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Community Concerns with Bike Lane Plans
West Virginia Avenue and Across D.C.

Dr. Allison Agwu

Property Owner West Virginia Avenue, N.E.



Timeline of bike lane installation on West Va Ave NE
July 2020- No meeting
August 2020- No meeting
September 2020- No PBL discussion
October 2020- No PBL discussion
November 2020- No PBL discussion
December 2020- No PBL discussion  
January 2021 – No PBL discussion
February 2021- New commissioners

February 2021
No mention of NOI 
obliterating the parking

6/2021 installed
Meeting w/DDOT 6-28-2021
Meeting DDOT 7-8-21 
Matlesky acknowledged that the normal public 
posting not done due to a DPW timeline issue

“heavily used S. Fenwick parking”
“Parking will remain available in 
front of residencies” DDOT

2/11/2020 4/14/2020 7/28/2020 2/19/2021 6/2021

1800 
Block

Bike lanes 
installed

70% 
parking 

removed

9/2021

PBL:  protected bike lane Source:  recorded meeting presentations ANC 5D (anc5D.org)  



Impact on community: Public Health and Safety

• Public health safety concern #1: residents are unable to park and have to find parking 
distant from their home (no alley, making Capital Avenue not an option).
•  challenge for residents who are elderly, disabled, have small children, pregnant, etc

• Public health safety concern #2: residents are unable to even pull up near their buildings 
(e.g., unload groceries, disembark from rideshare) without obstructing bike lanes or the 
street, a danger to themselves, cars, and cyclists

• Public safety concern #3: area has a high number of crimes (assaults, shootings, 
robberies). Being forced to park a significant distance from one’s home and walk at all 
hours subjects the residents to becoming victims of crimes. Removes the opportunity to 
visualize one’s car and to be vigilant if there is a potential break-in
•  challenge for residents who are elderly, disabled, have small children, pregnant, etc



Impact on community: Financial Concerns
• Limited parking (+limited time frames) →predatory 

ticketing of residents  

• Must obtain permits to allow parking for contractors, etc
as there are attempts to do work on one’s property  

• Contractors receiving tickets for parking in the protected 
bike lane despite having DDOT-issued permits

• Loss of property values  
• Each of the 2 units sold for $250K below list/appraised price

• Feedback from dozens of realtors that clients reluctance directly 
related to no parking

• Considering lawsuit against the city for damages  

Info courtesy of John Allevato, property owner 1910 West Va. Ave



Disregard of community 
• ANC resolution specifically approves bike lanes that come up with “creative solutions that 

minimize the impact to local resident street parking.” 
• The implemented plans were never acknowledged/received by the ANC 

• Public notification (normally posted per DDOT policy) was not done.

• The primarily African-American/Black often marginalized residents of this community 
have been further marginalized by the implementation of this bike lane project.
• highly doubtful that in parts of the city that have primarily non-Black residents such a plan would have 

been implemented (racial inequity)

• All potential solutions prioritize every other entity (bikers that do not live in the 
community, trucks, depot) but the longstanding African-American residents.



Community Stories
• Residents

• Parents with young children
• Elderly mother with grown autistic child
• Elderly woman with disability who relies on Metro Access
• Elderly woman who now has to walk long distances to her 

car/cannot find parking
• Battle over parking
• Interaction with cyclists 

• Police officers

• Parking enforcement officers

• USPS

• Delivery drivers

• DPW

• Bus drivers:  now obstruct the driving lane as they can 
no longer pull over due to the bike lane

Rally 9/24/2021 

RESIDENTS’ RIGHT IS OUR FIGHT!



DDOT initial Response about removal of parking lane

• “we had planned to repurpose the parking lane on the west side of 
the 1900 block of West Virginia Avenue NE and add parking to the 
east side of the street. However, during our discussions with DPW, it 
was determined that the right-turn lane in to the DPW facility at 
Fenwick Street NE was not long enough to store the many numerous 
large vehicles as they queued to refuel. The right-turn lane was 
extended to accommodate these vehicles and the parking lane was 
removed.”

• “Nothing we can do.”

