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Dear Foundation of HOPE Supporter:

The year 2015 was a game-changing 
year for Foundation of HOPE (HOPE). 
On the following pages, you’ll catch a 

glimpse of how HOPE has had an impact 
on so many lives since it was formed by 
Christian Associates of Southwest PA 
(CASP) in 2002. HOWEVER, 2015 was 
a pivotal year for Foundation of HOPE, 
because, as of January 1, 2015, HOPE and 
CASP officially became separate entities, 
HOPE taking on its own identity.

I started as HOPE’s first full-time executive director just 
weeks later, on Jan. 20. I continue to be amazed by the work 
staff and volunteers alike accomplish to improve the lives of 
Allegheny County Jail inmates and ex-offenders. Supporting 
inmates and ex-offenders throughout the day, 365 days a year, 
our staff and volunteers are the reason HOPE’s mission to 
“Empower incarcerated and released individuals to restore their 
relationship with their God, rebuild their lives, and reconcile 
to their communities” is as relevant as it was when CASP first 
created the program at the beginning of this millennium. 

Here’s to another stellar year for Foundation of HOPE, doing 
what we do best: helping to give people the opportunity to 
have a second chance at a successful life. 

All the best,

Susan Orr, MA
Executive Director

Executive Director, Susan Orr, MA
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The Mission of HOPE
The Foundation of HOPE is an interfaith non-profit with the mission to 
“Empower incarcerated and released individuals to restore their relationship 
with their God, rebuild their lives, and reconcile to their communities.”

The History of HOPE
The Foundation of HOPE grew out of Christian Associates of Southwest 
Pennsylvania’s (CASP) former chaplaincy program. CASP incubated, fostered, 
and nurtured the growth of HOPE. The two organizations continue to work 
closely with one another as partners in ministry.

The Foundation of HOPE offers inmates and ex-offenders the opportunity 
for a new life by offering three distinct elements of a continuum of care: 
Chaplaincy, Pre-Release, and Aftercare. We offer chaplaincy services in 
Allegheny County Jail and in Shuman Juvenile Detention Center. The Pre-
Release Program takes place in the Allegheny County Jail. Our Aftercare 
office on Pittsburgh’s North Side serves ex-offenders coming out of county, 
state, and federal institutions.

The goals of the program are accomplished through counseling, religious 
services, discipleship, practical resources and referrals, life skills education 
within and outside the jail, choice awareness training, and one-on-one 
mentoring. HOPE serves inmates regardless of their race, age, ethnic 
background, or faith tradition. The Chaplain’s Office cares for inmates of 
Protestant, Catholic, Jewish, and Muslim traditions, among others.

Since 2002, HOPE has been providing a continuum of care for inmates 
and ex-offenders in Allegheny County. The Foundation of HOPE became a 
registered 501(c)(3) in 2006.

HOPE currently offers its programs in Allegheny County, but expects to 
expand services to other areas over the next few years.
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Long-time volunteer Mary Harwick 
presenting co-honorary chairs Charlie 
and Tasha Batch with a plaque signed by 
HOPE participants

Emcee Jon Burnett shares a laugh with 
Chaplain Vernetta Byrd

Here’s a recipe for a successful 
fundraiser: Have the support of 
nearly 200 guests; numerous 
corporate sponsors; a well-known 
media sponsor; much-loved 
honorary co-chairs; a long-
time staple on local television 
as emcee; a stellar planning 
committee; and numerous in-kind 
donations. That said, Foundation 
of HOPE’s “Evening of HOPE” 
fundraiser could be considered 
quite the success. As a matter of 
fact, it turned out to be a record-
breaking event, raising nearly 
$40,000!

Taking place at the Rivers 
Club, the evening included 
presentations by three HOPE 
participants, and words of 
support from honorary co-chairs 
Charlie and Tasha Batch. 

Thanks to their support and the 
support of corporate sponsors: 
UPMC; Sears Home Services; 
Monteverde’s; Allegheny 
Plywood; First Lutheran Church; 
Good Looks Eyewear; InSight 
LASIK & Refractive Group; The 
Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh; 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary; 
Greway family; Adventure 
Development; Grace United 
Presbyterian Church; and media 
sponsor Pittsburgh Magazine.

