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In this week’s parashah, HaShem tells Avram several times that he will be the start 

of a great nation. Here is one way HaShem describes just how numerous Avram’s 

offspring will be (Gen. 15:5): 

 

HaShem took him outside and said, “Look 

toward the heaven and count the stars, if you 

are able to count them.” and HaShem added, 

“So shall your offspring be.” 

ָנא -ֶבטַוּיֹוֵצא ֹאתֹו ַהחּוָצה, ַוּיֹאֶמר הַ 

-ִאם--ַהָשַמְיָמה ּוְסֹפר ַהּכֹוָכִבים

ּתּוַכל, ִלְסֹפר ֹאָתם; ַוּיֹאֶמר לֹו, ֹּכה 

 ִיְהֶיה ַזְרֶעָך.

 

Avram certainly already knew there are many, many stars in the night sky; he 

didn’t need to be shown. Why might HaShem have wanted to show him and tell 

him at the same time? How do you think Avram felt when he looked at the stars? 

Why might it have been important to Avram to be promised that he would have 

many generations that would grow from him?  

 

We are the descendants of Avram, the ones that HaShem compared to the stars 

in the sky. What do you think of when you hear this comparison? How are you 

like a star?  

 

This is a very good time of year to go outside on a clear night (with an adult) and 

try to really see the stars as Avram saw them, ideally away from city lights.  How 

do you feel when you look up at the stars? When you look at the stars, you may 

notice that although each one is very bright in its own right, you see them in 

groups and constellations—it almost impossible to see just one star at a time. 

How is Am Yisrael—the Jewish people—like the constellations and the stars? How 

does this make you feel about yourself, your family, and your community? 