Greg Matlesky (DDOT bike lane project manager)



Subsequent exchanges with DDOT

• “3-4 spaces in front of 1914 Avenue”

• “there is space to add a dozen or so around the 
corner on Central Place NE, if there is a desire, 
and this would probably be a two or three 
month process as we conduct public outreach 
to the community and issue a Notice of Intent 
(NOI) which has a 30 business day public 
comment period.”  Response:  CONCERN 
ABOUT ADDITIONAL IMPACT ON 
COMMUNITY AS THIS IS A HIGHLY TRAVELLED 
ROAD IN BOTH DIRECTIONS

Greg Matlesky (DDOT bike lane project manager)

Implemented with no community input, no notice



CONCERNS/ISSUES West 
Va. 
Ave 
NE

K St 
NE/NW

9th

St 
NW

17th

St 
NW

I  St 
SE/SW⊥

Black 
churches

Conn 
Ave⊥

Citywide bike 
plans⊥ (e.g., 
Crestwood, 

Upshur, Capitol 
Hill, Tunlaw etc)

Lack of access for Individuals with disabilities (unable 
to cycle, loss of curbside/any parking; Metro Access)

X X X X X X X ?

Seniors (limited mobility, access, safety) X X X X X X X ?

Lack of parking (safety, convenience) X X⊥ X X X X X ?

Disruption of services (postal, delivery, trash/recycling, 
emergency medical services) to homes, businesses

X X X X X X ?

Limited alternate modes/routes of transportation (esp. 
for non-cyclist)

X X X X X X ?

Lack of comprehensive community input (+problems 
with engagement, misrepresentation)

X X X X X X X ?

Financial impact: Property owners X X X X X X ?

Financial impact: Businesses X X X X X X ?

Obstruction of bus lanes (bus, passenger, cyclist safety) X X X ?

Traffic congestion X X X X X X X ?

Pedestrian, cyclist, driver safety X X X X X X X ?

Disruption of ride share X X X X X X ?

Racial inequity X X X ? ⊥Planned

Commonalities in Bike Lane Concerns in Multiple Communities Across the City



DC Residents with Disabilities 
ADA Concerns with Bike Lane Plans

Ed Hanlon, Esq
Uzella Speight (West Va)
Commissioner Rogers (K Street)









DDOT’S CYCLE TRACKS



17TH Street NW Cycle Track





Commissioner Rogers 17th Street NW



Ms. Uzella Speight 1800 block West Virginia Ave NE

Mrs. Uzella Speight
30 year resident 
Born with cerebral palsy with limited 
mobility
Uses cane/ walker/does not drive or bike

Relies on curbside drop/off pick-up 
(MetroAccess, ride share, cabs)



Ms. Uzella Speight 1800 block West Virginia Ave NE





Advocate for access for individuals with disabilities, Los Angeles, CA



Faith-Based Institutions
Concerns with Bike Lane Plans

Reverend Dexter Nutall 

New Bethel Baptist Church (9th St NW)



Business Community
Concerns with Bike Lane Plans

Alex M. Padro
Executive Director
Shaw Main Streets



9th Street Cycletrack will have the most significant 

negative impact on businesses in Shaw since the 

1968 riots.



DDOT rendering of 9th Street Cycletrack does not show 

reduction of travel lanes, loss of customer parking, and 

impact on deliveries to business.



Negative impact of cycletrack on San Diego businesses 

has been documented.



Most visitors to Shaw businesses from outside of the 

neighborhood arrive by private car or rideshare, 

especially at night.



Most 9th Street businesses receive deliveries from trucks 

parked on the street, not alleys.



On 17th Street, delivery trucks park illegally on sidewalks, in 

crosswalks and intersections because legal space to unload 

is not available.  



Proposed use of center median on 1900 block of 9th Street 

for delivery vehicle parking  is impractical and dangerous.



Trucks routinely park on and cross the proposed cycletrack 

route, endangering cyclists and impeding traffic.



Streateries will require loss of additional customer parking.



Alternatives not studied by DDOT that would reduce 

negative impact on businesses:

1) Make 9th Street north of Massachusetts Avenue 

one way, like it already is south of NY Avenue.

2)   Make 1900 block of 9th Street one way.

3)   Put cycletrack in median, like Pennsylvania Avenue, NW cycletrack.



Question & Answer
DDOT Director Everett Lott & DJ OneLuv Muhammad

Please feel free to put your questions in the chat, include your name, Ward, ANC  (if applicable)



Final Remarks
DDOT Director Everett Lott & Jamal “DJ OneLuv” 
Muhammad



Feedback

Did you learn something from this town hall?  If yes, what?

Do you want another Town hall? 



Website: www.thedccoalition.org

Facebook:  https://facebook.com/groups/dccoalitionddotbikelanes

Phone:  240-621-2773

THANK YOU

http://www.thedccoalition.org/
https://facebook.com/groups/dccoalitionddotbikelanes

