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League of Women Voters and Greater Chicago Food Depository
launch nonpartisan voter registration and
education partnership at food access sites

CHICAGO (February 5, 2026) — The League of Women Voters of Chicago & Cook County (LWV
Chicago & LWV Cook County), in partnership with the Greater Chicago Food Depository, today
announced a new nonpartisan voter registration and civic education collaboration that will bring
voter education services to Food Depository food access partner locations, including pantry
sites and other community locations.

This partnership reflects a shared commitment to serving neighbors and strengthening civic
participation, grounded in the belief that communities thrive when residents have both the
resources to meet basic needs and the opportunity to shape the decisions that affect their lives.

Under the partnership, LWV Chicago and LWV Cook County will recruit and deploy trained
deputy registrars and volunteers to provide voter registration and voter education at participating
Food Depository partner sites.

“The Greater Chicago Food Depository’s mission is rooted in dignity, access, and community
strength, and voting is a critical way our neighbors can shape the decisions that impact their
ability to thrive, particularly at a time when so many face losing access to critical food
assistance,” said Danielle Perry, Vice President of Policy and Advocacy at the Greater Chicago
Food Depository. “When community members raise their voices at the ballot box, they help
influence policies that determine access to nutritious food and strengthen hunger-relief
programs across Chicago and Cook County. We are proud to partner with the League of
Women Voters to bring nonpartisan voter registration and education directly to food access
sites—empowering our neighbors with both the resources they need today and the tools to
shape a more food-secure future.”

“LWV Chicago is focused on reaching communities that have too often been left out of our
democratic process, including low-turnout areas where barriers to participation can be highest,”
said Jane Ruby, President of the League of Women Voters of Chicago. “This partnership is a
practical, neighbor-centered way to meet people where they are, provide trusted nonpartisan
information, and help more eligible voters prepare to cast a ballot.”
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“The Cook County League and all 11 Suburban Cook Leagues are excited about this
opportunity to work with the Chicago League and the Greater Chicago Food Depository and its
partners to help register and provide voting information,” says LWV Cook County President
Diane Edmundson.

About the League of Women Voters

The League of Women Voters of Chicago and League of Women Voters of Cook County are
nonpartisan, grassroots organizations working to protect and expand voting rights and ensure
everyone is represented in our democracy. We empower voters and defend democracy through
advocacy and education. LWV encourages informed and active participation in government
while influencing public policy. LWV Chicago & LWV Cook County are 501(c)(3) organizations.
For more information, please visit lwvchicago.org and lwvcookcounty.org.

*The LWV Cook County is composed of the members of LWV Chicago and the 11 Leagues in
Suburban Cook County: Arlington Heights, Mt. Prospect & Buffalo Grove Area,; Evanston;
Glenview/Glencoe; Homewood Flossmoor Area; LaGrange Area; Oak Park & River Forest;
Palatine, Barrington & Schaumburg Areas; Palos/Orland Area; Park Forest Area; Wilmette; and
Winnetka/Northfield/Kenilworth.

About the Greater Chicago Food Depository

The Greater Chicago Food Depository, Chicago’s food bank, believes a healthy community
starts with food. The Food Depository partners with a network of 850 organizations and
programs, including food pantries, soup kitchens, shelters and other partners, working to bring
food and opportunity to our neighbors across Chicago and Cook County. The Food Depository
addresses the root causes of hunger with job training, advocacy and other strategies that
generate economic impact and access to living wages. The Food Depository is a proud member
of Feeding America — the national network of food banks. Learn more at chicagosfoodbank.org.
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