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THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
 
 

Organ Prelude Prelude in E-flat Major 
  Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
 

Choral Prelude Locus iste  
  Anton Bruckner (1824-1896) 
 

Locus iste a Deo factus est, 
inaestimabile sacramentum, 
irreprehensibilis est. 

This place was made by 
God a priceless mystery; it 
is without reproof. 

  —Gradual for the Dedication of a Church 
 

Hymn 518  Westminster Abbey 
 

Opening Acclamation 
 

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Collect for Purity 
 

Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all 
desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Gloria in excelsis 
 

Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  



 — 4 —   

receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

The Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

Celebrant Let us pray. O God, because without you we are 
not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit 
may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
 

People Amen. 
 
 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

A Reading from Isaiah 
 

The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may 
know how to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by 
morning he wakens-- wakens my ear to listen as those who are 
taught. The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not 
rebellious, I did not turn backward. I gave my back to those 
who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the 
beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The Lord 
God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I 
have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to 
shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with 
me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let 
them confront me. It is the Lord God who helps me; who will 
declare me guilty? (50:4-9a) 
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Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 116:1-8   
 

(A cantor first sings this refrain, which is then repeated by all) 

 
 

I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my 
supplication, * 

because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon 
him. 

(Refrain) 
 

The cords of death entangled me; 
the grip of the grave took hold of me; * 
 I came to grief and sorrow. 
Then I called upon the Name of the Lord: * 
 "O Lord, I pray you, save my life." 
(Refrain) 
 

Gracious is the Lord and righteous; * 
 our God is full of compassion. 
The Lord watches over the innocent; * 
 I was brought very low, and he helped me. 
(Refrain) 
 

Turn again to your rest, O my soul, * 
 for the Lord has treated you well. 
For you have rescued my life from death, * 
 my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling. 
(Refrain) 
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A Reading from the Letter of James 
 

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and 
sisters, for you know that we who teach will be judged with 
greater strictness. For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone 
who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the 
whole body in check with a bridle. If we put bits into the mouths 
of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. 
Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong 
winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder 
wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the tongue is a 
small member, yet it boasts of great exploits. How great a forest 
is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The tongue 
is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the 
whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on 
fire by hell. For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea 
creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human 
species, but no one can tame the tongue-- a restless evil, full of 
deadly poison. With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it 
we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. From the 
same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, 
this ought not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from the same 
opening both fresh and brackish water? Can a fig tree, my 
brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more 
can salt water yield fresh. (3:1-12) 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel  Mark 8:27-38 
 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to Mark. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea 
Philippi; and on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people 
say that I am?” And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and 
others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” He asked 
them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, 
“You are the Messiah.” And he sternly ordered them not to tell 
anyone about him. Then he began to teach them that the Son 
of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the 
elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after 
three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter 
took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and 
looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind 
me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things 
but on human things.” He called the crowd with his disciples, 
and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For 
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose 
their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save 
it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and 
forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their 
life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will 
also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with 
the holy angels.” 
 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
 

The Sermon  The Rev. Elizabeth G. Maxwell 
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The Nicene Creed  
 

 (All stand and say together) 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People Form VI 
 

The Leader and People pray responsively 
 

Leader In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
Silence 
 

Leader For all people in their daily life and work; 
People For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for 

those who are alone. 
 

Leader For this community, the nation, and the world; 
People For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

Leader For the just and proper use of your creation; 
People For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and 

oppression. 
 

Leader For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of 
trouble;  

People For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, 
and the needy. 

 

Leader For the witness, peace and unity of the Church of 
God; 

People For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek 
the truth. 

 

Leader For Michael our Presiding Bishop, Andrew, Allen 
and Mary our Bishops; and for all bishops and 
other ministers; 

People For all who serve God in his Church. 
 

Leader For the special needs and concerns of this 
congregation, for Robert, Ed, Janet, Ellen, Joseph, 
Brielle, Lucas, Holly, Allejandro and Jesus, 
Nancy, Barbara, Dorothy, Stewart, Patricia, 
Judith, Harold, Hannah, Jurek, Alice, Michael, 
Todd, Jeffrey, Irene, Doug, Raymond; for the 
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peoples of Haiti and Afghanistan, and all affected 
by Hurricane Ida and the fires in the west.. 

 

Silence.  The People may add their own petitions. The 
intercessor will add those names submitted online. 

 

Leader Hear us, Lord; 
People For your mercy is great. 
 

Leader We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of 
this life, especially for the faith and witness of 
Margaret Ann Gibson Niven and Charles 
Clifford Gibson III. 

 

Silence.  The People may add their own petitions. The 
intercessor will add those names submitted online. 

 

Leader We will exalt you, O God our King; 
People And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 

Leader We pray for all who have died, especially Patricia 
Chinery Whalen, Nancy Landau, Ken Biddle, 
Norman Inferrera, Betty Lane, Irene Freund, and 
Hazel and Danne Joshua, that they may have a 
place in your eternal kingdom. 

 

Silence.  The People may add their own petitions. The 
intercessor will add those names submitted online. 

 

Leader Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
People Who put their trust in you. 
 

