
Stachys ‘Hummelo’

Bee friendly!

Bee friendly!
Hardiness
USDA Zones 4 to 8, foliage may remain 
evergreen in warmer climates. 
 
Light
Full sun to part shade.
 
Soil
Well drained soil; water as necessary. 
 
Uses
This colorful and compact winner makes an 
excellent addition to the full sun perennial 
border. Terrific in combination with 
ornamental grasses, Echinacea purpurea, 
and Asclepias tuberosa (2018 Perennial 
Plant of the Year®). Wiry stems make for a 
great cut flower as well. 
 
Unique Qualities
Pollinators can’t resist the striking midsum-
mer spikes of magenta flowers rising above 
bright green, trouble-free foliage. ‘Hummelo’ 
was the highest rated Stachys in the 
Chicago Botanic Garden Evaluation Trials 
for its strong flower production, vigor, habit, 
quality and winter hardiness.
 
Maintenance
Spreads slowly by creeping rhizomes. 
May benefit from division every few years. 
Strong stems and seed heads add to winter 
interest. Considered deer-resistant!
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Stachys ‘Hummelo’
2019 Perennial Plant of the Year®

The Perennial Plant Association has awarded 
the title Perennial Plant of the Year® 2019 
to Stachys ‘Hummelo’. Stunning in massed 
plantings, and popular with designers, this 
late June-July bloomer is as trouble-free and 
dependable as it is eye-catching. 

Selected and introduced by famed German 
grower Ernst Pagels in the late 1990’s, this 
perennial further gained popularity as it was 
used by renowned designer and plantsman 
Piet Oudolf in some of his signature works. 
“Hummel” means “bumblebee” in German -  
appropriate, as Ernst observed many 
pollinators visiting the flowers. The cultivar 
name also honored Ernst’s close connection 
to Piet and his nursery and home at 
Hummelo, Netherlands. 

Stachys ‘Hummelo’ and related cultivars go 
by the common name of betony or wound-
wort. Stachys is in the mint family (Lamia-
ceae) with its characteristic opposite leaves 
and square stems. The genus also includes 
lamb’s ear - Stachys byzantina - known for 
its woolly silver leaves.  However ‘Hummelo’ 
features basal rosettes of ovate, glossy, bright 
green leaves. Tiny, two-lipped, rose-lavender 
flowers appear in dense spikes atop mostly 
leafless flowering stems, rising well above the 
foliage to 1 ½ to 2 feet tall in summer. Clumps 
will spread over time to form a dense ground 
cover. It is valued for its crinkled foliage and 
long display of prolific flowering spikes. 

As previously noted, Stachys ‘Hummelo’ 
received the highest rating out of 22 Stachys 
taxa in a comparative study by Richard 
Hawke, Plant Evaluation Manager of the 
Chicago Botanic Garden. Exceptional 
qualities included reblooming without 
deadheading, no observed reseeding, and 
outstanding uniformity.

The nomenclature of ‘Hummelo’ is not 
straightforward. Some resources, such as 
the Naamjilst and IPNI refer to monieri as the 
specific epithet (some sources spell it as 
monnieri). Many others list it as Stachys 
officinalis ‘Hummelo’,  including the Royal 

Horticulture Society, Missouri Botanical 
Garden, and Allan Armitage’s Herbaceous 
Perennial Plants: A Treatise on Their 
Identification, Culture and Garden Attributes.

Additional synonyms include Stachys 
macrantha ‘Hummelo’.  The World Checklist 
of Selected Plant Families, published by The 
Royal Botanic Gardens, and the  Euro+Med 
PlantBase describes S. monieri as a 
“misapplied name” for the species in general 
and Betonica officinalis as a basionym (origi-
nal name given a taxon). To further the confu-
sion, a number of European nurseries now list 
it as Stachys pradica ‘Hummelo’. Regardless 
of nomenclature, we all agree Stachys 
‘Hummelo’ is an outstanding plant! 

Grower notes (nursery and greenhouse)
Stachys ‘Hummelo’ requires vernalization in 
order to flower. Plant in fall for overwintering 
prior to spring sales, or confirm with your 
young plant supplier that liners received in 
spring have been vernalized.  Once dormancy 
breaks, this is a quick and easy crop - finishes 
in 8-10 weeks with no plant growth regulators 
necessary.  

Resources
Chicago Botanic Garden Research: 
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/research/or-
namental_plant_research/plant_evaluation

Royal Horticulture Society:
ht tps: / /www.rhs.org.uk/Plants/202743/
Stachys-officinalis-Hummelo/Details

Armitage, Allan M. 2008. Herbaceous Peren-
nial Plants: A Treatise on Their Identification, 
Culture, and Garden Attributes. 3rd Ed. Stipes 
Publishing. Ph
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About the Perennial Plant of the Year® (PPOY) 
The program began in 1990 to showcase a perennial that is a standout among its competitors 
- the ORIGINAL Perennial Plant of the Year award! 

Perennials chosen for this honor are suitable for a wide range of growing climates, require low 
maintenance, have multiple-season interest, and are relatively pest/disease-free. The PPA 
Board reviews the nominated perennials and selects 3 or 4 perennials to be placed on the 
ballot. Perennial Plant Association members vote each September for the PPOY two years 
forward and also nominate two additional plants for next year’s ballot. 
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