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The Service for the Lord’s Day 
 

WE GATHER 

PRELUDE   Noel!                                                                                              Henri Mulet 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP AND PASSING THE PEACE 

OPENING HYMN                                                                                                               #40 
Joy to the World!                        (Verses 1, 2 & 4)                                             ANTIOCH 

 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 
 

2 Joy to the world, the Savior reigns: 
Let us our songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders, of His love. 
                                                                                                          

WE CONFESS 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION  



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ you came among us as light shining in 
darkness.  We confess that we have not welcomed the light, or trusted good 
news to be good. We have closed our eyes to glory in our midst, expecting little, 
and hoping for less. Forgive our doubt and renew our hope, so that we may 
receive the fullness of your grace and live in the truth of Christ the Lord. Amen 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

WE LISTEN 

SPECIAL MUSIC  "Salvation is Created"     Paul Tschesnekov/ arr. David Thompson 

Hill to Hill Brass Quintet 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

SCRIPTURE  Luke 2:22-40  
Leader: The word of the Lord               
People: Thanks be to God 

 
SERMON                                                                                            The Rev. Sue Bennetch  

“Jesus Brings Joy” 

WE RESPOND 

HYMN                                                                                                                                    #44 
O Little Town of Bethlehem                                                                                 ST. LOUIS 
 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight. 
 

2 For Christ is born of Mary, 
And gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wondering love. 
O morning stars together 
Proclaim the holy birth! 
And praises sing to God the King, 
And peace to men on earth! 



3 How silently, how silently, 
The wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of His heaven. 
No ear may hear His coming, 
But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive Him still, 
The dear Christ enters in. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

CALL FOR OFFERING 
Call to Give 
 

Offertory  Veni Emmanuel                                                              setting Flor Peeters 
                                                   

*Response - #592                                                                                   OLD HUNDREDTH 

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
  Praise Him, above ye heav’nly host; 
  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 

CLOSING HYMN                                                                                                             #51 
See Amid the Winter's Snow                                                                             HUMILITY 
 

1 See amid the winter's snow, 
Born for us on earth below, 
See, the gentle Lamb appears, 
Promised from eternal years. 
 

Refrain: 
Hail! that ever-blessed morn, 
Hail redemption's happy dawn, 
Sing through all Jerusalem: 
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 
 



2 Say, you holy shepherds, say, 
Tell your joyful news today. 
Why have you now left your sheep 
On the lonely mountain steep? (Refrain) 
 

3 "As we watched at dead of night, 
There appeared a wondrous light; 
Angels singing 'Peace on earth' 
Told us of the Savior's birth." (Refrain) 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE  "Ach Gott, erhore' mein Seufzen"                 J. S. Bach/arr. Isaias Garcia 

Hill to Hill Brass Quintet 


