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What a roller coaster of a year! The world, 
let alone our industry, has seen some real highs 
and lows. From lockdowns to record sales to 

inventory shortages, 
we are seeing it all. 
University 
classrooms empty 
out in favour of 
going virtual and 
well-tended public 
gardens have limited 
viewers enjoying 
their splendor. 

Backyard and vegetable gardening return to the 
forefront of hobbies across the globe. My 
predecessor started his tenure with the unenviable 
task of hiring a new executive secretary and ended 
up having to balance a world pandemic and 
cancellation of our in-person events. Great job, 
Win! As with many organizations we found 
ourselves needing to make quick changes in order 
to survive and flourish. Area meetings went virtual 
with the hugely successful microMEETINGS. The 
three North American regions joined forces for the 
very first time to present a virtual 3-day North 
American Summit. With more than 900 attendees 
listening to more than 15 tours and talks; we can 
definitely be proud of the event. Speakers and tour 
guides stepped up to the new format with zeal. A 
hearty thanks you to all those involved in the 
planning and execution of the event.  

I, Keith Osborne, am assuming the role of 
President for the Eastern Region during very 
chaotic conditions. How do we plan for 2021 with 
data all over the map in 2020? Will we or won’t we 
have a vaccine and how fast can it be delivered? 
There are many unknowns. So, we start from what 
we do know: industry had a good if not great year, 
there is a resurgence of gardening interest, and the 
sun will shine again another day. I am an optimist - 

had to be as a farmer’s son. I studied at college, 
first business and then horticulture. I spent years as 
a grower and then as a growing media specialist. 
Many growers, then customers and now dear 
friends, led my real education. I was soon 
introduced to the IPPS where I met the pioneering 
greats of our industry. Most importantly, I learned 
the true value of our motto: “To Seek & To Share.” 
Ours is a society of education and friendships 
where we all meet on common ground to grow: 
our plants, our business, and most importantly 
ourselves. 

Looking forward, the board is excited about 
the upcoming microMEETINGS and hopeful we will 
also be able to plan a few in-person area meetings 
and return to an in-person annual conference. The 
form may change, but the spirit of the event will 
remain. I encourage you all to share the IPPS story 
like someone did for you many years ago. Get 
involved. Committee work, organizing events, and 
spreading information are all needed and 
rewarding. Please reach out to me or anyone on 
the board for suggestions of how you can become 
involved and offer input.  

If you have production or propagation 
questions, feel free to reach out to IPPS members! 
Nothing makes me and many members happier 
than helping to build a new career in horticulture. 
IPPS-Eastern Region has a proud history of helping. 
Catch the December 17 microMEETING on the 
IPPS-ER Foundation to see how we are growing 
future horticulturists.  

My final thought is for all the families that 
have lost someone this past year. Please know that 
our thoughts and prayers are with you. 

Yours Truly,  

Keith Osborne, Gro-Bark (Ontario) Ltd. 

Keith Osborne was installed as IPPS ER President in 
October and will serve for one year. Keith may be 
reached at KOsborne@walkerind.com. 


