
 

 

 

 

 

Forage agronomist joins Nappan Experimental Farm team 

 

Kathleen Glover completed her BSc. in Crop Science and MSc. in forage agronomy and 

quantitative genetics at the University of Guelph, going on to complete her PhD. in molecular 

biology and biochemistry at Dalhousie University. She then spent a decade doing applied 

agronomy research for the agricultural community, government organizations and private 

industry.  Glover says forage agronomy was a key component of the research and included a 

wide variety of field trials ranging from fertility management of forage grasses, to evaluations of 

novel forage germplasms and evaluating new methods to assess winter hardiness and frost 

seeding potential of various legume species. 

 

Glover has a long-standing interest in the effect of forages on ruminant livestock production and, 

as a Molecular Nutrition Research Chair at the former Nova Scotia Agricultural College, has 

participated in research studying fresh versus ensiled forage on dairy cow milk yield and quality 

parameters and the effects of forage species on growth and nutrient/gene interactions in the 

grazing lamb. She also provided scientific expertise to ongoing research and technical 

demonstration of the benefits of utilizing management intensive rotational grazing in a 

community pasture for beef cattle production. 

 

Glover joined Agriculture and Agri Food Canada in May and serves as the forage agronomist for 

the Nappan Experimental Farm. CFGA caught up with her to talk forage. 

 

How have you seen things change with respect to forages over the years? 

A variety of societal challenges have increased consumer interest in and awareness of food 

production, including environmental and animal welfare concerns as well as the nutritive value 

of the food produced.  In this context, how livestock production is managed and the quality of 

the food product produced are critical to maintaining consumer confidence in the food they are 

eating.  The fact that forages can offset the environmental impact of ruminant production, 

enhance animal welfare and also produce nutrient-enriched food products has heightened 

attention on forage production.  Furthermore, maximizing quality forage production is almost 

always the most cost-effective way to increase profitability for the ruminant industry.  This has 

resulted in a concerted effort to support forage research in Canada. 

 

What are the opportunities for forage growers in Canada? 

As indicated above, forage production offers a tremendous opportunity for ruminant livestock 

producers to lower their costs of production while positively impacting greenhouse gas 

emissions, animal welfare issues and food product quality.  With specific reference to eastern 

Canada, in the Maritime Provinces there are large acreages of abandoned or underutilized 

agricultural land that are less than ideal for many types of crops but are capable of producing 



high quality forage.  Coupled with the predicted increase in demand both locally and nationally 

for beef products, this region is poised to increase its quality forage production which will 

support both the growth in the beef industry and cost competitiveness of the dairy industry. 

 

What is your favourite aspect of working in the forage industry? 

Early in my agricultural education, forage crops were seen only as a required component of 

ruminant livestock feeds and had some importance in crop rotations but were really viewed as 

secondary to cash crops such as corn and soybeans.  Over the years, the significant value of high 

quality forage to farm profitability and environmental sustainability has been increasingly 

recognized and now it is exciting to be involved in research to further strengthen forage 

production in Canada. 

 

Tell us about some of the projects you are currently working on involving forage at 

Nappan? 

The Nappan Experimental Farm has two active forage researchers, Dr. Yousef Papadopoulos, a 

forage breeder, and John Duynisveld, a ruminant nutritionist. Since starting with AAFC in May 

of this year, I have had the opportunity to collaborate with them in the development of several 

research proposals focusing on the need to establish and maintain a quality legume within the 

forage stand whether it be for harvested forage or for pasture production.  In addition to this 

research, I am developing a program to study the interaction of forage nutrients and ruminant 

metabolism at the biochemical/molecular level. 


