
2018 Eastern Region Conference Wrap-up  
With reporting from Chelsea Campbell, Gabriella Blair, and Victoria Bolden 
 
Tuesday Conference Tour 
Students and conference attendees alike were eager to visit two premier Pennsylvania nurseries on the final 
conference tour day in September. We enjoyed behind-the-scenes access to their systems of production, pest 
management, and new product evaluation.  
  
North Creek Nurseries: President Steve Castorani and General Manager Tim McGinty greeted guests and 

separated them into small groups to experience the Landenberg propagation nursery. Highlights included the 

display gardens and watershed management areas, PowerPivot data system for production projections based on 

numbers and not gut intuition, Integrated Pest Management system harnessing PowerPivot for preventative 

seasonal treatments and precise beneficial applications, state-of-the-art growing environment for increased high-

quality plug production, and an overview of the new product trialing and evaluation systems. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Star® Roses and Plants: Star® Roses guests explored the three research and development areas of the nursery: 1) 

Darwin Perennials with a concentration on the evaluation and breeding of new plant material; 2) rose breeding 

for their Knock Out® and Drift® series with a focus on combating rose rosette disease, and 3) their woody 

introductions which includes the Bushel and Berry® series. The tours concluded with a talk about their approach 

to IPM and their recent switch to targeted beneficial applications with improved application strategies and 

technologies.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The final stop of the afternoon was the University of Delaware Botanic Gardens, where we were greeted by 

delightful ice cream from the UD Creamery, appetizers, and drinks, and guests were welcomed by the Dean of 

Agriculture and Natural Resources, Mark Reiger, and Director of the UDBG, John Frett. After a few words thanking 

our hosts and providing scope for the gardens, guests were invited to explore the 15 acres of gardens, trial 

evaluations, and natural areas. The group was seen wandering through the gardens and trial plantings, taking in 

beautiful examples of plants in the golden afternoon light. Areas of highlight included the herbaceous garden, 

displaying an inspiring interplay between native and non-native plants for the home gardener and excellent study 

material for future horticulturalists. Additionally, the trial beds displayed side-by-side comparisons of new plant 

varieties or popular plants under evaluation. The trial beds were also used as an instruction tool for students to 

increase their lexicon of popular plants.  

A favorite event by both long-time members and newbies was the sit down with students and some of the 
speakers and IPPS members following the reception and tour. We gained some insight into the industry and 
institutions and received intelligence on horticulture as a career. “The common theme here is passion,” Shelby 
French, IPPS Membership Chair declared, “Everyone here is very passionate in what they’re doing.” 

 

 
Educational Sessions 
Anna Ball, President and CEO of Ball Horticultural Company kickstarted the general sessions with an overview on 
the consumer and industry trends. Coming from Australia, Clive Larkman from Larkman Nurseries also spoke on 
the developments in horticultural edibles of horticulture, spotlighting the new fashion of ‘wellness centers’. These 
multifaceted stores incorporate exercise, aromatherapy, spas, as well as garden centers. The speakers also 
included, from New Zealand, Lindsey Hatch of Joy Plants and Jill Reader of Lincoln University, both illustrated the 
history, methods of propagation, and the changes in horticulture that they observed on their side of the world. 
The destructive wake of the spotted lanternfly was an addressed topic, too. Botanist and Invasive Species Council 
Coordinator Trilby Libhart delivered a lecture on the latest invasive plant-hopper to come into the United States 
with background information on the species and the impact of their rising population. 
 
Poster Session 
This year’s IPPS Poster Session had great topics from plant production to invasive pests. Diane Blazek and Eugene 
Blythe highlighted some of the All-America Selections Winners for 2018 of tomatoes, pepper, ornamentals, and 
edibles of North American Gardeners and Producers. Other presenters Brandon Miller and Dr. Nina Bassuk 
discussed The Effects of Air-Root Pruning on Seedlings of Species with Taproots on several plants including 
Aesculus glabra and Juglans nigra just to name a few. On the invasive side, David Biddinger, Julie Urban, and 
Heather Leach’s poster recommended a few insecticides to help control Spotted Lanternfly on fruit trees. Many of 
the posters featured great charts and photos. Located near the Conference Room and open throughout the 
Conference, IPPS participants had several opportunities to take in the informative research posters. 
 
Another great conference for the books!  Looking forward to IPPS-ER Madison:  October16-19, 2019!  


