Dear Friends of Breakthrough ESS, 
We are asking for your help advocating for increased support for Accredited Clubhouse programs and Mental Health Crisis Centers in the upcoming FY 2026–2027 Kansas budget.
Below is the communication we are encouraging supporters to share with their state legislators. You can contact your elected officials by email, letter, or phone—any method is effective, and personal messages are especially impactful.
How You Can Help
1. Identify your Kansas State Representative and Senator
You can find them at: https://www.kslegislature.gov
2. Contact them by email, letter, or phone
Email is easiest, but calls and mailed letters are meaningful as well.
3. Use or adapt the message below
Feel free to personalize it with why mental health access, faith, or community care matters to you.

Thank you for your consideration.
Grace and Peace,
Andy Houltberg + CEO                                            
Breakthrough | Episcopal Social Services 
1010 N. Main, Wichita, KS 67203 |(316) 269-4160
andy.houltberg@breakthroughwichita.org |  www.breakthroughwichita.org
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Dear [Representative/Senator Last Name],
I am writing as a constituent and a person of faith to respectfully request your support for Accredited Clubhouse programs in the FY 2026–2027 Kansas budget.
More than 111,000 Kansans live with serious mental illness (SMI). Without long-term, recovery-oriented support, SMI is often associated with reduced life expectancy, high unemployment, repeated hospitalization, incarceration, and homelessness. With the right supports in place, people living with SMI can and do live productive, meaningful lives.
Kansas Clubhouses provide a proven, evidence-based, community-centered approach to recovery at an estimated cost of just $3,100 per member per year, far less than the cost of one week of long-term hospitalization. Clubhouses are recovery-oriented communities where people are members, not clients, and where dignity, purpose, and relationships are central to healing.
Core services include:
· A meaningful, work-ordered day
· Employment Pathways (Transitional, Supported, and Independent Employment)
· Education support and skill-building
· Peer connection and relationship-building
· Safe, stigma-free community spaces
· Advocacy and community reintegration
· Long-term, voluntary support without time limits.
This request does not use State General Fund dollars and does not increase the state budget. Currently, the $8 million statutory cap on Lottery Vending Machine funds (temporarily increased to $10 million) is allocated 75% to Mental Health Crisis Centers and 25% to Clubhouses. While this structure has been effective, it no longer meets statewide demand. Increasing the cap to $16 million would expand access to Clubhouses and Mental Health Crisis Centers in underserved areas and strengthen existing programs.
Kansas Clubhouses also demonstrate strong local commitment, having collectively raised additional support beyond state funding. When the state invests responsibly, communities respond.
As people of faith committed to dignity, justice, and care for our neighbors, I respectfully urge you to support increasing the Lottery funding cap to $16 million.
Thank you for your service to Kansas and for your thoughtful consideration.




