
ISSUE V 2019VOLUME  XLIVDC Branch
THE MISSION OF THE PGMS DC BRANCH IS TO FOSTER INTEGRITY AND EXCELLENCE 

IN GROUNDS MANAGEMENT BY PROMOTING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT THROUGH 

EDUCATION PROGRAMS, NETWORKING, COMMUNITY SERVICE, AND FELLOWSHIP.

http://pgms.org/branchdc

NEXT MEETING     
INFORMATION

Please RSVP!

Date: Thursday, 
May 2, 2019
promptly at 6:00 PM 

Location: 
Brookside Gardens
Wheaton, Maryland

Sponsors: Complete Lawn 
Care and Complete Plant 
Healthcare

RSVP: Please RSVP to  
Michael Gildea at 
mikeg@chevychaseclub.org 
or 240-395-2101 

More Information on 
Page 11

A Message From 

The President

We are well into Spring in the DC 

area. Bulbs are blooming and the 

Cherries and Magnolias are having 

one of the best years ever. Every-

where I look folks have their 

cameras out and they are taking 

photos to capture the moment. 

There is a buzz of excitement.

In April we met at Tudor Place for a 

fantastic meeting. Kip prepared 

another feast for us and Mark Oxley 

(Outdoor Illumination) and Grove 

and Judy Teates (Alpine Services) 

sponsored the meeting. We had a 

50/50 raffle, Stephanie Destefano 

won and generously donated the 

entire amount back to the 

scholarship fund!!!  Thank you 

Stephanie!

On the topic of scholarships, Marie 

Rojas will be presenting this year’s 

awards to students at the May 2nd 

meeting at Brookside Gardens. I am 

looking forward to seeing the joy on 

the students’ faces.

The Brookside meeting will be 

sponsored by Eric Wenger 

(Complete Lawn Care and Complete 

Plant Health Care). We will have 

special items to raffle off so bring 

some cash to have a chance to win.

Thank you everyone for all that you 

do to make this the best branch in 

the entire PGMS organization.

-Josh Nadler
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Thank you sponsors 
(those listed here and throughout the newsletter!)
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2019 Board Members

President:

Josh Nadler

Bartlett Tree Experts.

Josh.D.Nadler@gmail.com

Term Expires 2019

Vice President:

Lester Dubs

landcdubs@gmail.com

Term Expires 2019

Treasurer:

Doug McDaniel

Grounds Management &        

Landscaping, Inc.

Groundsmanagementdmd@ 

gmail.com

Term Expires 2019

Secretary:

Sara Jensen

SavATree

sjensen@savatree.com

Term Expires 2019

Chair:

Chris Erb

chriserb88@gmail.com

Term Expires 2019

At Large:

William Eck

Bartlett Tree Experts.

beck@bartlett.com

Term Expires 2020

Adam Tankersly

Pope Farm

Adam.Tankersley@MontgomeryParks.

orgTerm Expires 2020

Shawn Siefers

The Care of Trees

ssiefers@thecareoftrees.com

Term Expires 2019

Marie Rojas

Borders and Butterflies

hortlady@aol.com

Term Expires 2019

Joe Proskine

Ruppert Nurseries

jproskine@ruppertcompanies.com

Term Expires 2019

Newletter Editors:

Michael Gildea

Chevy Chase Club

mikeg@chevychaseclub.org

Katie McDavid

kmcdavid460@gmail.com

PGMS DC Branch Meetings 2019

May 2, 2019
Brookside Gardens

1800 Glenallan Avenue
Wheaton, MD 20902

Sponsor: Complete Lawn Care and Complete Plant Care

June 6, 2019
Olney Gardens
219 Ednor Rd

Silver Spring, MD 20905
Sponsor: Olney Gardens

August 1, 2019
Lilypons Water Gardens

6800 Lily Pons Road
Adamstown, Maryland 21710

Sponsor: TBD

September 5, 2019
Merrifield Garden Center

8132 Lee Hwy
Falls Church, VA 22042

Sponsor: TBD

October 3, 2019
Key School

534 Hillsmere Dr.
Annapolis, MD
Sponsor: TBD

November 7, 2019
Country Casual Teak

7601 Rickenbacker Drive
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20879
Sponsor: Country Casual Teak
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Thank you sponsors!
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Upcoming Green Industry Events

Exciting News!

The PGMS DC Branch was selected to host the PGMS School of Grounds 
Management Summer Conference in 2020! 

This is a great opportunity for the Branch to showcase some of our innovative 
gardens, people and ideas.

Please talk to a member of the Board about how you can help!

PGMS School of Grounds Management Summer Conference
July 22 – 23, 2019
Tacoma, WA
www.pgms.org

MAC-ISA Annual Meeting
October 6, 2019
Blacksburg, VA
www.mac-isa.org

PGMS School of Grounds Management Annual Conference
October 15 – 18, 2019
Louisville, KY

www.pgms.org
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Green Industry News

Know of some great students interested in Horticulture?  The International Plant 

Propagator’s Society Eastern Region has created a new scholarship for TWO 

college students interested in horticulture called their Foundation Academic 

Scholarship!  

Available to students who are working towards a two-year, four-year, or graduate 

level degree in Horticulture or a related field.  Must have completed two semesters 

by the end of Spring 2019.  Deadline is coming soon: June 1, 2019.

