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The Service for the Lord’s Day 
 

WE GATHER 

PRELUDE   Veni Emmanuel                                                                   arr. Flor Peeters 
 
WELCOME AND PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

ADVENT  WREATH LIGHTING                    Kate Arrington and Jim and Lizzie Green 

Leader: God’s love is a door that is always open. 
People: God’s love is a beacon that guides us home. 
Leader: God’s love is a table with room for you. 
People: God’s love is a roof over our heads and a floor beneath our feet. 
Leader: God’s love is a home for you and me, for neighbors and strangers;  
People: a home for family and friends; for enemies and partners.  
Leader: So today we light the Candle of Love, to remind us of this truth and 
               promise.  
People: May it burn brightly in this space, and brighter in our hearts. 

 

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING RESPONSE                                                                  #9  
O Come, O Come Emmanuel Verse 4                                                     VENI EMMANUEL 
 

4 O come, O Bright and Morning Star, 
and bring us comfort from afar! 
Dispel the shadows of the night 
and turn our darkness into light.  

 
 

OPENING HYMN                                                                                                               #16 
The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came                                              GABRIEL’S MESSAGE 
 

                                                            
                                                                                                       

 

 

 

 

1 The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 
His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as 
flame; 
“All hail,” said he, “O lowly maiden 
Mary." 
Most highly favored lady, Gloria! 
 

2 “For know a blessèd mother you shall 
be, 
All generations praise continually, 
Your Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers 
foretold." 
Most highly favored lady, Gloria! 
 

 

 Refrain: 
Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O 
Israel. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WE CONFESS 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Holy God, we wish we were more like Mary, who admitted when she needed 
help and sought it out from those who loved her. We wish we were more like 
Elizabeth, who greeted Mary with laughter and joy and cared for her in body 
and spirit when she was in need. Forgive us for the ways in which we keep to 
ourselves, neither seeking nor offering help.  Give us the courage of Mary and 
the grace of Elizabeth, so that we may offer blessings with joy, and our souls 
may magnify your love.  
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

WE LISTEN 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

SCRIPTURE  Luke 1:39-55                                                                           Kate Arrington 
Leader: The word of the Lord               
People: Thanks be to God 

 

SERMON                                                                                                  The Rev. J.C. Austin 

“Close to Home: Bless This Mess” 

WE RESPOND 
HYMN                                                                                                                                      #7 

Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth                                       MIT FREUDEN ZART 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

1 Lord Christ, when first You came to 
earth, 
Upon a cross they bound You, 
And mocked Your saving kingship then 
By thorn with which they crowned You; 
And still our wrongs may weave You now 
New thorns to pierce that steady brow, 
And robe of sorrow round You. 
 

2 O wondrous love, which found no room 
In life, where sin denied You, 
And, doomed to death, must bring to 
doom 
The power which crucified You, 
Till not a stone was left on stone, 
And all a nation's pride, o'erthrown, 
Went down to dust beside You. 
 

3 Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her 
head, 
“To me be as it pleases God,” she said, 
“My soul shall laud and magnify God's 
holy name.” 
Most highly favored lady, Gloria! 
 

4 Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was 
born 
In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas 
morn, 
And Christian folk throughout the 
world will ever say: 
Most highly favored lady, Gloria! 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 

Rich Peterson 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (the Apostles’ Creed) 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

CALL FOR OFFERING 
Call to Give 
 

Offertory   Noel                                                                                          Richard Proulx 
                                                  

*Response - #592                                                                                      OLD HUNDREDTH 

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
  Praise Him, above ye heav’nly host; 
  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 

3 New advent of the love of Christ, 
Shall we again refuse You, 
Till in the night of hate and war 
We perish as we lose You? 
From old unfaith our souls release 
To seek the kingdom of Your peace, 
By which alone we choose You. 
 

4 O wounded hands of Jesus, build 
In us Your new creation; 
Our pride is dust, our vaunt is stilled, 
We wait Your revelation. 
O Love that triumphs over loss, 
We bring our hearts before Your 
cross; 
Come, finish Your salvation. 
 



CLOSING HYMN                                                                                                              #6 
Jesus Comes with Clouds Descending                                                            HELMSLEY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE  Postlude on "Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending"  
                                                                                                             arr. David N. Johnson 

 

 

1 Jesus comes with clouds descending; 
See the Lamb for sinner slain! 
Thousand, thousand saints attending 
Join to sing the glad refrain: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Christ the Lord returns to reign! 
 

2 Every eye shall then behold You 
Robed in awesome majesty; 
Those who jeered and mocked and sold You, 
Pierced and nailed You to the tree, 
Shamed and grieving, Shamed and grieving, 
Shamed and grieving, Shall their true 
Messiah see. 

. 
 
 
 

 
 

3 Yes, Amen! Let all adore You 
High on your eternal throne; 
Crowns and empires fall before You, 
Claim the kingdom for Your own: 
Come, Lord Jesus, Come, Lord Jesus, 
Come, Lord Jesus, Everlasting Christ, 
come down! 

. 
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Flowers in the Sanctuary are in memory of all our Loved Ones  
from Wendy and Dan Magocs 

 
 

If you would like to make a secure online donation to FPCB, you can visit   

fpc-bethlehem.org/donate, or use this QR code to go directly to that page   

(on your mobile phone, open the camera and point it at the QR code –  

it will take you to this website page). 

 

 

 

 

 


