
Dear Turkish Americans and Friends of Turkey, 
 
The Turkish American community is relatively young, with the first substantial wave of 
Turkish immigration to the U.S. having begun in the 1950s. First and second generation 
Turkish American community leaders have done their job, and we are thankful. It is time 
for third generation Turkish Americans to build on the achievements of their elders. 
 
The First Generation 
 
When my parents immigrated to America in the late 1950s, they and their friends knew 
nothing about lobbying, media watch, Congressional outreach, campaign financing, or 
how to preserve their Constitutional rights through the courts. My father used to say, 
“Politics is the hobby of the aristocrats. The rest of us pay their bills.” My parents and their 
friends thought America loved Turks because of the courageous Turkish soldiers in the 
Korean War. They thought Turkish Coffee, Turkish Delights, heavenly baklava, and 
vibrant and colorful Turkish folk dances spoke volumes of the kindness, hospitality and 
generosity of the Turkish people. 
 

 
My mother, Evsen (in the orange dress), hosts “Turkish Ladies Night”, Chicago (1960) 

 
They realized they were wrong, because in 1974, when Turkish Armed Forces intervened 
in Cyprus to save the Turkish Cypriots from ethnic cleansing and to stop Greece’s 
takeover of Cyprus, my parents saw that from Hollywood to Capitol Hill, Turkey’s name 
no longer shined; that from Congressional arms embargo of 1975 to Midnight Express of 
1978, their motherland, Turkey, and people of Turkish heritage were the target of hatred 
mobilized by an organized anti-Turkey lobby.  
 
For first generation Turkish American community leaders, this was a crude awakening to 
the value of public advocacy. Turkish Americans formed the Assembly of Turkish 
American Associations (ATAA). Meanwhile, Turkey responded to the arms embargo by 
building a robust defense industry. In the end, Turkish Americans and Turkey recovered 
fast, and ever stronger. 
 
It cannot go without saying that ATAA worked through hard times in those years. 
Armenian terrorists from ASALA and JCAG had no qualms about killing Americans 
alongside Turkish diplomats, attacking airports, sidewalk cafes and bars, and office 
buildings. Horrifically, by 1984, ASALA and JCAG had had assassinated four Turkish 
diplomats on American soil, and killed more than 70 and wounded more than 700 innocent 
people in America, Canada, Europe and Australia. After the Los Angeles Olympics, which 
coincided with a sudden halt in Armenian terrorism, PKK Kurdish terrorism began, which 
has since claimed more than 40,000 lives. All that the FBI could do was ask Turkish 
American community leaders to change their work commute routes everyday hopefully to 
confuse terrorists. Turkish Consul Generals switched to the drivers seat, while their 
bodyguards posed as diplomats in the back seat. It wasn’t easy to be a Turkish American, 
let alone a vocal one. 
 
The Second Generation 
 
Second generation Turkish American community leaders faced a new challenge — 
internal divisions. In 2009, I was elected as ATAA’s 14th President and ATAA's first 
American-born President, 26 years after the founding of ATAA. Unfortunately, my election 
was encumbered by a lawsuit that acutely reflected deep divisions in the Turkish 
American community. Indeed, by 2005, the Turkish American community had diversified 
into what seemed to be irreconcilable camps. Secular Turks became “elitists” and pious 
Turks became “hillbillies”, while both camps watched with astonishment as the “fresh-off-
the-boat” Gulenist Turks adeptly navigated the American political and economic system 
toward self-enrichment and political empowerment. During my term, twice I was invited 
into their cult, lured by promises that “unimaginably grand doors would be opened” for 
me. My reply was simple: “There is nothing that the US Constitution and Ataturk have not 
given me for success and happiness in my life.” 



 
(L-R) FTAA President Kaya Boztepe, TOBB Chairman Rifat Hisarciklioglu, ATAA President Gunay 

Evinch, Cosmos Club, Washington DC (2011) 

 
One thing was becoming abundantly clear to me. The United States government and 
Washington DC think tank community was enamored of the concept of so-called 
Moderate Muslims, who they marketed as faith-based cadres in majority Muslim countries 
who are predisposed to democratic values. The Gulenists were quick and keen to 
capitalize on the concept, appealing to American fears (ignorance) of Islam, marketing 
themselves as the response to violent extremism, and offering their self-declared imam, 
Fethullah Gulen, as some sort of Islamic Pope. 
 
