: _Hlk187333050]S143                                                                                                                         AMEN
[image: ]
The Celebrant continues
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
	
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept.

S169                                                                                                FRACTION ANTHEM   
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Hlk187333153][image: ]             
[image: ]

The Celebrant
The Gifts of God for the people of God.

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE

COMMUNION:  Our Father in Heaven Who Art                                        -Bach

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER (said by all)	 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son and heirs of your eternal kingdom.  And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  To him, to you and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE PEOPLE                                                                                                      BOS 25
Celebrant   Let us bow down before the Lord.

Look down in mercy, Lord on your people who kneel before you; and grant that those whom you have nourished by your Word and Sacraments may bring forth fruit worthy of repentance; through Christ our Lord.  Amen
[bookmark: _Hlk191998847]
[bookmark: _Hlk180504380]CLOSING HYMN                                                              #620, The Hymnal 1982
“Jerusalem, my happy home” 
THE DISMISSAL 	

Celebrant   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People         Thanks be to God. 

[bookmark: _Hlk185431620]POSTLUDE: Glorificamus                                                                        -Redford



SERVING TODAY’S LITURGY
Father Kevin Lowe, Celebrant and Preacher
Shirley Smith, Director of Music Ministries, and St. Andrew’s Choir
Judy Hontz & JoAnn Pacenta, Lay Eucharistic Ministers
JoAnn Pacenta, Lector
Judy Hontz, Altar Guild
[bookmark: _Hlk185517429]Al & Ann Reeves, Ushers/Greeters


LENT AT ST ANDREW’S
Wednesdays 
6:15pm Evening Prayer with Reflections on the Seven Last Words of Christ
in the church
Fridays 
5:30pm Stations of the Cross
in the church
[image: ]
HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 2025
Sunday April 13
10:00am Liturgy of Palm Sunday
Thursday April 17
7:00 pm Maundy Thursday Liturgy 
with Footwashing and Stripping of the Altar
Friday April 18
7:00pm Solemn Liturgy of Good Friday
Saturday April 19
8:00pm Great Vigil of Easter
Sunday April 20
10:00am Liturgy of Easter Sunday 
with breakfast before and egg hunt after

EASTER FLOWERS
There are offering envelopes in the pews if you would like to make a special contribution to the cost of our Easter flowers and decorations. Please fill out the envelope with any names to whom you would like to dedicate your offering, and drop the envelope in the offering plate or return to the office. Thank you for your contributions!  Remembrances are due by April 15.

[image: ]
Adult Formation Eastertide Book Study
How to Have an Enemy: Righteous Anger and the Work of Peace, by Melissa Florer-Bixler
6 Sundays beginning April 27, 11:30am

Jesus called us to love our enemies. But to befriend our enemies, we first have to acknowledge their existence, understand who they are, and recognize the ways they are acting in opposition to God’s good news. Throughout the Easter season, you're invited to join this study of Mennonite pastor Melissa Florer-Bixler’s book, and discuss how we as faithful Christians can confront and love our own enemies, and learn to live deeper into Jesus’s way of reconciliation. If you are interested in being part of this book study, please sign up in the narthex, and please acquire your own copy of the book if you can. (If you need assistance, please let Fr Kevin know.) 


Soup and Scripture with the Lewisburg Council of Churches
Wednesdays during Lent (and one Tuesday), 12 noon
Christ's Lutheran Church, 100 S 3rd St

These luncheons with devotions last about one hour.

*TUES 4/1: Bread for the Road: John 12:12–16 and Luke 19:28–40 
Presenter: The Rev. Kevin Lowe, St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church         *Wed 4/9: Bread for Feasting: John 21:1-17
Presenter: Pastor Ethan Shearer, Lewisburg UMC Charge

St. Andrew’s Staff
Priest in Charge- Rev. Dr. Kevin Lowe………rectorstandrewslbg@gmail.com
Music Director- Shirley Smith…………………….srsmith17772@windstream.net
 Administrative Assistant- Tina McGee……………….standrewslbg@gmail.com
Nursery Staff: Bonnie Rose and Morgan Daily
Office phone number- 570-524-2061

After hours or in case of Emergency please contact Father Kevin- 607.351.3899


[bookmark: _Hlk193812893]Vestry
Maggie Chappen (senior warden), Cathy Habegger (junior warden), Regina Weyer, Jon Frey, Ned Searles, Troy Williamson, Loren Gustafson, Linda Swan, Rob Hontz
Clerk of the Vestry: Ned Searles / Treasurer: Jo-Ann Pacenta

Please see The Friday Flash or church website at standrewslewisburg.com for a complete set of announcements.  If you do not receive the Friday Flash, and would like to, please call the parish office and leave a message, or email your information to standrewslbg@gmail.com
[image: ]All music reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License # 714024.  All rights reserved.
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