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OCONOMOWOC — Candidates tradi-
tionally eagerly await election results for
a few hours on election day, but this
spring election, that waiting period has

been extended to almost a week as clerks
were given additional time to tally absen-
tee ballots. But, local candidates are OK
with having to wait a few more days to
learn if they are the winner of their race. 

With a spring election cycle that started
in August when write-in candidate Lou
Kowieski announced his candidacy for

mayor, it has been a long road to this
point. 

Kowieski said he is happy campaigning
is over. 

“I am humbled at the experience and I
am excited to continue to serve whether
it’s as an alderman or as a mayor,” he
said. 

Candidate for mayor Bob Magnus said
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Election Day goes smoothly 
overall, say county officials

But clerks discuss strained resources, 
plan to count more absentee ballots

Alex Nemec/Enterprise Staff

Two voters in Oconomowoc cast their ballots at the former Kmart at 1450 Summit Ave. The entirety of the empty store was converted to
a single polling place for all four wards.

By Nikki Brahm
nbrahm@conleynet.com

262-513-2651

WAUKESHA — Despite pub-
lic health concerns regarding
voting amid the coronavirus,
voting in Waukesha County
overall was successful on Tues-
day, according to municipal
clerks and public officials.

Many added safety measures
included following social dis-
tancing guidelines, providing
poll workers with personal pro-
tective equipment, encourag-
ing voters to wear face masks
and gloves, providing one-time-
use pens and more.

Results from the primary
will not be made available until
Monday.

Feedback
All voting in the city of

Waukesha took place at the
Schuetze Recreation Center,
1120 Baxter St., on Tuesday.

Waukesha City Clerk and
Treasurer Gina Kozlik said she
was very thankful that so
many people assisted in having
a successful election, with a
total of about 2,580 votes cast in
person on Tuesday in the city.

“I think it certainly added a
lot of stress to city resources to
try and provide the safety mea-
sures that we needed to pro-
vide, with the loss of co-work-
ers,” she said.

Kozlik said getting through
absentee votes, which they will
be doing in the coming days, is
always tough.

Oconomowoc City Clerk and
Wisconsin Municipal Clerks
Association President Diane
Coenen said the single polling
location in Oconomowoc
worked well with the polls
being sped up and organized.

“We had staff and volunteers
to help direct people even if
there was some confusion by a
voter,” Coenen said. “It went
very smoothly.”

However, Coenen called the
last three weeks “grueling,”
saying she has only worked on
tasks involving the election in
that time. She added it’s going
to take months for staff to get
out from under the amount of
work that has piled up during Many voters came to the polls

with face masks to prevent the
spread of the coronavirus.See ELECTION, PAGE 3A

Candidates OK with waiting period
OCONOMOWOC

Glad campaigning is over 

See CANDIDATES, PAGE 3A

Submitted photo

A room at the East Campus is packed with bagged
food for Oconomowoc area families who need help
putting meals on the table. With the COVID-19 pan-
demic, many families who relied on the free and
reduced lunch program at school have been grateful
the Oconomowoc Area School District has offered
the bags of food.

Community
pitching in to
help students 

Food, gift cards, 
internet access provided 

for families in need
By Alex Nemec

anemec@conleynet.com
262-513-2661

OCONOMOWOC — Prior to schools officially
shutting down on March 18, Oconomowoc Area
School District Superintendent Roger Rindo sent
a letter to families in the district saying arrange-
ments were being made to provide support to fam-
ilies who relied on the district day-to-day. 

Part of that support includes free and reduced
lunch programs, daycare and access to technolo-
gy.

“I heard recently that as communities, the best
way to fight this pandemic is through a pandemic
of kindness,” Rindo said in the March 12 letter.
“We will get through this together.” 

It seems the community has taken that to heart
as OASD has been working to provide those fami-
lies with the support they need.

See SCHOOL, PAGE 3A

Finding ways to make
Easter special in the
midst of a lockdown
Creativity can keep magic 

in holiday for children
By Cara Spoto

cspoto@conleynet.com 
262-513-2653

Easter is going to be different this year for a
lot of reasons, but if you have young children, it
might be especially hard to find ways to main-
tain the jovial spirit of the holiday amidst social
distancing mandates.