Evening of HOPE
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Jeff G. 34, lives in 
Beechview. Addicted to 
heroin for more than a 
decade, he was in and 
out of jail so many times 
he lost count, mostly for 
retail theft to support his 
addiction. Today, Jeff is 
clean, and works his AA 
program to the fullest. 
He persevered in his job 
search and is employed 
in a good-paying sales 
job. He continues 
growing spiritually, and 
is committed to being a 
good father to his seven-
year-old daughter. Jeff 
contends that the HOPE 
Pre-Release and Aftercare 
programs put him on the 
right path.

“Staying clean is hard, 
but it has been possible 
for me with God’s help. 
I spent seven months 
on the HOPE Pod [and] 
saw that positive things 
can happen. Through 
HOPE, I saw that God is 
there for me. Please let 
everyone on the HOPE 
Pod know that if I can 
do it, anyone can.”

Fundraiser planning committee

Executive Director Susan Orr; General Minister to 
Pittsburgh Presbytery Sheldon Sorge; Episcopal 
Diocese of Pittsburgh The Right Rev. Dorsey, VIII 
Bishop; and CASP Executive Minister The Rev. 
Liddy Barlow

Voices of HOPE 
Our programs make a 
difference to hundreds of 
incarcerated and released 
men and women every 
year. Here, in their own 
voices, HOPE clients talk 
about the challenges and 
victories they face as they 
rebuild their lives.
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Collaboration with Chatham University
Foundation of HOPE’s Aftercare Program recently teamed up with Chatham 
University to offer VoiceCATCH (Voice Creation AT Chatham), a free writing 
program for ex-offenders and their supporters. Members of VoiceCATCH write 
from prompts, share work, and support each other’s writing. This program is free, 
informal, and open to the public.

Meetings take place at 10am on the 
second Saturday of each month at New 
Hope United Methodist Church on the 
North Side and all other Saturdays at 
the East Liberty Branch of the Carnegie 
Library of Pittsburgh.

Mother’s HOPE
Good Night, Moon… Dr. Seuss’s Green Eggs and Ham… Harry Potter… 

What mother doesn’t treasure the special bond she creates with her child 
while she reads them one of these beloved stories? Thanks to Mother’s HOPE, 
children can continue that cherished bonding time even when their mother, or 
grandmother, is incarcerated. With help from volunteers from the Foundation 
of HOPE Pre-Release Program and Shadyside Presbyterian Church, mothers 
use donated digital recorders to read age-appropriate books to their children. 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church then packages and mails the recorded CD and a 
copy of the book to each child. Over 45 women have recorded books to date. 

“The program keeps women connected to their children and creates a lifetime 
keepsake for them and their children,” explains Caitlin Werth, director, 
Foundation of HOPE Pre-Release Program.

Mentoring Program 
In 2015, 55 inmates were matched with mentors who maintain professional 
relationships with their mentees by visiting them in jail at least three times a 
month and maintaining the match for at least a year. Continuing education 
classes provide mentors with the tools necessary to maximize their effectiveness. 
Upon release, HOPE’s weekly support groups provide a forum for ex-offenders 
and their supporters to share resources, network, and address social, intellectual, 
vocational, spiritual, emotional, environmental, and physical needs.
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Michael G., 36, is a 
college graduate and 
Army veteran from 
Altoona, PA. Felony drug 
charges and a second 
DUI sent him to the 
Allegheny County Jail. 
He no longer has the 
desire to become a high 
school history teacher. 
Instead, his job, staying 
clean, reestablishing 
his former life and his 
relationship with his 
family, and keeping his 
freedom are paramount. 
Michael appreciates the 
honesty and support he 
received from the HOPE 
Pre-Release and Aftercare 
programs. He still visits 
HOPE’s Aftercare Center 
on the Northside where 
he uses the computer 
stations and gets support 
and “big-picture advice” 
from Aftercare director, 
Jody Raeford, a source of 
stability and optimism.

