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The Service for the Lord’s Day 
 

WE GATHER 

PRELUDE   "Intrada" from Miniature Suite for Organ                              John Ireland 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP AND PASSING THE PEACE 

OPENING HYMN                                                                                                             #461 
  God is Here!                                                                                                    ABBOT’S LEIGH 
 

1 God is here! As we Your people 
Meet to offer praise and prayer, 
May we find in fuller measure 
What it is in Christ we share. 
Here, as in the world around us, 
All our varied skills and arts 
Wait the coming of the Spirit 
Into open minds and hearts. 
 

2 Here are symbols to remind us 
Of our lifelong need of grace; 
Here are table, font, and pulpit; 
Here the cross has central place. 
Here in honesty of preaching, 
Here in silence, as in speech, 
Here, in newness and renewal, 
God the Spirit comes to each. 
 

3 Here our children find a welcome 
In the Shepherd's flock and fold, 
Here, as bread and wine are taken, 
Christ sustains us as of old. 



Here the servants of the Servant 
Seek in worship to explore 
What it means in daily living 
To believe and to adore. 
 

4 Lord of all, of church and kingdom, 
In an age of change and doubt 
Keep us faithful to the gospel, 
Help us work Your purpose out. 
Here, in this day's dedication, 
All we have to give, receive; 
We, who cannot live without You, 
We adore you! We believe! 

                                                                                                       
WE CONFESS 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Gracious and Loving God, we are told by the psalms and our songs to “wait for 
the Lord, whose day is near; wait for the Lord, be strong, take heart.” But we 
confess that it is hard to keep waiting for you. We find our strength wavering 
and our hearts fading in the face of all the dangers and challenges that surround 
us. Help us to see that while we wait for your day to come, you are already here 
and at work before the dawn. Give us strength and heart to join you in 
hastening the coming of that day, so every corner of this world may be filled 
with the eternal light of your love and peace.  

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

WE LISTEN 

SPECIAL MUSIC "Humoresque" from L'organo primitivo                       Pietro A. Yon 
David Macbeth, organ 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

SCRIPTURE  2 Peter 3:8-15a 
Leader: The word of the Lord               

           People: Thanks be to God 
 
SERMON                                                                                                  The Rev. J.C. Austin 

“Advent in July” 



WE RESPOND 

HYMN                                                                                                                                 #313  
  Come Down, O Love Divine                                                                         DOWN AMPNEY 
 

1 Come down, O Love divine, 
Seek out this soul of mine 
And visit it with Your own ardor glowing; 
O Comforter, draw near, 
Within my heart appear, 
And kindle it, Your holy flame bestowing. 
 

2 O let it freely burn, 
Till earthly passions turn 
To dust and ashes in its heat consuming; 
And let Your glorious light 
Shine ever on my sight, 
And clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 
 

3 And so the yearning strong 
With which the soul will long 
Shall far outpass the power of human telling; 
For none can guess God's grace, 
Till Love creates a place 
Wherein the Holy Spirit makes a dwelling. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
CALL FOR OFFERING 
        Call to Give 
 

        Offertory  4. "Chromatica" from Eight Organ Miniatures    
                                                                                                     Benjamin Cornelius-Bates 
                                                  

       *Response - #592                                                                              OLD HUNDREDTH 
         Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
          Praise Him, all creatures here below; 



          Praise Him, above ye heav’nly host; 
          Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 

CLOSING HYMN                                                                                                            #538  
 Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing                                                        SICILIAN MARINERS 

1 Lord, dismiss us with Thy blessing; 
Fill our hearts with joy and peace; 
Let us each, Thy love possessing, 
Triumph in redeeming grace. 
O refresh us, O refresh us, 
Traveling through this wilderness. 
 

2 Thanks we give and adoration 
For Thy gospel’s joyful sound; 
May the fruits of Thy salvation 
In our hearts and lives abound. 
Ever faithful, Ever faithful 
To the truth may we be found. 
 

3 So that when Thy love shall call us, 
Savior, from the world away, 
Let no fear of death appall us, 
Glad Thy summons to obey. 
May we ever, May we ever 
Reign with Thee in endless day. 

 
BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE  "Menuetto-Impromptu" from Miniature Suite for Organ    John Ireland 

 