For families with children who may be frustrat-
ed right now about not being able to roughhouse
around grandma’s and grandpa’s house or defend
their title at their church’s Easter Egg hunt,
Waukesha-based psychologist Amy Schley –

See EASTER, PAGE 2A

Oconomowoc to 
light it up Friday

Page 1B

Theaters work behind 
the scenes amid COVID-19 
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OCONOMOWOC — In light of
the precautions needed during
the COVID-19 pandemic, Lake
Country Pediatrics has taken
extra steps to ensure children
are still getting the proper
health care they need by pur-
chasing a bus and refurbishing
it into a mobile clinic. 

Lake Country Pediatrics
President Greg Moyer said the
clinic has always done home
visits, but only for newborns
from birth to 2 months old. 

Moyer said because of the
pandemic, clients are staying
home and rightfully so.

“We heard most of the big
organizations were canceling
all of their well care, including
2 months to 2-year exams,”
Moyer said. “That time frame is
when children get the bulk of
their vaccines. We were all
brainstorming and I suggested
we do home visits for all of our
kids.”

Within five days, Moyer said
Lake Country Pediatrics had
found and purchased the
minibus and converted it into a
mobile medical unit. 

Rather than have the doctors
go into the house Moyer said
the clinic is following Centers
for Disease Control guidelines
and having one caregiver and

one patient on the bus. 
“It’s a lot more controlled and

we give the parents a mask and
then we can sterilize the bus
between patient visits,” Moyer
said. “As opposed to us walking
into a home, you could have 10
people in the house and now we
have been exposed to a lot of
people.”

The minibus is equipped with
a fridge to house the vaccines,
baby scale, an exam table, all
the normal forms and capabili-
ties to do hemoglobins and
blood testing, Moyer said. 

In addition, Moyer has
opened his clinic to all patients
from birth until 2 years old. 

“If you have a 2-month-old or
a 4-month-old who needs a vac-

cine and their normal office is
closed, we don’t want those kids
getting behind on their vac-
cines either,” he said. 

Moyer said the initiative has
been well received by patients
and the community as well —
with the Facebook post
announcing the bus being the
clinic’s most successful post
ever. 

“People have been calling and
thanking us,” Moyer said. “Peo-
ple who don’t even have young
kids have called and thanked us
for being innovative and think-
ing outside the box.”

If interested in learning
more about Lake Country
Pediatrics’ mobile medical
unit, call 262-569-7100. 
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Candidates
From Page 1A

he is comfortable with having the waiting
period for the votes to be tallied. 

“Whatever is in the best interest and safety
of the residents,” Magnus said. “So waiting
an extra week isn’t a problem.”

Kowieski also said he was glad the extra
time was provided to “be sure people get the
chance to have their vote count.”

However, Kowieski said he believes the vote
count from Tuesday’s in-person voting
should’ve been made to the public. 

“The preliminary vote totals should (have
been) made available to the public (on Tues-
day) or as soon as possible because all the
absentee ballots they are waiting on needed
to be postmarked by April 7,” Kowieski said.

Mayoral candidate Kevin Ellis said he is
also glad to be on the other side of the cam-
paign trail because there has been such a
whirlwind of activity surrounding the elec-
tion.

“I’m looking forward to seeing what the
future brings,” Ellis said. 

However, Ellis said he isn’t anxious to find
out the results.

“I’m hanging out and being patient,” Ellis
said. “I’m not going to worry about some-
thing I don’t have control over.”

District 2 Aldermanic candidate Chas
Schellpeper also said he is glad campaigning
is done, but is happy the process is as
demanding as it is. 

“We should have a lot of questions and lot
of interaction with those who are seeking
public office,” Schellpeper said. “Hopefully I
was as transparent and open as the residents
would’ve liked me to be.”

Schellpeper also said as a candidate he is
anxious to hear Monday’s results, but under-
stands the necessity to follow the ruling from
the Supreme Court. 

Scott Antonneau, Schellpeper’s opponent
in the District 2 race, said with the pandemic
causing so many changes, waiting one more
week to make sure the safety of citizens and
poll workers is apparent is not a big deal.

“I guess if I was younger I would be a little
bit antsier about this,” Antonneau said. “I’m
just riding it out and we’ll see on Monday
what the results are.”

