
       

       

 

 
 

Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

 Traditional Service 
September 5, 2021 

 

The Service for the Lord’s Day 
 

WE GATHER 

PRELUDE  Elevation for a Communion Service                            Alexander Guilmant 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP AND PASSING THE PEACE 

Leader: O sing to the Lord a new song; 
People: sing to the Lord, all the earth! 
Leader: Sing, and give praise to God’s name; 
People: Tell the glad news of salvation every day! 
All: Come, let us worship God! 

 

OPENING HYMN                                                                                                              #471 
O Praise the Gracious Power                                 CHRISTPRAISE RAY 

 
                                                                                                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WE CONFESS 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION  

1  O praise the gracious power 
that tumbles walls of fear 
and gathers in one house of faith 
all strangers far and near: 
 

Refrain 
We praise you, Christ! 
Your cross has made us one! 
 

2  O praise persistent truth 
that opens fisted minds, 
and eases from their anxious clutch 
the prejudice that blinds: (Refrain) 

3  O praise inclusive love, 
encircling every race, 
oblivious to gender, wealth, 
to social rank or place: (Refrain) 
 

4  O praise the word of faith 
that claims us as God's own, 
a living temple built on Christ, 
our rock and cornerstone:(Refrain) 

 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Gracious and Loving God, in Jesus Christ you promise to transform our hearts and lives 

so that we can love and serve you with faithfulness and joy as we follow Christ. Yet we 

confess that we fear transformation as much as we seek it. We long to be selective 

about transformation, asking you to change our circumstances or problems while 

holding on to plans and desires that take us further away from you. Forgive us, Lord, 

and open us to the transforming presence of Jesus Christ, so that we may become the 

people you call and invite us to be, treasuring your grace in our hearts and sharing 

your love in our lives.  

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

WE LISTEN 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

SCRIPTURE  John 11:1-45                                                                          Betsy Simpson 
Leader: The word of the Lord               
People: Thanks be to God 

 
SERMON                                                                                                  The Rev. J.C. Austin 

“A Good Word: Transformation” 

 

WE RESPOND 

HYMN                                                                                                                                  #310 
Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee                                           ST. AGNES 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Jesus, the very thought of Thee 
With sweetness fills my breast; 
But sweeter far Thy face to see, 
And in Thy presence rest. 
 

2 Nor voice can sing, nor heart can 
frame, 
Nor can the mind recall 
A sweeter sound than Thy blest name, 
O Savior of us all. 
 

3 O hope of every contrite heart, 
O joy of all the meek, 
To those who fall, how kind Thou art! 
How good to those who seek! 

4 But what to those who find? Ah, this 
Nor tongue nor pen can show; 
The love of Jesus, what it is, 
None but His loved ones know. 
 

5 Jesus, our only joy be Thou, 
As Thou our prize will be; 
Jesus, be Thou our glory now, 
And through eternity. 



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (the Nicene Creed, ecumenical version) 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 
Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one 
holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CALL FOR OFFERING 
Call to Give 
 

Offertory  Te Deum                                                                              George F. Handel 

Rebecca Erhardt, soprano 

*Response - #592                                                                                     OLD HUNDREDTH 

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
  Praise Him, above ye heav’nly host; 
  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 

WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER 
Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

 

Leader:   The Lord be with you. 
People:   And also with you. 
Leader:    Lift up your hearts. 
People:   We lift them to the Lord. 
Leader:    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:   It is right to give thanks and praise. 
Leader:    It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise…  
                 As our Savior Christ has taught us, so now we pray: 

 

 
 



The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Words of Institution 

Sharing the Bread and the Cup 

Now to Your Table Spread                                                                        LOVE UNKNOWN 
 

CLOSING HYMN                                                                                                             #413 
All Who Love and Serve Your City                                      CHARLESTOWN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE  6. "Alla Marcia" from Preludes and Voluntaries Set 2     Eric H. Thiman 

 

 

1  All who love and serve your city, 
all who bear its daily stress, 
all who cry for peace and justice, 
all who curse and all who bless: 

2 In your day of wealth and plenty, 
wasted work and wasted play, 
call to mind the word of Jesus, 
"You must work while it is day.” 
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Flowers under the cross are in memory of Richard and Alice Willis from Ruth Willis 

If you would like to make a secure online donation to FPCB, you can visit   

fpc-bethlehem.org/donate, or use this QR code to go directly to that page   

(on your mobile phone, open the camera and point it at the QR code –  

it will take you to this website page). 

 

 

 

 

 

3 For all days are days of judgment,  
and the Lord is waiting still, 
drawing near a world that spurns him, 
offering peace from Calvary's hill. 

4 Risen Lord, shall yet the city 
be the city of despair? 
Come today, our judge, our glory. 
Be its name "The Lord is there!” 


