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HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH –  ELCA  

SPIRIT-LED, COMMUNITY-DRIVEN  

8:30 AM CT Traditional Worship  
Sunday, April 14th, 2024 

Third Sunday of EASTER 
Holy Communion Setting 8 
Prayers Requests Please Text-in-Church 
314.329.0487 or Email Carrie at 
Office@holycrosselca.com 

 
GATHERING   The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God             

 
MEDITATION MUSIC  In Death’s Strong Grasp the Savior Lay arr. by Heinrich Bach  (Public Domain) 
In Death’s Strong Grasp the Savior Lay from Orgelbuchlein arr. by J.S. Bach  (Public Domain)     
 
WELCOME by Worship Asst 
 
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT & ANNNOUNCEMENTS  by Pastor 
      
THEME OF THE DAY  -  ALL THAT IS CREATED has  HEARTS BURNING 
 
PRELUDE The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done from With Everlasting Alleluias arr. by Victor C. Johnson 
2013 Lorenze Publishing Co. All Rights Reserved. (One License #228553) 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94) 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
C: Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Silence is kept for reflection. 
Gracious God, 
C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the 
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, 
and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with 
Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty 
God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through 
faith.     
C: Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen (ELW 377)  Music by David N. Johnson.  Words by 
Herbert Brokerage.  Text c.1995 Augsburg Fortress. Music c.1969 Contemporary Worship. 
administered by Augsburg Fortress.  All Rights Reserved. 
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GREETING (ELW p. 184) 
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 
The Beauty of our Creator inspires us, the Grace of the Good Shepherd be with us, 
and the unity of the Breath of Life enfold us all. 
C: And may it be so! 
 
KYRIE (ELW p. 184)  Verses 1 & 4   
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. Fill us with 
your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    
C: Amen.    The assembly is seated. 
 

WORD    God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 3:12-19  Read by the Worship Assistant 
A reading from Acts. 
After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the people, describing how God’s promises to 
Israel have been fulfilled in Jesus. Through the proclamation of Christ’s death and resurrection, God is 
offering them forgiveness and restoration in Jesus’ name. 
12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, 
as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?13The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed 
over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 14But you rejected 
the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, 15and you killed the Author of 
life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, his name 
itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has 
given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 17“And now, friends, I know that you acted 
in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the 
prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be 
wiped out.” The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 4  Read by the Worship Assistant and ALL in Bold 
1Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; you set me free when I was in distress; have 
mercy on me and hear my prayer. 
2“You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; how long will you love illusions and seek 
after lies?” 
3Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful; the LORD will hear me when I call. 
4Tremble, then, and do not sin; speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.   
5Offer the appointed sacrifices, and put your trust in the LORD. 
6Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?” Let the light of your face shine upon us, O LORD. 
7You have put gladness in my heart, more than when grain and wine abound. 
8In peace, I will lie down and sleep; for you alone, O LORD, make me rest secure. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 188) The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 
GOSPEL: Luke 24:36b-48 Read by Pastor 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the disciples to 
understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised and sends them on a 
mission to proclaim the message of repentance and forgiveness. 
36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37They were 
startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are you 
frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I 
myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40And 
when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in their joy they were 
disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a 
piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their presence. 44Then he said to them, “These are my 
words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of 
Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand 
the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from 
the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his 
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.” 
The gospel concludes: 
The gospel of the Lord.   
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON MESSAGE  - SIGNS of EASTERING: ALL THAT IS CREATED has  HEARTS BURNING 
Starting with the Children / Youth Time Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
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CREED (ELW p. 189) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   Led by the Worship Assistant 
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the world, 
and all those in need of good news. 
A brief silence. 

O God our holy one, you feed our deepest hungers. As we share the holy meal that is the body and 
blood of Jesus given for us, lead us to share all that we have, and find, in generosity, abundant life. 
God of grace, 
C: hear our prayer. 
O God our creator, you bring forth all life on earth. Calm storms, bring water to parched places, and 
protect the climate, that this planet would sustain life in all its variety. God of grace, 
C: hear our prayer. 
O God our savior, you offer wisdom and guidance beyond all human knowledge. Instruct lawmakers, 
judges, and elected officials to make decisions grounded in your justice and care for all people. God 
of grace, 
C: hear our prayer. 
O God our elder, you care for all your children. Encourage those who are in times of transition, facing 
the loss of old ways and routines and anticipating change. Guide those who journey in grief, hope, 
and uncertainty. Today we pray for…  
Keith DeCamp, 
Adam Jackson, 
Leah Leimbach, 
Preben Christensen, 
Sionie Elavsky, 
Lois Ristau, 
Ginger Prellwitz,  
Alvin Leimbach,  
Marylyn Bicknell, 
Jeff Benson, 
Sam Boydston, (friend of Brock & Michele Klingler), 
Michelle Le Bihan (breast cancer, friend of Quentin), 
Carol Hermann (Bud's sister in KC with heart problems), 
Diana (hospitalized), 
Patti, (treatment for cancer, friend of the Jost Family), 
Larry Dennison (radiation on & chemo treatments), 
Sally & Wayne (Prayers for healing and God’s Peace, friends of Jayne & Clint) 
All the those affected by illness and wars.God of grace, 
C: hear our prayer. 
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O God our center, you bring all people together in you. Help us to remember our identity and purpose 
in our ministry (ministry context may be named). Move us to love our neighbors as ourselves and to 
share in beloved community. God of grace, 
C: hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions from Text-in-Church may be offered by Pastor 
Pastor:  O God our resting place, your Son Jesus promised that we are held in your love forever. We 
remember our beloved who have died (especially). As we remember and share their love, comfort 
those who mourn. God of grace, 
C: hear our prayer. 
Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abiding love; 
through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.    
C: Amen. 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.  The assembly is seated. 

