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In Christ's Name, Welcome!

This has been 5t. Paul's expression of hospitality for
thirty ywears. Thirty years of welcoming the stranger into
our midst, Thirty years of welcoming the searching and
the struggling into our community, where we reveal
te them our faith in God's providence. Thirty years of
olfering Christian hospitality to all who walk through

our doors

Why have we been about this ministry of hospitality?
Because at some time during our short history, each

of us was that stranger. Every one of us plctared in

this Anniversary Directory was greeted in a spirit of hospitality the first day we walked through the
church door, We know what it is ke to come as a stranger and to be received as a sister or brother
in Christ. We know what it means to come as an outsider and to be treated as family. We know
first hand how powerfully such a homecoming communicates Gad’s love and acceptance of us.

Having been so welcomed by God and God's people, we respond by offering others a cordial and
generous welcome. We take sericusly our task to demonstrate what in fact we are, the bady of
Christ. We strive to manifest by the way we greet others the good news of God's forgiveness and

compassion for all people

This will be St. Paul's iradition of hospitality for our next thirty years. We will always make fime
to thank God for the relationship we share with one another, and for greeting one another in Christ's
name. God's acceptance of us will continue to empower us to welcome others, and then, to honestly

and simply allow others to see the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ that directs our life together. After
all, we are the welcome place.

Faithfully yaours,

Rev. Paul Lutz

61357



E"t p‘-:l H}"—-q i
LUTHERAN
CHURCH

1357



HISTORY OF ST. PAUL

On October 16, 1960, 38 families signed the charter of 5t. Paul Evangelical Lutheran
Church, and our church came into being at a special organizational service held that morming
in the Old Saybrook Theater. This culminated several years of missionary work by the Rev.
Paul Johnson, Seminarian Ken Johnson, and the Rev. Byron Swanson.

For two years the congregation rented the Masonic Temple for Sunday worship. Rotating
“set-up” crews arrived early to put up the altar and arrange chairs, and stayed after to move
everything out. All other meetings were necessarily held in homes. Members willingly opened
their houses to council meetings, choir rehearsals, LCW meetings, church suppers and Lenten
services. [t was a blessing to eventually build a church, but there was much to be said for
the closeness that existed when we were all regular visitors in each other's homes.

In the fall of 1961, Pastor Stephen B. Johnson became the first full time pastor of St.
Paul. He was with us for five years. It was during his ministry that the present church was
built in 1963 and the congregation doubled its membership. In 1966 Pastor Johnson left
to assume the chaplaincy of Upsala College.

In the summer of 1966, the Rev. Norman E. Sutterlin accepted our call. Pastor Sutterlin's
ministry was one of love, and in his care the parish flourished. We celebrated our tenth
anniversary as a vital, growing congregation, In September of 1973, the congregation was
stunned by the news that Pastor Sutterlin had suffered a heart attack. It was not God's will
that he should return to us. He suffered two more heart attacks and on March 7, 1974,
he died. The congregation mourned him deeply, and he will always be a living, loving
memory in our hearts.

In September, 1974, the Rev. Elwood O. Semmel became our pastor until his resignation
became effective at the end of 1977.

In September 1978, the Rev. Rolf L. Hedberg accepted our call and was installed that
December as the fourth pastor of St. Paul. Pastor Hedberg was with us for nine years during
which time he married and had two children. Mortgages were retired on both the church
and the parsonage, and once again dreams of a new church began surfacing.

In February of 1988 Pastor Hedberg left to accept a new call and the congregation
settled into a program of self-analysis to prepare us for calling a new pastor. Self-analysis
provided the congregation with a view of what we needed in a new pastor and what we,
as a congregation, needed to be. Pastor Paul E. Lutz was the candidate we decided would
best meet our needs and the call was issued and accepted.

In December of 1988, Pastor Paul Lutz became the fifth pastor of 5t. Paul. One year
into his ministry has proven the wisdom of our call. All systems are “go” and the congregation
is growing both in ministry and numbers, We have added sixteen new families for a total
of forty additional members. We are a caring community in the service of Christ, our Lord,
and we invite all to share with us in worship and service.
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ANDERSON, IRGRID AHDERSOM, WALTER BLABIUG, WILLIAM & SARDLA BREITIHE, ERMIST & AUTH

BRWH, TED & RUTH BRUZIE, B CLANE, THONBAS & CARDOL

CRULTER, JAGKIE OYS0N, RICHARD & NORMA ECELHOFER, AT & GLORIA

rmmsn.l-m;r & CARDL FOWLER, DONALD & BHYLLIS FUSIARL, ELOISE GERBER, CLIFFORD & ALME
1357 AURA



GLNEE, ROBERT & MELLIE FUDFREY, NEIL & KAHREMN TGRANDGE. DAY & RAARGAS
E¥IE. LEWNEA

GREGORY, RORMAN HESS, LILO

HESS, ROSE WFLAN, PHILLE® & RAREM; DAMIEL; ILSE, GEQORGE & KATHY WAMICE], DU/l & JILL
HEL GEOAGE

KOETISCH, MARTHA WAFERNER, DOMALD & TERAI
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LASKY, WILLIAM LIEBEGOTT, AUTH LUTENBER, CAML & LOIS

LUTE, PAUL & JANET MEGINNIS, HANCY MARSH, SKIP & LALRIE LAY, HARRY & BARBARA
DAYAMN, SONLA KYLE, JUSTIN, ADAM

METTENDONF, JOGEPH
& ELEANOR

ah

NOLL, GUY & MILDRED OETERS, DIAKE PARXER, SHIALEY RAMSDELL, ALICE
SHERRLYMME
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RALUEMBUHLER, KENRETH SHEMORSKY, MUFIEL BILVE, ELLEM SEMOMEMI, EARL & DORIS
& JOAM AEBECCA, DAMA, JASON
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TRHIK, ALUTH WAMESTER, ALIDE WLMESTER, WILLLAM
MICHALL. JENMEFER & HORAMA; TADD, SARAM

WSS, JOHN & KIM WEISS, LILLIAN WHHENMAYER, GISELA

WEISS,
MEGAN, TIMOTIY

WOXLAND, RICHARD TOURD, GRED & MARCILA
& WARY JANE; SUSHAN ROBEAT EMEULEMEESTER
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THOSE NOT AVAILABLE FOR PHOTOGRAPHY

DAESHY, WL WILLARD RNEALE, ALLEMN RHEALE, STEVE

TEICHMALNN, ThMEx, LiSA WONLAKD, LYMM
REYM FREDERCK

NEW MEMBERS

HAME PHOME ADDRESS
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