
American Nurseryman ceases publication—and finds a new home 
by Sally Benson 
 
American Nurseryman magazine has a long and rich history, and I was fortunate to lead the 
magazine from 1994 until its closure last spring. I was even more fortunate to have inherited 
the bound volumes, which date back to the late 1800s, when it was known as “National 
Nurseryman.” And thanks to third-generation nurseryman and long-time IPPS member 
Dwight Hughes, the complete archive—every single issue published—now resides in the 
Hughes Nursery Museum. The collection joins complete proceedings of the IPPS, as well as 
those of the Iowa State Horticultural Society, providing visitors with an astonishing wealth of 
information.  
 

 

 
 

The complete archive of American Nurseryman 
magazine has found a home at the Hughes 

Nursery Museum in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

A complete collection of IPPS Proceedings dating 
back to 1951 is on display. 

 

 
The museum building’s 
façade is the original 
front of the cold storage 
building erected in 1910 
to protect dormant 
nursery stock. Just a few 
steps away, a one-room 
office—with attic and 
basement storage—has 
been restored and 
contains the company’s 
original furniture.     
 



The facility is a family-business museum, “created to show honor and respect to the first and 
second pioneer generations” of the Hughes family, Dwight says. “I wanted to leave a historic 
map of where we have been, for the fourth and fifth generations to realize the significant 
building and sacrifice that needs to occur for a small family business to reach past the 
founder.” Dwight began documentation, assembly, and display efforts in 2000, and sons Tom 
and John, fourth-generation owners of the company, continue to collect items and maintain—
and expand—the facility.  
 

 
The museum reaches well beyond the history and tradition of one family business, however. 
Housed behind the nursery’s original cold-storage façade, the building contains relics from the 
Hughes family nursery as well as historic items significant to the industry. Association 
business and promotional materials are displayed alongside tools and equipment. A Jiffy 
balling tractor, the first mechanical ball and burlap machine in the industry, is accompanied 
by the original operator’s manual and invoice. A horse-drawn Stark tree digger dating from 
the 1880s stands just inside the museum entrance, accompanied by photos of the equipment 
in use. Dwight’s grandfather, who established the family business as Cedar Rapids Nursery 
Company in 1908, purchased the digger from his first employer. 
 

 

Dwight Hughes, left and Ken Doty Ken Doty (left) and Dwight Hughes arrange 
volumes of American Nurseryman at the Hughes 

Nursery Museum. 

 

Transactions of the Iowa 
Horticultural Society date back 

to 1879. 
 



 

 
The museum is not promoted to the general public, but the Hughes family welcomes industry 
visitors and encourages IPPS members to explore. This rich, in-depth collection provides 
invaluable information and insight into an incredible industry.  
 
For more information, visit www.hughesnursery.com or contact Dwight Hughes: 
dwight@hughesnursery.com, cell 319.360.8787. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
After more than 30 years in publishing for the green industry—24 as chief editor of 
American Nurseryman—Sally Benson is now an independent writer and editor. She 
can be reached at sallydbenson@gmail.com. 
 
 
 

The first high clearance mechanical digging, 
cultivating and spraying “Jiffy Balling Tractor” was 

purchased in 1961, and is on display with the 
original invoice and operator’s manual. 

 

A Stark tree digger from the 1880s was purchased 
by Dwight’s grandfather, William John Hughes, 

who began the first Hughes family nursery in Iowa 
in 1908. 

 

http://www.hughesnursery.com/

