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Parashat Va'era includes most of the story of the ten plagues, including the
famous plague of frogs. When Pharaoh begs Moshe to stop the plague, Moshe’s
reply is interesting (Ex. 8:5):

Moshe said to Pharaoh, "You may have this IRENT ,AYI9H Awh R
glory over me: at what time should I plead on T 772 AYR SNnY %Y
behalf of you, your servants and your people to D°Y779%0 N°207 ,90Y
remove the frogs from you and your OR02 P TR TN
household—they will remain only in the Nile.” IR

Why do you think Moshe gave Pharaoh the power to choose the time that the
plague would end? How do you imagine Pharaoh felt in that moment? What do
you think Moshe hoped would happen if he gave Pharaoh some control over the
situation? What might Pharaoh have learned from the fact that Moshe could
plead to HaShem that the frogs be removed at any time he chose?

When you think about your own life, what are some situations that you have the
power to control? What situations are out of your control? How do you feel when
you get to make decisions and have some control over what happens? How do
you make sure that you make smart choices in these moments?



