
1 
 

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCA 
Spirit-Led, Community-Driven 

December 6, 2023 
7 PM CT Traditional Worship 

WORSHIP ADVENT WEDNESDAY 
# 2 in CHAPEL 

 
GATHERING   The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 

MEDITATION GATHERING PRELUDE –  Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring  by J.S. 
Bach   (Public Domain)  
 
Lighting of the Advent Candle - PEACE & Call to Worship   
by Worship Asst Confirmation Student & ALL in BOLD 

C: A voice cries out. 
L: This is the beginning. 
C: The grass withers. The flower fades. The word of our God stands forever.  
L: This is the beginning. 
C: Prepare the way of the Lord! Make straight paths for our God! 
L: This is the beginning. 
C: And so we light this candle to shine forth with peace, for tidings of the beginning bring comfort to 
all people. 
L: This is the beginning. 
(Now the ADVENT Candle is lit) 
 
WELCOME &  LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT by Pastor 
 
INTRO THEME FOR ADVENT - A season of hopeful resonance * 
def: *The power to bring hope-filled thoughts, images, feelings, movements into minds/hearts of 
others! WELCOME to ADVENT SEASON! 

 
GREETING & PASSING OF JESUS’ PEACE During this time the minister and All greet each other. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the Communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all!      And also with you.    Then the assembly is seated. 

 
GATHERING HYMN All Earth Is Hopeful ELW # 266  One License #  see page 5 
 
READING   Isaiah 40: 1 – 11  by Worship Asst Confirmation Student & Pastor 
In grand, flowing, poetic lines, the prophet announces that the exile of God’s people in Babylon is over. 
God will deliver Israel and will care for her as a shepherd cares for the sheep. This word can be trusted, 
because the only enduring reality in life is the word of God. 
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Good news of God’s coming to a people in exile                             
Ben: 1Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served 
her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from 
the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. 
Pastor:  3A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of 
the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be 
made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough 
places a plain. 5Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and 
all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has 
spoken.” 
Ben:  6A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?”  
All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
7The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of  
the LORD blows upon it;  surely the people are grass. 8The grass withers, the flower fades; but the 
word of our God will stand forever. 
Pastor: 9Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength,   
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your 
God!” 10See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his 
recompense before him. 11He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
and carry them in his bosom, 333333and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 
READING  2 Peter 3:8-15a – Read by Pastor 
Waiting for and hastening the day of God 
This short letter deals with pressing concerns regarding the final advent of Jesus, especially concerns 
that could arise over its apparent delay. The author of the letter calls on Christians to anticipate the 
promised coming of the Lord through conduct dedicated to God. 
 
8Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a 
thousand years are like one day. 9The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, 
but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. 10But the day of the 
Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements 
will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed. 11Since all 
these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of 
holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which 
the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? 13But, in 
accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at 
home. 14Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at 
peace, without spot or blemish; 15aand regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. 
 
 
 
 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2023-12-10/0
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Advent 2: Tidings of the BEGINNING  - MESSAGE OF THE NIGHT 
 
PRAYER OF THE NIGHT – by Worship Asst Confirmation Student 
These prayers are ones written by the Confirmation Students and their families for Advent 
 
SENDING HYMN – Oh Come, Oh Come Emmanuel  ELW # 257  Verses 1, 3, & 6 
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SENDING BLESSING - by Pastor 
 
DISMISSAL 
P: Go to share tidings of hope, peace, joy, love, great joy for all people. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE   Come, Thou Long Expected Savior  by Michael Burkhardt (One License #10-230.1) 
 
“Tidings liturgy materials used by permission of the Eastern Missouri Conference, Central States 
Synod, ELCA. Copyright 2023.” 
 
Pastor Janice Hawley 
Worship Assistant Confirmation Student – Ben Heimsoth 
Camera – Philip Paul 
Traditional Music – Jack Hamill & Linda Tyahla 
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