Ruth the Moabite and Matan Torah Part 2

Source Sheet by M Lindsay Kaplan
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Genesis 19:30-38

Lot went up from Zoar and settled in the hill country with his two daughters, for he was
afraid to dwell in Zoar; and he and his two daughters lived in a cave. And the older one said
to the younger, “Our father is old, and there is not a man on earth to consort with us in the
way of all the world. Come, let us make our father drink wine, and let us lie with him, that
we may maintain life through our father.” That night they made their father drink wine, and
the older one went in and lay with her father; he did not know when she lay down or when
she rose. The next day the older one said to the younger, “See, I lay with Father last night; let
us make him drink wine tonight also, and you go and lie with him, that we may maintain
life through our father.” That night also they made their father drink wine, and the younger
one went and lay with him; he did not know when she lay down or when she rose. Thus the
two daughters of Lot became pregnant by their father. The older one bore a son and named
him Moab; he is the father of the Moabites of today. And the younger also bore a son, and
she called him Ben-ammi; he is the father of the Ammonites of today.
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Deuteronomy 23:4-7

No Ammonite or Moabite shall be admitted into the congregation of 71'; no descendants of
such, even in the tenth generation, shall ever be admitted into the congregation of 7',
because they did not meet you with food and water on your journey after you left Egypt, and
because they hired Balaam son of Beor, from Pethor of Aram-naharaim, to curse you.— But
your God 71' refused to heed Balaam; instead, your God 7' turned the curse into a blessing
for you, for your God 11" loves you.— You shall never concern yourself with their welfare or
benefit as long as you live.
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I Kings 11:1-2

King Solomon loved many foreign women in addition to Pharaoh’s daughter—Moabite,
Ammonite, Edomite, Phoenician, and Hittite women, from the nations of which the LORD
had said to the Israelites, “None of you shall join them and none of them shall join you, lest

they turn your heart away to follow their gods.” Such Solomon clung to and loved.
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Ruth Rabbah 2:9

“They took for themselves Moavite wives: the name of one was Orpa, and the name of
the second was Ruth; and they dwelled there approximately ten years” (Ruth 1:4).
“They took for themselves Moavite wives.” It is taught in the name of Rabbi Meir: They did
not convert them, they did not immerse them, the balakha had not yet been innovated, such
that they would not have been punished for them; an Ammonite and not a female
Ammonite, a Moavite and not a female Moavite.

“The name of one was Orpa,” because she turned her back [oref] to her mother-in-law. “And
the name of the second was Ruth [Ruz],” because she saw [rz4ta] truth in the words of her

mother-in-law.
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Ruth 4:6

The redeemer replied, “Then I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I impair my own estate. You
take over my right of redemption, for I am unable to exercise it.”

nnv (v) heb

1. to destroy, corrupt, go to ruin, decay
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Yevamot 76b

MISHNA: Ammonite and Moabite converts are prohibited from entering into the
congregation and marrying a woman who was born Jewish, and their prohibition is
eternal, for all generations. However, their female counterparts, even the convert herself,
are permitted immediately.
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Yevamot 76b

GEMARA: The Gemara asks: From where are these matters derived that female
Ammonites and Moabites are permitted immediately? Rabbi Yohanan said: As the verse
states: “And when Saul saw David go forth against the Philistine, he said to Abner, the
captain of the host: Abner, whose son is this youth? And Abner said: As your soul lives,
O king, I cannot tell” (I Samuel 17:55). This verse is puzzling: Did Saul really not
recognize him? But isn’t it previously written: “And David came to Saul, and stood before
him; and he loved him greatly; and he became his armor-bearer” (I Samuel 16:21)?
Rather, it must be that he was asking about David’s father.
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Yevamot 76b

The Gemara continues with its explanation: For what reason did Saul say to Abner that he
should inquire about David? As it is written: “And Saul clad David with his apparel
[maddav]” (I Samuel 17:38), which indicates that the clothes were of David’s size
[kemiddato]. And it is written with regard to Saul: “From his shoulders and upward he
was higher than any of the people” (I Samuel 9:2). Upon seeing that his clothes fit David,
Saul began to fear that it might be David who was destined for the throne, and he therefore
inquired into his background. At that point, Doeg the Edomite said to Saul: Before you
inquire as to whether or not he is fit for kingship, inquire as to whether or not he is even
fit to enter into the congregation. What is the reason for such doubts? It is that he
descends from Ruth the Moabite, and Moabites are permanently barred from entering the
congregation.
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Yevamot 77a

With regard to the same issue, Rava taught: What is the meaning of that which is written:
“You have loosened my bands” (Psalms 116:16)? David said before the Holy One,
Blessed be He: Master of the Universe, You have loosened the two bands that were on
me, on account of which I and my entire family might have been disqualified, i.c., Ruth the
Moabite woman and Na’ama the Ammonite woman. Owing to the allowance granted to

Moabite and Ammonite women, we are permitted to enter the congregation.
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Yevamot 77a

With regard to the same issue, Rava also taught: What is the meaning of that which is
written: “Then I said: Behold, I have come; in the scroll of a book it is written about
me” (Psalms 40:8)? David said: I had said that I have come only now; my life was created
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only recently, at the time of my birth. But I did not know that it was already written about
me in the scroll of a book, that an ancient text already hints at my existence. There, with
regard to the daughters of Lot, it is written: “And your two daughters that are found here”
(Genesis 19:15), and here, with regard to David, it is written: “I have found David, My
servant; I have anointed him with My holy oil” (Psalms 89:21). The lost article that was
found among the daughters of Lot, the mothers of Ammon and Moab, is David and his
royal house.
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