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JANUARY 24, 2021                THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY                                    10:30 AM 

          
PRELUDE                                 "Silence! Frenzied, Unclean Spirit"                                             Richard Gieseke 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                      The Rev. Dr. Tom Bryson 

 

CHORAL INTROIT                             "Creator of the Stars of Night"                  CONDITOR ALME SIDERUM 

Heather Benoit, Ginny Ezekiel, Rick Reed, George Van Kirk 

 

"Creator of the stars of night, your people's everlasting light, 

O Christ, redeemer of us all, we pray you, hear us when we call. 

At this great name, O Jesus, now all knees must bend, all hearts must bow; 

all thing on earth with one accord, like those in heaven, shall call you Lord. 

To God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit Three in One, 

praise, honor, might, and glory be from age to age eternally. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                   Bob Wise                           

 

 One: Thinking we know all the answers, yet wondering if we haven't missed something: 

Many: we enter this sanctuary of Truth. 

One: In the company of sinners, in cahoots with saints: 

Many: we gather as God's people. 

One: Standing by folks of deep, abiding faith; seated with those who stumble through the  

Kingdom: 

Many: we lift our praise to God. 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING                        "O God of Every Nation"                                         J. Wayne Kerr 

 

CALL TO REPENTANCE                            Bob Wise 

 

PRAYER OF FORGIVENESS                            

 

God our God: we fill our souls with the empty sounds of our culture, and wonder why we are so 

empty when we need words of hope, of grace, of comfort.  We are careful to follow the   prescriptions 

our doctors give us, yet pay little heed to your hopes for us.  We puff out our chests over what good 

people we are, yet do not notice how our pride trips those who seek to follow Jesus. Forgive us, Holy 

One, and be gracious to us: astound us with your words, so we may learn your ways; nourish us with 

your mercy, so we may be filled with life; enter our empty souls, till they overflow with praise for 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 

 

SILENT CONFESSION 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON    

                                                   

PASSING OF THE PEACE                                 The Rev. Dr. Tom Bryson 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                              Sonnie Wise 

 

SCRIPTURE READING                                          Mark 1:21-28                       

21

They went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and taught. 
22

They 

were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the 

scribes. 
23

Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, 
24

and he cried out, 

“What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, 

the Holy One of God.” 
25

But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 
26

And the 

unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 
27

They were all amazed, 

and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands 

even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 
28

At once his fame began to spread throughout the 

surrounding region of Galilee. 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 



 

ANTHEM                                                "There Is a Balm in Gilead"                               William L. Dawson 

Heather Benoit, Ginny Ezekiel, Rick Reed, George Van Kirk 

 

Refrain:  There is a Balm in Gilead, to make the wounded whole,  

there is a Balm in Gilead, to heal the sin sick soul. 

 

Sometimes I feel discouraged, and think my work's in vain, 

but then the Holy Spirit revives my soul again. 

 

Refrain 

 

If you cannot sing like angels, if you cannot preach like Paul, 

you can tell the love of Jesus, and say "He died for all." 

 

Refrain 

 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE                                                                    Sonnie Wise 

 

SERMON                                                          "Bothered Spirit"                          The Rev. Dr. Tom Bryson 

SILENT REFLECTION 

   

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER                                               The Rev. Dr. Tom Bryson 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                  A Portion of the Confession of 1967                                Sonnie Wise  

 

The life, death, resurrection, and promised coming of Jesus Christ has set the pattern for the 

church’s mission. His life as man involves the church in the common life of people. His service to 

us commits the church to work for every form of human well-being. His suffering makes the church 

sensitive to all the sufferings of mankind so that it sees the face of Christ in the faces of people 

in every kind of need. His crucifixion discloses to the church God’s judgment on our inhumanity 

to one another and the awful consequences of its own complicity in injustice. In the power of the 

risen Christ and the hope of his coming, the church sees the promise of God’s renewal of human 

life in society and of God’s victory over all wrong.  Amen. 

 

THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                        All join the Pastor in saying, “Alleluia! Amen.”      

    

POSTLUDE                                              "Praising the Almighty"                                   Edward Broughton                                                 

   ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

• Al and Janet Nebrig's neighbors, John Atwood, for his recovery from COVID 

• Anne Chalker passed away on Thursday.  No arrangement have been made at this time.  Please hold 

daughters Cay Chalker and Beth Thomason close in your prayers. 

• Ben Acton's grandparents, Gene and Dot Daughtry, as Gene recovers from a procedure to repair two 

hernias and a compression fracture.   

• Doug Deslattes, for rest and recovery from his most recent hospitalization for around-the-clock 

chemotherapy treatments 

• Margaret Dormon's sister, Becky Dormon, who was missing but recently found.  Pray for her strength 

and health. 

• Anna Murphy's mother, Brenda Glover, now home from the hospital for continued recovery from 

COVID pneumonia 

• Sheri Hall, as she undergoes radiation treatments 

• Shirley Martin's daughter-in-law, Kimberly Martin, as she receives dialysis three times a week and is still 

waiting for a kidney transplant. 

• Nancy Deerman's neighbor, Mary Wier, for recovery from COVID 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A Zoom Congregational Meeting has been called for today at 11:30 a.m. for the purpose of reviewing 

the Terms of Call for the Pastor and to present an overview of the 2021 Operating Budget approved 

by the Session.  We understand Zoom is not everyone's favorite, but this is the route we have to take 

during this unprecedented time so please make every effort to participate this Sunday at 11:30 a.m.  

It is so important for you to log in and participate in this meeting as we need as many people as 

possible for a quorum. 

 

Sunday School classes will be taking a break in January, resuming in February.  We will have our Coffee 

Hour, so make plans to join us at 9:45 AM for that.   

 

Our Zoom link for Coffee Hour and our Congregational Meeting is: 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/919202336?pwd=VTJHSUZtdDdRQ0g1aC95aytKT1l3Zz09 

 

Living River Weekly Fun Fact #4 - Living River: A Retreat on the Cahaba, is a 501c3 nonprofit 

organization governed by a Board of Director, primarily drawn from congregations and clergy in the 

Presbytery of Sheppards and Lapsley. How can we be a part of the ministry of Living River?  
 

 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/919202336?pwd=VTJHSUZtdDdRQ0g1aC95aytKT1l3Zz09

