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The Service for the Lord’s Day 
 

WE GATHER 

PRELUDE    "Romance" from Preludes and Voluntaries Set 2             Eric H. Thiman 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP AND PASSING THE PEACE 

OPENING HYMN                                                                                                             #282 
  If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee                                 WER NUR DER LIEBEN GOTT   

 

1 If thou but trust in God to guide thee, 
With hopeful heart through all thy ways, 
God will give strength, whate'er betide thee, 
And bear thee through the evil days. 
Who trusts in God’s unchanging love 
Builds on the rock that nought can move. 
 

2 Only be still, and wait God's leisure 
In cheerful hope, with heart content 
To take whate'er thy Keeper's pleasure 
And all-discerning love hath sent; 
No doubt our inmost wants are clear 
To One who holds us always dear. 
 

3 Sing, pray, and swerve not from God's ways, 
But do thine own part faithfully; 
Trust the rich promises of grace, 
So shall they be fulfilled in thee. 
God never yet forsook at need 
The soul secured by trust indeed. 

                                                                                        
WE CONFESS 

 



CALL TO CONFESSION  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Gracious and Loving God, Jesus called us to a faith that expects and prepares for 
your kingdom to come, for you to fully redeem this world so that your will is 
done on it as it is in heaven. Yet it is hard for us to remain vigilant when there is 
so much to distract us, and your kingdom seems so far away; hard to believe in 
the transforming power of your will when so much in the world seems set 
against it or indifferent to it. Lord, help us to see the ways in which your will is 
already at work in our world; help us to see the ways in which we can join you 
there in our own lives and ministry, and all the resources that we have to 
contribute as you build up your kingdom.  

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

WE LISTEN 

SPECIAL MUSIC   "Le Cloches" (The Bells) from Deux Romances, L.65    
                                               Madison Zahorsky, soprano                      Claude Debussy 

The leaves opened upon the edge of the branches, 
Delicately. 
The bells rang, light and free, 
In the clear sky. 
 

Rhythmically and fervently, like an antiphon, 
This distant call 
Reminded me of the Christian whiteness 
Of altar flowers. 
 

These bells told of happy years, 
And, in the great forest, 
Seemed to revive the withered leaves 
Of days gone by. 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

SCRIPTURE  Matthew 25:1-13 
Leader: The word of the Lord               

           People: Thanks be to God 
 
SERMON                                                                                                  The Rev. J.C. Austin 

“Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning” 



WE RESPOND 

HYMN                                                                                                                                 #335  
 Though I May Speak                                                                                       O WALY WALY 
 

1 Though I may speak with bravest fire, 
And have the gift to all inspire, 
And have not love, my words are vain; 
As sounding brass, and hopeless gain. 
 
2 Though I may give all I possess, 
And striving so my love profess, 
But not be given by love within, 
The profit soon turns strangely thin. 
 

3 Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control, 
Our spirits long to be made whole. 
Let inward love guide every deed; 
By this we worship and are freed. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
CALL FOR OFFERING 
        Call to Give 
 

        Offertory  Variations on "Amazing Grace"                           setting Jean Langlais 

       *Response - #592                                                                              OLD HUNDREDTH 
         Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
          Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
          Praise Him, above ye heav’nly host; 
          Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 
CLOSING HYMN                                                                                                             #420 
 God of Grace and God of Glory                                                                   CWM RHONDDA 
 



1. God of grace and God of glory, 
on thy people pour thy power; 
crown the ancient church's story; 
bring its bud to glorious flower. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
for the facing of thls hour, 
for the facing of thls hour. 
2. Lo! the hosts of evil round us, 
scorn thy Christ, assail his ways! 
From the fears that long have bound us, 
free our hearts to love and praise. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
for the living of these days, 
for the living of these days. 
 

3. Cure thy children's warring madness, 
bend our pride to thy control; 
shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 
rich in things and poor in soul. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
lest we miss thy kingdom's goal, 
lest we miss thy kingdom's goal. 
 

4. Set our feet on lofty places; 
gird our lives that they may be 
armoured with all Christlike graces, 
pledged to set all captives free. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
that we fail not them nor thee, 
that we fail not them nor thee! 
 

5. Save us from weak resignation 
to the evils we deplore; 
let the search for thy salvation 
be our glory evermore. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
serving thee whom we adore, 
serving thee whom we adore. 

 
BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE  "The Heavens Declare"                                               Benedetto Marcell 


