
International IPPS Tour 2017 – Newbie’s Report 

As a first-timer at the International IPPS Tour this year, I tried to come with an open mind and yet I 

wondered: is there the same camaraderie as in other IPPS regions? Are the tour stops as varied and 

interesting as usual? Do the hotels and meals meet the standard?  

The host region for this year was Europe, so the tour started in 

England, then moved to Belgium, the Netherlands and Germany. 

Organizers Peter MacDonald, Richard McKenna, Kees Eigenraam, 

and David Hutchison did a smashing job and if you already know the 

outstanding job most regions do on their regional conferences, rest 

assured, you will find a similar high standard if you choose to attend 

an International IPPS Tour in the future. 

Among the tour stops in England were: Fairweather’s Nursery, 

producing young plants for international wholesale growers, mail 

order companies and retailers, New Forest Plants, specializing in 

herbaceous perennials, garden herbs and alpine plants, the famous 

Exbury Gardens, the Royal Horticultural Society’s Wisley Gardens, 

Hampton Court Palace, Hillier’s Nursery and Arboretum , 

established in 1864, Walberton  

and Binsted Nurseries (part of 

Farplants Group), Newey 

Roundstone Nursery, producing 

nearly 200 million young plants,  and West Dean Gardens which has 

existed on the site since 1622. This tour certainly hit some of the 

topmost spots in the UK for horticulturists. Along the way to Ghent, 

Willy de Nolf Nursery with 1,600 varieties was visited. 

The Short Tour began in Ghent, Belgium. Visits included the town of 

Bruges, a UNESCO World Heritage site, with its medieval centre, 

canals and chocolate shops and the nursery of Carlos Verhelst, a long 

standing IPPS member who produces grafted trees, shrubs and 

especially wisteria. A progressive grower, he uses compost teas and 

activated composts. Also on the tour was the PCS Ornamental 

Research Station, created in 1988. Solitair, a nursery owned by the 

Cools family is especially known for its specimen trees pruned into 

specific shapes. Bill Barnes commented that in his 38 years of 

attending IPPS tours, he’d never seen anything like Solitair, with its 

huge number of high-value trees and shrubs. In the covered area of their operation, they had hosted a 

rock concert the previous night.  We were very warmly received! 

Bruges, Belgium 

Ghent, Belgium 



In the Netherlands, we visited three nurseries in the 

small town of Lottum, known for roses. Most talked 

about was Rötjes Young Plants which produces over 25 

million shrub cuttings per year. In addition, we saw 

Piet Vergeldt Boomkwekerij, specializing in magnolia, 

pine and Acer palmatum  and Lakei Nursery growing 

high quality, strongly scented lilacs and roses. 

Departing the hotel at 6:00 a.m., sleepy attendees 

toured the Aalsmeer Flower Auction and visited Corn. 

Bak, known for bromeliads, Medinella and carnivorous 

plants and Gebr. Alkemade, specializing in perennials. 

An afternoon was spent in the famous nursery town of 

Boskoop which has a museum devoted to the nursery 

business and visiting Stichting Rondvaarten and Rein & Mark Bulk nurseries. Conference programming 

stretched over three mornings with alternatives such as day trips to Amsterdam, the Royal Delft 

Porcelain Factory and the Hague. The Short Tour wound up with visits to the high-tech greenhouse 

production areas in Westland. 

 

 

The Post-Conference Study Tour to Germany visited Bruns-Pflanzen-Export (www.bruns.de) who 

specialize in field grown trees and shrubs specimens, Jeddeloh Pflanzenhandels (www.jeddeloh.de), a 

container plant nursery, W. Kordes' Söhne Rosenschulen (www.gartenrosen.de), rose breeders with 

production both in the field and in containers, Hachmann Baumschulen, (www.hachmann.de) specialists 

in rhododendron, Japanese maples and rare plants, and Kordes Jungpflanzen (www.koju.de) producer of 

potted liners.  
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The Study Tour returned to the Netherlands stopping at Ralph Lüdemann Baumschulen  

(www.luedemann-pflanzen.de) who produce bare root transplant seedlings, Gartenbau Silber, 

(www.silber-gartenbau.de) producers of Erica, Calluna, liners, and finished plants. The final stop was to  

the new Jiffy Plant near Zwijndrecht. 

The International IPPS Tour moves around each year. In 2018 it will be hosted by the Eastern Region and 

based in the greater New York City/ Delaware/ Philadelphia area between Sept 12-22. Click on this link 

for more information on this or future year International IPPS Tours. 

http://www.ipps.org/events/international-tours