Remember, this can be for some of your assistants or colleagues who may be 

working towards a degree!

First Foundation Scholarships 

The Scholarship Committee is announcing two $2,000 Scholarships for 2019. Once 

applications have been received, the monies will be awarded this fall. We hope to 

have the recipients attend the fall conference in Madison. If you know an interested 

student, please share this link to the application form: 

https://fs16.formsite.com/IPPSER/mcfkddj5h8/index.html

In addition to the online form, the following is required:

1. Statement answering the following questions in 500-1000 words:

A. What inspired you to major in horticulture or a related field?

B. Describe a project or study you conducted with or about plants.

C. What are some of your horticultural skills and what are those you would 

like to learn or develop?

2. A current resume.

3. Transcripts from each school attended after high school (unofficial transcripts 

are acceptable).

For questions, contact Dr. David Sanford, IPPS-ER Foundation Academic 

Scholarship Coordinator at IPPSERacademic@gmail.com or 610-396-6161.
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Thank you sponsors!

Express Certification

Your FAST track to legal pesticide application.  

Online Training at your convenience!

Take the exams in as little as two or three 

months.  Approved for Maryland, Virginia, 

and West Virginia.  

(See website for details http://expresscert.net)

Contact: David Jefferson

301-775-0512

expresscert@comcast.net

Educational & Employee Training Opportunities

Landscaping Classes at Montgomery College
Do you--

Want to learn about designing gardens & landscapes with digital tools?  

Want to incorporate more native plants in your business or home landscape?

Want to learn the newest techniques for plant propagation like hydroponics and tissue culture?

Want to learn how to identify and select the best trees, shrubs, and ground covers for good results?

If any of these “want to’s” is on your list for 2015, the Montgomery College Landscape Technology program is offering 

great classes to help you meet your goals—and 3 class locations to make learning more convenient!

Classes are offered at the Germantown & Takoma Park Campuses 

and at the Agricultural History Farm Park in Derwood.

For further information contact: Steve Dubik, 240-567-7803 steve.dubik@montgomerycollege.edu
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Green Industry Jobs
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Outdoor Illumination is the mid Atlantic region’s leading landscape lighting firm. For over 20 
years, we have set standards of excellence in outdoor lighting and irrigation.
Our rapidly growing irrigation division – Outdoor Irrigation Management – needs top irrigation 
techs and helpers who are willing to learn for both install and service teams.

We offer highly competitive pay, nearly year – round work, benefits including company 
vehicle, health care and IRA, paid holidays and vacation, plus no Saturday/Sunday work 
requirements. AND, we are a tremendous place to work. Just ask our 10, 15, even 20 year 
associates! Conveniently located in Bethesda, we serve the entire Maryland/DC/Northern VA 
metro regions.

We are currently seeking experienced irrigation technicians and helpers to perform 
maintenance and service on all facets of (mostly residential) irrigation systems including 
startups, winterizations, and repairs to backflow preventers, rotors, spray heads, valves, 
supply lines, rain sensors, controllers, etc. Pay commensurate with experience.

For the technician we are looking for those with at least 2 years working experience and a 
working knowledge of all phases of sprinkler systems and must be accomplished in trouble 
shooting techniques and repairs to the hydraulics and the low voltage aspects of these 
systems. Should have knowledge of various plant materials and their watering requirements. 
For the helpers, we are looking for people who are willing to learn.
Must have ability to work alone and/or in team setting. Valid driver’s license required. 
References requested.

Please email your resume to

Info@OutdoorIllumination.com

or mail to

4337 Montgomery Avenue

Bethesda, MD 20814.

mailto:Info@OutdoorIllumination.com


Tudor Place Meeting Photos
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The PGMS DC Branch needs your 
donations for the monthly raffle!

100% of the proceeds from the raffle go to support the 
Branch Scholarship and Research Fund. We depend on 

your donations to continue this long tradition. 

We also depend on your help in 
planning our meetings for 2020.  Please 

consider hosting or sponsoring a 
meeting!

Please contact any of the board members to donate, host, 
sponsor, or for more information!

Branch Scholarship Raffle Donations and Meeting 

Sponsorships 
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Directions to the next PGMS-DC Branch Meeting

LOCATION: Brookside Gardens
1800 Glenallan Ave.
Wheaton, MD 20902

Important Information - Meet in the parking lot of the greenhouse for tours beginning 
around 6:30pm, and then after tour, drive over to the conference room parking area 
where the meeting and dinner will take place.

DATE: Thursday, May 2, 2019 at 6:00 PM 

HOST: Brookside Staff

SPONSORS: Complete Lawn Care and Complete Plant Health Care

PROGRAM: Tour of the new greenhouses and scholarship presentation

RSVP: to Michael Gildea at mikeg@chevychaseclub.org
or 240-395-2101
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Professional Grounds 

Management Society

DC Branch News

1708 Grandads Lane

Silver Spring, MD 

20905

DC Branch, Inc.

http://www.pgms.org/branchdc

The mission of the PGMS D.C. Branch is to foster integrity and

excellence in grounds management by promoting professional

development through education programs, networking,

community service, and fellowship.