Leader We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our 
sins. 

 

Silence may be kept. 
 

All Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in 
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 
unknown, things done and left undone; and so 
uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and 
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serve you in newness of life, to the honor and 
glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

The Celebrant concludes with an absolution or suitable Collect. 
 

The Peace  
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

Announcements 
 
 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Offertory Anthem How lovely is thy dwelling place 
  Johannes Brahms (1833-1897) 

 

Wie Lieblich sind deine Wohnungen, Herr Zebaoth! Meine Seele 
Verlanget und sehnet sich nach den Vorhöfen des Herrn: mein 
Leib und Seele freuen sich in dem lebendigen Gott. Wohl denen, 
die in deinem Hause wohnen, die loben dich immerdar. 
 

How lovely are thy dwelling places, Lord Sabaoth! My soul desires 
and yearns for the outer courts of the Lord; my body and soul 
rejoice in the living God. Happy are those who dwell in thy house, 
they praise thee forever. 

 
 

The Great Thanksgiving  Eucharistic Prayer A 
 

(The people stand while the offerings are presented) 
 

Sursum corda 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and 
everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth. The priest sings the proper preface. Therefore 
we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this 
hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Sanctus 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

(The people stand or kneel, and the priest continues.) 
 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for 
yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject 
to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and 
die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of 
all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, 
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 
world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our 
Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This 
is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 
for the remembrance of me.” 
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Memorial Acclamation 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

People Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again 
(The priest continues) 
 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the 
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into 
the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with 
him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
 

People AMEN. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we 
are bold to say, 

 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 



 — 14 —   

 

Fraction Anthem 
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 

 

The Communion of the People 
 

 (The celebrant says the following invitation) 
 

The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in 
remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

The people come forward single-file up the center aisle, maintaining 
appropriate physical distance of at least 6 feet. Wait at the 
designated place for the person ahead of you to be communicated 
and leave before you approach the priest to receive.  After receiving 
the host, please exit by way of the south aisle around to the center 
aisle and up to your seat. Once at your seat you may remove your 
mask long enough to consume the host. For anyone needing 
ambulatory assistance, the priest will come to you at your seat. 
 

Hymn 325  Let Us Break Bread 
 

Post-Communion Prayer 
 

 (All say together) 
 

God of abundance,  
you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation;  
you have united us with Christ and one another;  
and you have made us one with all your people  
in heaven and on earth.  
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,  
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world  
and continue for ever  
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
 

Hymn 680  St. Anne 
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Dismissal 
 

(The congregation is dismissed, and the people respond) 
 

Thanks be to God.  
 

Postlude  Toccata (Symphonie V) 
  Charles-Marie Widor (1844-1937) 
 
 

Announcements 
 

Welcome Back to In-Person Church at 11 am (hardy 9am-ers 
have been meeting in person all summer)! We are so happy to 
see you all again, and to be together in our beautiful church 
building. Please join us in the front garden after the service for 
iced tea and lemonade. As a reminder, masks are required 
inside and recommended outside. Our services are also 
livestreamed via our usual Zoom link! 
 

The flowers this Sunday are given by Gretchen Dumler to the 
glory of God and in celebration of our glorious return to 10th 
Street Ascension, and in celebration of her retirement and the 
joys of singing in our choirs for 77 years! 
 

Worship With Us: 
• Sunday Holy Eucharist - in the Church - 9:00 a.m. 
• Sunday Holy Eucharist with Music - in the Church - 11:00 

a.m. 
Iced tea and lemonade in the front garden following the service 

• Sunday Livestream Service via Zoom at 11:00 a.m. 
zoom.us/j/322793633 (929-205-6099, meeting ID: 322 793 633) 

• Wednesday Evening Eucharist - in the Church; 6:00 p.m. 
• Evening Prayer Every Weekday Evening via Zoom: 

ascensionnyc.org/eveningprayer. (929-205-6099; meeting ID is 
770 597 201) 

• Prayer & Meditation - Every Weekday the Church is open for 
prayer and meditation every weekday; Monday through Friday, 
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Noon to 3:00 p.m. Open Church will begin with Noonday 
Prayer, led by Brother Andrew, OSF. 

 

We are delighted to welcome our new Business Manager, 
Kelli Long, to Ascension!  She will be taking on a new role on 
our staff, helping to manage both finance and facilities.  
 Kelli comes to us with more than 20 years of financial and 
office management experience. Kelli's experience includes 
previous roles as Finance Manager/HR Coordinator, Book-
keeper/Business Manager and Director of Development. A 
native of Mississippi, she attended the University of Mississippi 
(Ole Miss) where she studied Marketing and Finance. She 
currently serves on the board of Green City Challenge and 
Image Impact where she serves as Finance Chair. 
 Kelli lives in the Bronx. She is the proud mother of two 
adult daughters, Kamri and Karli, and also has a beautiful 
granddog, Sage. Welcome to Ascension, Kelli! 
 