 

MEAL    God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
 

OFFERING Please continue to offer to Holy Cross what you desire to give to God through  
• 2024 Pledges 
• E-giving pledge through Vanco online 
• Send your check directly to Holy Cross at 13014 Olive Blvd. in Creve Coeur, MO 63141 
o  Go to our Website & hit “DONATE NOW” http://www.holycrosselca.com/site/cs/links.asp  

 

If communing at home, please gather your Communion elements to hold up during the Words of 
Institution 
 
OFFERTORY   Now the Green Blade Riseth from Rejoice, the Lord Is King arr. by Anna Laura Page 
2014 Lorenze Publishing Co. All Rights Reserved.  (One License #104880) 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER  Led by the Worship Assistant  
Let us pray. Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit.  May the gifts that we offer here be signs 
of your abiding love.  Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine.  
C: Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE  
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you.   
C: And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

http://www.holycrosselca.com/site/cs/links.asp
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PREFACE (ELW p. 190) 
The thanksgiving continues with the preface for the day or season: 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior 
Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has 
destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter 
and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels 
and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 190) 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: you we praise and glorify, you we worship and adore. 
You formed the earth from chaos; you encircled the globe with air; 
you created fire for warmth and light; you nourish the lands with water. 
You molded us in your image, and with mercy higher than the mountains, 
with grace deeper than the seas, you blessed the Israelites and cherished them as your own. 
That also we, estranged and dying, might be adopted to live in your Spirit, 
you called to us through the life and death of Jesus. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: 
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 191) 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The Risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread.  Come and eat at God’s Table.     
The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion. 

 

COMMUNION SONG As We Gather at Your Table (ELW 522) see page 10 
Music by Julius Rontgen.  Words by Carl P. Daw.  c.1989 Hope Publishing Co.  All Rights Reserved. 
This Joyful Eastertide    Words by George R. Woodward.  c.2006 Augsburg Fortress.  All Rights 
Reserved. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  The assisting minister leads  
Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer 
darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as 
witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus 
Christ, our risen Lord.    
C: Amen. 

SENDING        God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 
 

BLESSING   The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 
The God of Resurrection Power, the Christ of unending Joy, and the Spirit of Easter Hope + bless you 
now and always!    
C: Amen! 
 

SENDING SONG This Joyful Eastertide  (ELW # 391)   see page 11  
Words by George R. Woodward.  c.2006 Augsburg Fortress.  All Rights Reserved. 
 
DISMISSAL The assisting minister may send the assembly into mission. 
Go in peace. Christ is with you.   Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE    That Easter Day with Joy was Bright  arr. by Johann Walther (Public Domain) 
 
WE ARE GRATEFUL! Pastor: Janice Hawley Lay Assistants: Mary Bailey /  A/V Volunteers: Philip 
Paul, Court Templeton, Carrie Curnutte, Dave Ristau, Mark Rudolph Organist: Jack Hamill and 
Singer: Linda Tyahla Praise Band: Brandon Clay, Marty Little, Jason Cooper, Matt Davis 
Contemporary Music Worship Director: Dave Reinking  
Council Members: Dave Winkler (President), Bob Morin (Vice President), Kevin Aleshire (Member at 
Large) Kari Brangan, Kelly Caligiuri, Donovan Lucas, Philip Paul, Mary Bailey (Treasurer), Clarence 
Jentes (Financial Secretary), Penny Rudolph (Secretary) 
Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God from Sandy Kalin in loving memory of Al. 
All rights reserved from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted / Podcast and Streamed with 
permission Under One License #A-733788 7 Web Address: www.holycrosselca.com/Home Instagram Address: 
www.instagram.com/holycrosscrevecoeur/ Facebook Address: www.facebook.com/holyCrossCreveCoeur  

http://www.facebook.com/holyCrossCreveCoeur
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