
       

       

 

 

 

Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

    Traditional Service 
    September 12, 2021 

 

The Service for the Lord’s Day 
 

WE GATHER 

PRELUDE   My Lord, What a Mornin'                                                 arr. Jay B. Carlson 

 

WELCOME AND PASSING OF THE PEACE 

One:  Called to be Christ’s body in the world, 
All:     we yearn to be connected to our neighbors. 
One:   Called to a mustard seed faith, 
All:      we search for places to plant and tend. 
One:   Called to be growing in the Spirit, 
All:      we seek Love’s nurturing presence. 
One:   Let us worship God! 

 

OPENING HYMN                                                                                                              #388 
Come All You People       (see insert)                                                    UYAI MOSE ZVINO 

                                                            
                                                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WE CONFESS 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION  

Come all you people, 
come and praise your Maker; 
come all you people, 
come and praise your Maker; 
come all you people, 
come and praise your Maker; 
come now and worship the Lord. 
 
 

 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Holy God, you call us to live in mystery, to walk by faith. Yet we long for plans 
with goals and schedules. It’s hard to live by faith.  You call us to place our trust 
in you, to live as one with your Spirit.  Yet we want life to make sense. It’s hard 
to live by faith. You call us to marvel at the power of your love.  Yet it’s not easy 
to accept that new life and a different way are possible. It’s hard to live by faith. 
Forgive us, Divine Gardener, and help us to trust that our sacred-ordinary lives 
are held in your care and will unfold in your grace as we seek to plant and tend 
and grow your beloved community here and now. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

WE LISTEN 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

SCRIPTURE  Mark 4:26-32                                                                    Jeanne Hunsicker 
Leader: The word of the Lord               
People: Thanks be to God 

 
SERMON                                                                          The Rev. Lindsey Altvater Clifton 

 “A Mustard Seed Church” 

WE RESPOND 

HYMN                                                                                                                                  #684 
Faith Begins By Letting Go                                                                                            DIX 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1 Faith begins by letting go, 
giving up what had seemed sure, 
taking risks and pressing on, 
though the way feels less secure: 
pilgrimage both right and odd, 
trusting all our life to God. 
 
2 Faith endures by holding on, 
keeping memory's roots alive 
so that hope may bear its fruit; 
promise-fed, our souls will thrive, 
not through merit we possess 
but by God's great faithfulness. 
 

3 Faith matures by reaching out, 
stretching minds, enlarging hearts, 
sharing struggles, living prayer, 
binding up the broken parts: 
till we find the commonplace 
ripe with witness to God's grace. 
 



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from A Brief Statement of Faith 
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life.  The 
Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to 
love God and neighbor.  In a broken and fearful world, the Spirit gives us 
courage to pray without ceasing, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, 
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.  In gratitude to God, 
empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live 
holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, 
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

CALL FOR OFFERING 
Call to Give 
 

Offertory  If Ye Love Me                                                                             Thomas Tallis 
Chancel Choir 

                                                  

*Response - #592                                                                                       OLD HUNDREDTH 
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
  Praise Him, above ye heav’nly host; 
  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 

CLOSING HYMN                                                                                                             #852 
When the Lord Redeems the Very Last   (see insert)                               I'LL FLY AWAY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 When theLord redeems the very least, 
 we will rejoice. 
When the hungry gather for the feast,  
we will rejoice. 
We will rejoice with gladness,we will  
rejoice. 
All our days we’ll sing to God  
in praise. We will rejoice 

2 When the Lord restores the sick and 
weak, we will rejoice. 
When the earth is given to the meek, 
we will rejoice. 
We will rejoice with gladness, we will 
rejoice. 
All our days we’ll sing to God in praise. 
We will rejoice 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE  Festival Voluntary, Op. 87                                                            F. Peeters 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church of Bethlehem 
2344 Center Street, Bethlehem, PA 18017 

610-867-5865 
fpc-bethlehem.org 

Your attendance at church events constitutes permission to use your image  

(photos and video) in church communications. Questions about our policy:  

info@fpc-bethlehem.org 

 

Flowers under the cross are in memory of Robert Wei’s birthday from Lee Wei 
 

If you would like to make a secure online donation to FPCB, you can visit   

fpc-bethlehem.org/donate, or use this QR code to go directly to that page   

(on your mobile phone, open the camera and point it at the QR code –  

it will take you to this website page). 

 

 

 

 

 

3 When the Lord revives the world 
from death, we will rejoice. 
When the word of God fill every breath, 
we will rejoice. 
We will rejoice with gladness, we will 
rejoice. 
All our days we’ll sing to God in praise. 

We will rejoice 

4 When the Lord returns in victory, we 
will rejoice. 
When we live in glorious liberty, we 
will rejoice. 
We will rejoice with gladness, we will 
rejoice. 
All our days we’ll sing to God in praise. 
We will rejoice 