Resistance Cinema (Zoom); Tuesday Evening, September 
14, 6:30 p.m. - "Abortion Access – Texas – SCOTUS"  Please 
join us as we screen video content from Democracy Now, 
CNN and TED Talks.  We’re hoping to provide some helpful 
information, create space for deeper understanding, and offer 
realistic action steps. If you’re not on our email list, please 
contact Fr. Ed. Link: https://bit.ly/3l7i3DX 
 

How You Can Help: 
• New York Haiti Project - Earthquake Near Martel  

Zelle at haitiangoodsam@gmail.com 
Via check to New York Haiti Project, 1858 Hunt Avenue, 
Bronx, NY 10462 

• Bishop Dietsche – An Appeal for Haiti 
Episcopal Relief and Development https://bit.ly/3n5TdHt 
Directly through the Diocese: Diocese of New York, 
designated for Haiti relief, 1047 Amsterdam Ave, New York, 
NY 10025.  
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• Presiding Bishop Michael Curry - Afghan refugees 
through Episcopal Migration Ministries: 
https://bit.ly/3kINp3B 

• Episcopal Relief and Development - Hurricane Ida 
Assistance: https://bit.ly/3gRwknb 

 
 
 
 

Parish Activities this Week 
 

Sunday – September 12 – Sixteenth Sunday after 
Pentecost 

Holy Eucharist (Church) 9:00 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist w/ Music (Church) 11:00 a.m. 
(Live Stream of the service will be available) 
Lemonade & Iced Tea (Front Garden) following the service 
 

Monday – September 13 
Church open for prayer & meditation; Noon to 3:00 p.m. 
Evening Prayer (Zoom) 5:30 p.m.  
 

Tuesday – September 14 
Church open for prayer & meditation; Noon to 3:00 p.m. 
Evening Prayer (Zoom) 5:30 p.m. 
EfM (Parish Hall/Zoom) 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday – September 15 
Church open for prayer & meditation; Noon to 3:00 p.m. 
Evening Prayer (Zoom) 5:30 p.m. 
Midweek Eucharist (Church) 6:00 p.m. 
Vestry Meeting (Zoom) 6:30 p.m. 
 

Thursday – September 16 
Church open for prayer & meditation; Noon to 3:00 p.m. 
Evening Prayer (Zoom) 5:30 p.m. 
 

Friday – September 17 
Church open for prayer & meditation; Noon to 3:00 p.m. 
Evening Prayer (Zoom) 5:30 p.m. 
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Saturday – September 18 
Food Pantry (12 W 11th St) 8:30 a.m. 
If you are in need or would like to volunteer, contact Fr. Ed.) 
 

Sunday – September 19 – Seventeenth Sunday after 
Pentecost 

Holy Eucharist (Church) 9:00 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist w/ Music (Church) 11:00 a.m. 
(Live Stream of the service will be available) 
Lemonade & Iced Tea (Front Garden) following the service 
 

Anyone entering the church must wear a mask and maintain 
appropriate physical distance. Please utilize the hand sanitizer 
stations. 
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Rota 
 

 
 
11:00 AM 

Altar Guild 
 

Lectors 
 

Intercessor 
 

Server 
Crucifer 
Torches 

 
Ushers 

 
Livestream Team 

 

September 12 
 
 
Tom Rice, Elizabeth Adams 
 
Isabel Spencer 
Susie Braden 
The Rev. Posey Krakowsky 
 
Tom Rice 
Candace Lombardi 
Elizabeth Adams, Shana Weber 
 
Steve Hubbard, Madonna Stack, Jacob Scott 
 
Jacob Scott, Zennie Trieu 
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The Church of the Ascension 
in the City of New York 

F i f t h  A v e n u e  a t  T e n t h  S t r e e t  
 

Incorporated October 1, 1827 
 

Parish House (offices and mailing address): 
12 West 11th Street, New York, New York 10011 

 
 
 
 

Office Hours: 
During this time, we are mostly working remotely. Please call us at 212-254-8620 or 

email us at info@ascensionnyc.org 
 

Regular Weekly Worship Schedule 
Sunday Zoom Service, 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday Meditation with Prayers and Music (Facebook) 
Wednesday Eucharist in the Church, 6:00 p.m. 

Weeknight Evening Prayer Zoom Service, 5:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

Clergy & Staff Vestry 
 

The Rev. Elizabeth G. Maxwell, Rector 
The Rev. Edwin Chinery, Associate Rector 
The Rev. Posey Krakowsky, Priest Associate 
Dennis Keene, D.M.A., Organist & Choirmaster 
Andrew P. Jones, Parish Administrator 
Sajia Choudhury, Parish Bookkeeper 
Ravi Gayadin, Assistant Sexton 
William Gordon, Assistant Sexton 

 

 

Maurice Seaton, Warden  
Isabel Spencer, Warden 

Mary Gaillard, Treasurer 
Elizabeth Adams: Clerk 

Barbara M. Burns 
Kyle Church Cheseborough 

Peter Clark 
Janet Fisher 
Vin Knight 
Gale Lynch 

Rusty Moore 
Tom Rice 

Rachel Sedor 
Madonna Stack-Barker 

John Thompson 
Jill Tildesley 

 

(212) 254-8620 www.ascensionnyc.org 

 
@ascensionnyc 
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