School
From Page 1A

In a statement from the dis-
trict, Sodexo Food Service
has been distributing weekly
breakfast and lunch pack-
ages for families using the
free and reduced meal pro-
gram. In addition, this past
weekend, the district offered
the same package for any
OASD students in need, even
if they aren’t using the pro-
gram. 

Tina Hohlfeld, general
manager of Sodexo’s food
services in the OASD, said
being rooted in the communi-
ty and helping these students
and families means every-
thing. 

“I grew up here in
Oconomowoc and my
employees are all rooted here
with kids, friends and family,
so we view this as our com-
munity too,” Hohlfeld said.
“We feed these students five
days a week normally, we
know families need this sup-
port and these students hold
a big piece of (our) hearts.”

Hohlfeld said it has been
emotional to see the families’
reaction when they receive
the food they need. 

“It can be humbling during
a crisis like this, to see how
much need there actually is
in our community,” she said.
“While this crisis has been
extremely difficult, this has
been a bright spot in our
days.”

The district has also
received donations of gro-
cery store gift cards and
restaurant gift cards that the
district’s social workers have
been giving to families in
need. 

“Learning Strategists and
Related Service Providers are
working hard to meet the
needs of all learners in this
new virtual learning envi-
ronment,” said Lisa Dawes,
director of student services
for OASD.

Since schools will be closed
for the foreseeable future, stu-
dents have needed to adapt
and begin working from
home — which means fami-
lies without internet are at a
disadvantage. But thanks to
the Oconomowoc Area Foun-
dation and the Oconomowoc
Public Education Fund
donating money to purchase
hotspots, those students have
been able to continue their
education. 

Oconomowoc Area Founda-
tion Coordinator Maribeth
Bush said she received an
email from one of the teach-
ers in the district telling her
how the shutdown would
soon affect the students. 

“They called and asked if
we could assist them,” Bush
said. “Our students need to
be kept on course.”

Bush said the OAF Board
approved the donation of
funds to buy hotspots by the
next morning.

“Our purpose is to support
the community, whether it be

through an initiative or a pro-
ject. These are different times
and the board right now is
looking at ways we can help
the community,” Bush said.

In addition the
Oconomowoc Public Educa-
tion Fund, also donated
money toward the purchase
of hotspots for students.

OPEF Marketing and Com-
munications Coordinator
Katie Westerman said when
OPEF learned that the dis-
trict had an immediate need
for additional hotspots, they
wanted to support those
efforts. 

“These are uncertain and
unprecedented times for all
of us, so it was important for
us to help ensure that all our
OASD students have access to
virtual learning,” Wester-
man said. “We are so fortu-
nate to live in a community
that consistently rallies
together to support one and
another and our school dis-
trict.”

Westerman also said the
support from the community
has been overwhelming posi-
tive and generous.

“Many local organizations
are stepping forward and just
want to help anyway they
can,” Westerman said. 

“These are trying times for
all of us and uncharted terri-
tory for our educators and
students, so having all the
necessary supports in place
is crucial to the well being of
our students.”

Election
From Page 1A

the election.
“I am exhausted. I am not

afraid to say that,” Coenen
said. “It’s been very gruel-
ing mentally and physically.
I hope I never have to expe-
rience an election like this
again. Ever. I am looking
forward to things getting
back to normal.”

Mukwonago Clerk-Trea-
surer Diana Dykstra said
there was a steady turnout
of voters at Mukwonago
Village Hall, 440 River Crest
Court, and they had a suc-
cessful Election Day.

Dykstra said she doesn’t
have to count absentee bal-
lots until April 13 with elec-
tion inspectors.

Dykstra said she has a
statutory duty as municipal
clerk to make sure the elec-
tion goes on. 

“Had someone made that
decision three weeks ago
when they put out a Safer at
Home Order, I think we
could have made some
adjustments,” she said.
“But there was really no
direction provided to
municipal clerks on how to
create this election.”

Voters
Justin Felix said he voted

at about 8:45 a.m. in Wauke-
sha and he was in and out in
about 15 minutes.

Jason Doyle said he also
voted in Waukesha and was
first intimidated by the busy
parking lot at Frame Park;
however, he was also in and

out in 15 minutes.
“Social distancing was well

practiced with poll workers
behind plexiglass,” Doyle

said. “People were offered
masks at entrances. New
pens handed out to each per-
son.”

