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HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH  
Worship Sunday, April 12, 2020   -  11 AM 

Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Day 
& Holy Communion  

 

 
 

GATHERING         The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
GATHERING SONG  Cornerstone                  

Singers – Jonathan & Moira                           Band - Marty, Brandon, Paul, and Jason 
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WELCOME   
LET US PROCLAIM TOGETHER: 

JESUS CHRIST HAS RISEN!  HE IS RISEN INDEED! ALLELUIA!  
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 

P In the name of the Creator God, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,  

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

C We give you thanks, O God, 
for at the beginning your Spirit was at work, moving over the waters of creation’s 
birth, 

P Bringing forth life in all its fullness.  Through the gift of water, you nourish and sustain all 
living things. 

C  Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah ad his family. 
 Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 

P At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word, you claim us as siblings with all of Creation, 

C making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 

P Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
Renew all of Creation with healthy waters across the globe. 
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, Glory to You now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
OPENING SONG     Christ the Lord is Risen Today 
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GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his 
glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, 
that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

 
WORD         God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43  Read by Worship Asst. 
A reading from Acts. 
Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a summary of the 
essential message of Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life, death, and 
resurrection fulfilled the words of the prophets, “receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but 
in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know 
the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 
37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he 
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 
39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by 
hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not 
to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with 
him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify 
that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify 
about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  Read by Worship Asst. and Pastor 
 1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; 
  God’s mercy endures forever. 
 2Let Israel now declare, 
  “God’s mercy endures forever.” 
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 14The LORD is my strength and my song, 
  and has become my salvation. 
 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 
  “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 
 16The right hand of the LORD is exalted! 
  The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!” 
 17I shall not die, but live, 
  and declare the works of the LORD.   
 18The LORD indeed punished me sorely, 
  but did not hand me over to death. 
 19Open for me the gates of righteousness; 
  I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 
 20“This is the gate of the LORD; 
  here the righteous may enter.” 
 21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 
  and you have become my salvation.   
 22The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the chief cornerstone. 
 23By the LORD has this been done; 
  it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 24This is the day that the LORD has made; 
  let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   Fear & JOY! 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 28:1-10 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women are sent by an angel to proclaim the 
good news: Jesus is risen! 

1After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary went to see the tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the 
Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance 
was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4For fear of him the guards shook and 
became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you 
are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. 
Come, see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised 
from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is 
my message for you.” 8So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his 
disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of 
his feet, and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my 
brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
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Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON   RESURRECTED! 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

 
THE NICENE CREED   
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE – WORSHIP ASST. AND PASTOR 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all 
times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of resurrection, from the very beginning you give the church the gift of women as your 
witnesses: as preachers, teachers, and leaders (especially). Open our ears to their proclamation 
this day and always. Lord, in your mercy,   
hear our prayer. 
All your creation praises you—the earth hums, the seas pulse, the stars shine, and the galaxies 
whirl in glorious harmonies to honor you. Let us hear and blend our voices in the song. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
The countries of the world experience conflict; we set our minds on fear and greed rather than 
on your rule of justice and steadfast love. Build up all countries on your cornerstone of peace. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
We still weep with those who weep, and mourn with those who mourn. Cradle the fearful, the 
suffering, and the dying, assuring them of your loving presence, especially Dena, Marilyn, Karin, 
Lloyd, Keith, Henry, Jean, Donna, Adam, Kelly, Betty, Leah, Wayne, Marian, Bud, Judy, Lola, 
Joan, Pat, Amy, Vicki, Jason, Marissa, Renee, Rhonda, Sandy, Jennifer, Zach, Pastor Alix, all 
those being tested and treated for Covid 19. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Bless the creative and helpful service of worship leaders this day: Musicians and Singers, AV and 
Sound Asst., Worship assistants as readers, and all others who provide welcome and hospitality 
in our midst. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Risen Lord, you went ahead of us into the grave and defeated the powers of evil. We remember 
those who have died (especially). Inspire us to live our lives in this resurrection hope and draw 
us to you in our final days. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your 
eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
MEAL       God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
OFFERING  
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
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Please continue to offer to Holy Cross what you desire to give to God through  

1) Your established e-giving pledge through Vanco  OR  

2) through a new mobile App called GIVEPLUS+ is available from your mobile store online 

3) send your check directly to Holy Cross at 13014 Olive Blvd. in Creve Coeur, MO 63141 

4) Go to our Website and hit “DONATE NOW” http://www.holycrosselca.com/site/cs/links.asp 

The presiding minister instructs those communing at home to gather their bread / cracker / 
wine/ grape juice  elements to hold up during the Words of Institution. 

 
OFFERTORY SONG      Resurrection Hymn 
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As 
you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you 
and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
We give you thanks, Father, 
through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, 
whom you sent in this end of the ages 
to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will. 
He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will 
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and won for you a holy people; 
he stretched out his hands in suffering 
in order to free from suffering those who trust you. 
He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, 
in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, 
to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, 
to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, 
 
[HOME COMMUNICANTS – LIFT UP PLATE & CUP] 
Taking bread and giving thanks to you, said:    
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, 
we take this bread and cup, 
giving you thanks that you have made us worthy 
to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people. 
Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; 
gather into one all who share this bread and wine; 
fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, 
that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; 
through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, 
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
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and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words. 

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

Home Communion is prepared.  The bread may be broken for the communion. 

 
COMMUNION  
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
and each person may respond  Amen.  The ministers commune after others commune. 

 
COMMUNION SONG      Mighty to Save 
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 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, 
water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses 
to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, 
our risen Lord.   Amen. 

 
SENDING          God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.    Amen.   

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

SENDING SONG   My Redeemer Lives 



20 

 

 

 
 



21 

 

 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 