Back in 2005, all hope seemed lost for the secular ATAA and Federation Turkish 
American Associations (FTAA), as well as for mainstream faith-based Turkish American 
groups, IF it wasn’t for the Ozmen family of Nevada and Ayasli family of Massachusetts 
who stepped up to support ATAA and FTAA and help it’s leaders realize what Thomas 
Phillip “Tip" O’Neill Jr., who was the Speaker of the House (1977-87), meant when he 
said, “All politics is local”.  
 

 
Serpil and Yalcin Ayasli, Washington DC (2016) 

 
Ms. Serpil Ayasli and Mr. Yalcin Ayasli formed the Turkish Coalition of America (TCA) to 
teach Turkish Americans how to lobby at the grassroots level, the Turkish Coalition PACs 
to strategically channel Turkish American wealth to support political campaigns, the 
Turkish American Legal Defense Fund (TALDF) to sue (and win against) those who 
violate the Constitutional Rights of Turkish Americans, and the Turkish Cultural 
Foundation (TCF) to bring American school teachers to Turkey to learn about Turkey first 
hand. There were many efforts to trip up the Ayasli's, but the Ayasli’s always prevailed, 
particularly because they did everything by the law. 
 

 
SNC CEO Eren Ozmen 

 
Turkish Americans Eren Omen of Izmir and Fatih Ozmen of Diyarbakir who made their 
first billion and produced the Dream Chaser for NASA to carry cargo to the International 
Space Station, generously supported Turkish American grassroots advocacy education 
and training based on Turkish American solidarity in diversity. 



 

 
Eren and Fatih Ozmen 

 
The Third Generation 
 
TASC believes in solidarity in diversity, which we refer to as the Samsun Principle. When 
the great Macedonian Turk, Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, escaped arrest from the Ottoman 
Sultan and landed in the Black Sea town of Samsun to commence the Turkish War of 
Independence, he embraced the full diversity of the people of Anatolia under a common 
nationality, common language, and sovereign rule by the people based on equality and 
representative democracy.  
 

 
23rd of April Turkish Children’s Day Celebrations, Washington Mall (2018) 

 
He elevated the downtrodden Ottoman Anatolian from mere survival to a Turkish citizen 
who now had the opportunity to aspire toward personal excellence. He concluded, "Happy 
is the one who says he’s / she’s a Turk”, which in Turkish is, "Ne Mutlu Turkum Diyene". 
When he said “Diyene” ("one who says"), he did not mean “DNA", because he knew that 
the people of Turkey were diverse as the crossroads of their homeland. 
 
For this reason, in 2014 I joined the Turkish American National Steering Committee 
(TASC). Like many, I needed to be a part of a grassroots organization that embraces the 
broadest diversity of Turkish Americans based on mutual respect and acceptance. Like 
many, I needed to be a part of an organization which seizes the day, and who does not 
cease to provide outstanding public service and representation to the Turkish American 
community.  
 
TASC is for the third generation of Turkish Americans simply because it is inclusive of all 
Turkish Americans who are loyal to both their homeland America and their motherland 
Turkey. Some may call it dual loyalty, in the same spirit in which Jewish Americans were 
criticized for loving Israel. I call it universal loyalty, because the future of US-Turkish 
relations depends on universal principles. And, I truly do love Turkey, America, and my 
Turkish American heritage. 
 
As Co-Chair of TASC, I am proud to present to you the final newsletter of 2018.  
I invite you to engage in American Democracy in the way that best meets your likes and 
skills, may that be advocating the interests of the Turkish American community, 
supporting the election campaigns of candidates who have vision and appreciate the US-
Turkish relationship, upholding the Constitutional Rights of Turkish American in the 
courts, or simply brewing a strong cup of Turkish coffee, offering Turkish Delights, baking 
baklava, pouring a glass of rich Turkish cabernet or dancing the Hora at a cultural festival. 
Be the best American you can be, and you will find that you have become the best 
Turkish American ever! 
 
With wishes of good health, happiness and prosperity in 2019, 
Warm Regards, Gunay Evinch 