Jim Cook, a resident of
Oconomowoc, said voting
went very smoothly for him
at the former Kmart building
at 7:15 a.m. 

“I was in and out in, I want
to say, five minutes,” Cook
said. “I had a bandana, it’s
been hard to find any
masks.”

Cook said he didn’t get an
absentee ballot in time,
which is why he voted in per-
son.

“I think the decision (by
the Supreme Court) was
probably the right one,
given the statutes and the
election laws in the state of
Wisconsin ... but that said, I
think our legislature let us
down,” Cook said. “I think
three weeks ago they
should have made the deci-
sion to move the election,

and gotten together, and
had public health and safe-
ty in the forefront of their
minds, rather than the
political banter ... 15 states
did move their elections, I
don’t know why we couldn’t
have found a way to do
that.”

Theresa Erdman said she
recently moved and was
unable to register in her new
town and could not vote.

Karen Sprengten said the
choice is clear: “Stay home
under the (quarantine) as
ordered or go vote and get
sick.”

Bill Schley said the public
could have voted absentee
weeks ago: “How long has
the city of Waukesha been
pushing this? Can’t change
the date of an election the
day before.”

Alex Nemec/Enterprise Staff

A poll worker in Oconomowoc sanitizes a poll for the next voter.

By Mark Hutchinson
mhutchinson@conleynet.com
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OCONOMOWOC — Matt Reich owns
the Elemental Bread Company and oper-
ates it out of his Watertown home.

But Reich was willing to go the extra
mile and comply with restrictions to
accommodate his customers during the
coronavirus pandemic.

Reich took his show on the road Sun-
day, traveling to the park and ride lot on
Lang Road and Highway 67 in the Town
of Oconomowoc, to distribute his prod-
ucts to buyers who prepaid for them
online.

And he strived to do it all within the
guidelines of COVID-19 safety precau-
tions.

“Everything went smoothly, and with-
in two hours at the pickup spot, 40 cus-
tomers picked up their orders ranging
from eight sourdough bread varieties,
pizza crusts and two different biscuit fla-
vors,” he said. 

“I think there were only ever three
cars in line at once, and no one had to get
out of their vehicle or make contact.
Given the current circumstances, that
was very important to us.”

The Elemental Bread Company will
begin its second year of business in May.

“We started selling our bread after
constant encouragement by family and
friends when we would share loaves
with them,” Reich said. “The positive
reviews continued throughout our first
year selling bread and we have gained a
very loyal and appreciated following at
the Oconomowoc farmers markets.”

Reich does everything out of his fami-
ly home while also watching his 2- and 5-
year-old sons.

“They may be the biggest fans of the
bread,” Reich said. “In fact, every recipe
we produce was simply something we
wanted to try for ourselves and thought
it would be unfair if no one else got to
try it.”

The products have met with rave
reviews, Reich said.

“Such amazing support by our cus-
tomers is why we decided to do a ‘pop-up
bread sale,’” he said. “The last scheduled
winter farmers market was canceled
due to COVID-19 so many of my cus-
tomers, who were planning to stock up
for the month and a half between mar-
ket seasons, were unable to do so. 

“This in addition to the photos of bare
bread shelves going around social
media, led me to brainstorm the safest
way for my family and customers to
make a batch of bread and get it to peo-
ple.”

Reich considered the pop-up sale a suc-
cess.

“We were very happy to see so many
people that were so excited and thankful
for a bonus opportunity to get some of
our bread,” he said. “We feel like the pro-
duction and pickup went really well. 

“Everything, from surfaces, utensils
and appendages, was washed and steril-
ized prior to use, and the entire two-day
process was done under cover of respi-
ratory mask so myself and my cus-
tomers would have peace of mind. I’ve
always been a better-safe-than-sorry
kind of person.”

The sale might not prove to be a one-
time venture.

“If we find the time amongst our busy
personal schedules to do another sale
like this, it will be announced on Face-
book just like this past sale was,” Reich
said.

Submitted photo

The Lake Country Pediatrics mobile medical unit parked outside
the Oconomowoc office at 970 S. Silver Lake St.

Some doctors are still
doing home visits
Lake Country Pediatrics converts minibus 

into mobile medical clinic

A pop-up bread sale
Elemental Bread Company owner 

goes the extra mile to accommodate 
customers during pandemic


