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SERMON OUTLINES FOR ALL FOUR ADVENT SUNDAYS

Each outline is written for Evangelical pastors — biblical, Christ-centered, non-partisan,
grounded in dignity and Scripture. This, of course, can be contextualized.

ADVENT WEEK 1 — HOPE

Title: “Hope for the Journey”
Text: Luke 2:1-7

Theme: God brings hope to families experiencing uncertainty, displacement, and closed
doors.

I. INTRODUCTION — The Holy Family’s Journey

e Mary and Joseph were traveling under imperial orders (Luke 2:1).
e They were far from home, vulnerable, and in need of shelter.
o The first Advent was marked not by comfort but by uncertainty.

II. ADVENT HOPE IS BORN IN HARD PLACES

o Hope does not ignore reality; it breaks into reality.
e Jesus’ birth shows that God steps into the difficulty of human journeys.
e We proclaim a hope that is not naive but incarnate.

I11. GOD SEES THOSE WHO FEEL UNSEEN

e “There was no room for them in the inn” (Luke 2:7).
e God’s response to human rejection is divine presence.
o Hope emerges where people are forgotten, overlooked, displaced.

IV. WE MAKE ROOM BECAUSE GOD MADE ROOM
e “Advent Welcome” is reclaiming biblical hospitality.
e The Inn in Bethlehem is a mirror — will our churches close or open?
e The Gospel compels us to make room in our hearts and congregations.

V. APPLICATION

e Offer one act of hospitality this week.



e Pray for families on difficult journeys.
e “Who needs me to make room for them today?”

VI. BENEDICTION

“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace as you welcome in His name.”

ADVENT WEEK 2 — PEACE

Title: “Peace That Makes Room”

Text: Isaiah 9:1-7

Theme: Christ brings a peace that pushes back fear, hostility, and scarcity.
I. INTRODUCTION — Advent Peace Is Not Sentimental

o Biblical peace (shalom) is not calm feelings — it is restoration.
o [saiah prophesies peace in a time of political turmoil and fear.

II. THE GOVERNMENT ON HIS SHOULDERS

o Christ’s peace is not tied to earthly rulers or parties.
e Christ’s kingdom as our source of security.
o His justice and righteousness bring true stability.

I11. PEACE DISARMS FEAR

e Fear says: “There’s not enough room.”
o The Gospel says: “Christ is enough.”
o Peace is the refusal to let fear determine our discipleship.

IV. PEACE CREATES SPACE

e Peace opens doors.

o Peace draws near.

o Peace welcomes the marginalized, the displaced, the stranger.
o Hospitality flows from peace.

V. APPLICATION

o Identify fear-based thinking in your life or church.
e Choose one concrete way to make room for those who feel unsafe.

VI. BENEDICTION



“May the Prince of Peace establish His peace in you, through you, and around you.”

ADVENT WEEK 3 — JOY

Title: “Joy at the Margins”

Text: Luke 2:8-14

Theme: Joy is found wherever God draws near to those on the margins.
L. INTRODUCTION — Joy Comes Unexpectedly

e God announces joy to shepherds: those overlooked, underpaid, unimportant.
e Joy comes to those society ignores.

II. THE GOOD NEWS IS FOR EVERYBODY

e We proclaim a Gospel rooted in dignity.
o Joy is not just a feeling — it is the evidence of God’s nearness.

II1. JOY LIFTS THE LOWLY
o The angels’ proclamation is God’s reversal of social status.
o Those who were “last” become the first recipients of joy.
o Immigrant families today often carry the weight of invisibility — but God sees.

IV.JOY EXPANDS OUR HEARTS

e When we make room for others, our joy multiplies.
e Joy grows in generosity, compassion, and welcome.

V. APPLICATION

e Surprise someone this week with an act of joy-filled generosity.
o Embrace joy by welcoming those God sends to your life.

VI. BENEDICTION

“May the joy of the Lord be your strength and your song.”
ADVENT WEEK 4 — LOVE

Title: “Love Makes Room”

Text: Matthew 25:35-40; 1 John 4:7-12



Theme: Love is the clearest sign of discipleship — and love creates space.
I. INTRODUCTION — Advent Love Is Costly Love

e Love in Scripture is not sentiment — it is sacrifice, hospitality, welcome.
e God moves toward us in love, not away.

II. LOVE IDENTIFIES WITH THE STRANGER

e Matthew 25: “I was a stranger and you welcomed me.”
e Jesus identifies Himself with the vulnerable.
o Evangelical love is obedience to Christ’s command.

III. LOVE IS OUR THEOLOGICAL IDENTITY
o Evangelicals emphasize new birth — transformed love.
e 1 John 4: “Whoever does not love does not know God.”
e Love proves our discipleship.

IV. LOVE MAKES ROOM

e Love opens doors, hearts, tables, churches.
o The opposite of love is not hate — it is indifference.

V. APPLICATION

e Who in your life has no “room in the inn”?
e What room can your family or church create this season?

VI. BENEDICTION

“May the love of Christ compel you to make room in His name.”



