Medications Access and Training Expansion (MATE) Act

Frequently Asked Questions

Q. What is it?
A. Federal legislation which was included in the United States Omnibus Bill of 2022 that standardizes
substance use disorder training to ensure that prescribers of addictive medications have a baseline knowledge of evidence-based addiction prevention and treatments. 
 
Q. What training is required?
A. Eight (8) hours of training (one time) relative to the treatment and management of patients with opioid or
other substance use disorders unless: (i) board certified in addiction medicine or addiction psychiatry; or (ii)
graduated within five years immediately preceding June 27, 2023 and received at least eight hours of similar
training as part of the curriculum.

Q. When must I have all eight hours of training completed?
A. All eight hours of training must be completed by the provider’s first DEA registration or renewal occurring
on or after June 27, 2023.

Q. Who has to comply?
A. Any providers who hold a DEA registration number.  

Q. What if I hold a DEA registration number but never actually prescribe controlled substances?
A. You still must comply with the MATE Act training requirements because you hold a DEA registration
number and, therefore could prescribe controlled substances.  This requirement differs from the Georgia
Composite Medical Board (“GCMB”) Rules which require only three (3) total hours of relevant training, and
only if the physician actually prescribes controlled substances (see Rule 360-15-.01(4)).  

Q. Does this mean that Advanced Practice Providers who meet the above-referenced criteria must also
comply?
A. Yes.

Q. Does any past continuing medical education training that I received count toward the 8-hour requirement?
A. Yes.  All eight hours of training do not need to occur in one training session, and past CME hours completed which were specific to the treatment and management of patients with opioid or other substance use disorders can count toward the eight-hour requirement, including X-waiver training under the Drug Addiction Treatment Act (DATA). 

Q. Does Curi offer any medical education training programs which can count toward the MATE Act training
requirements?
A. Yes.  Curi currently has one-hour of relevant training available to its members and is developing three additional relevant CME training programs to be released in the coming months.

Q. Besides Curi’s programs, what other relevant training options are available?
A. The following are just a few of the options, most of which are free:

Centers for Disease Control:  
(i) New 2022 CDC Clinical Practice Guideline for Prescribing Opioids for Pain (1 hr.)
(ii) Talking About Naloxone (Web Based) (1.5 hrs.)

National Institute of Health: 
(i) Words Matter - Terms to Use and Avoid When Talking About Addiction: A CME/CE Activity (.75 hr.); an
(ii) Your Words Matter – Language Showing Compassion and Care for Women, Infants, Families, and Communities Impacted by Substance Use Disorder: A CME/CE Activity (.75 hr.)

American Medical Association: 
(i) Understanding Pain and Conducting a Pain Assessment: Practical Guidance for Pain Management (1 hr.)
(ii) Using Opioids Safely: Practical Guidance for Pain Management (2.5 hrs.)
(iii) Essentials of Good Pain Care: A Team-Based Approach (.5 hr.)

American Society of Addiction Medicine:
(i) Buprenorphine and Naltrexone for Opioid Use Disorder - Fundamentals of Addiction Medicine ECHO (FAME) Session (1 hr.)
(ii) Buprenorphine Mini-Course: Building on Federal Prescribing Guidance (1 hr.)

American College of Emergency Physicians:
(i) Buprenorphine Initiation and Pain Management Workshop (9.25 hrs.)
(ii) E-QUAL Opioid CME Collection (8.5 hrs.)
Providers Clinical Support System:
(i) 8 Hour Online Pediatric Buprenorphine Training (8 hrs.)


*For physicians who receive their malpractice benefits through Children’s, there may be another option available.  Please contact your Practice Manager/Director for more details.
____________________________________________________________

For additional questions about the MATE Act and training resources, please feel free to contact:
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Stronger Together


Barbara Douglas, SHRM-SCP
Associate Director of Programs
The Children’s Care Network
Email: Barbara.Douglas@tccn-choa.org
Office: (770) 333-0033, ext. 201
Cell: (470) 430-1981

Becky Summey-Lowman, MBA, RDN, CPHRM, CHPS, CHC
Senior Advisor, Risk Solutions
Curi Advisory
Email: becky.lowman@curi.com
Office: (919) 501-7652
Cell: (919) 280-2037



Brent S. Reece, J.D., CPCU
Director of Risk Management and Claim Advocacy
Sterling Seacrest Pritchard
Email: breece@sspins.com
Cell: (706) 300-2033
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