“In jail, you can sit 
and vegetate, or try to 
rehabilitate yourself 
in a program like the 
HOPE Pod. I never want 
to go back where I 
was, so I learned how 
to reach out for help. 
HOPE kept me on the 
right path.Trying to 
restore your life is 
daunting. You have to 
keep working and stay 
busy. Most of all, you 
can never give up.”

Chaplaincy:
Holy Thursday
More than 40 Allegheny County Jail inmates 
were able to attend Holy Thursday worship 
services with Bishop David Zubik on April 
2, 2015. The service included Bishop Zubik 
performing the ritual of washing, drying and 
kissing the feet of 12 inmates who volunteered 
to be a part of a tradition of service, just as 
Jesus did on Holy Thursday.
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Chaplaincy

20,400 	 attended Christian worship services 

3,527 	 attended Muslim services 

16,471 	 written inmate requests were answered 

2,292 	 care packages were delivered

7,442 	 attended Bible study groups 

205 		  attended Jehovah Witnesses Watchtower services 

490 	 	 attended Buddhist meditations 

4 		  attended Jewish Studies 

36 		  attended Native American circles 

5,081		 volunteer Chaplain visits 

895 		  reading glasses were distributed

Pre-Release Program
344 		  men were served

157 		  women were served

121 		  men graduated

26 		  women graduated

26% 		  the average increase in pre-test to post-test scores

38 		  women & their children served through Mother’s HOPE

HOPE at a glance...
Nearly 500 Chaplaincy, Pre-Release, and Aftercare 
volunteers gave 13,747 hours in 2015. 
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Nikiya D., 38, saw her life 
change dramatically after 
her arrest for disorderly 
conduct. She could no 
longer work as a mentor 
in an after school program 
for at-risk youth, and her 
dreams of going to nurs-
ing school vanished. Ni-
kiya struggled to support 
herself and her children, 
ages 11 and 7. Without a 
job, she couldn’t afford 
to pay the fine that would 
expunge her record. 
Though she was never 
jailed, having a record 
meant finding a new job 
became difficult at best. 
She turned to the Founda-
tion of HOPE Aftercare 
program. HOPE gave 
Nikiya a new perspective 
on her situation, and prac-
tical help in her job search. 
With HOPE, she says, her 
future doesn’t seem as 
bleak anymore.

“The HOPE Aftercare 
program has given me 
encouragement and 
a new outlook. I’ve 
taken full advantage 
of the personal 
counseling, help with 
my resume and job 
referrals. I believe God 
brings people in your 
path. I’m keeping an 
open mind—I know 
eventually I will find 
work and proceed with 
becoming a nurse.”

Aftercare
730 	 support group visits

227 	 served 

52 	 received transportation assistance 

110 	 received employment assistance 

145 	 utilized our computer stations 

55 	 matched with a mentor

Fundraising
$30,000 

raised from organizations via the 

annual Christmas Appeal and 

individual donations 

$40,000 

raised for the Evening of HOPE 

fundraiser and general donations

$125,000 

	 support from foundations 

9
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Foundation of HOPE Board and Staff

Board of Directors

BOARD Officers

Daniel W. Kunz, Esq., President
The Rev. Dr. Ronald Peters, Vice President
Carol Popp, Secretary
Chuck Green, CPA, Treasurer
Susan Orr, MA, Executive Director

Members

The Rev. Liddy Barlow (ex-officio)
Robert Bendig
Lynne Chadwick
Dr. Stanley Denton
Rikell Ford
Worth M. Helms
Jackie Keiner-Szwarc
The Rt. Rev. Dorsey McConnell
Hon. Patricia McCullough
Carol Popp

MEMBER EMERITUS

Rev. John Cochran

Susan Orr, MA, Executive Director
Foundation of HOPE
616 North Highland Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15206
Phone: 412-688-9070
sorr@foundationofhope.org

Chaplaincy Programs 

The Rev. Kimberly Greway, MDiv
Chief Operating Officer; Director 
of Chaplaincy Services
950 Second Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15219
Phone: 412-350-2057
kimberly.greway@alleghenycounty.us

Pre-Release Program

The Rev. Caitlin Werth, MDiv, 
Pre-Release Director
950 Second Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15219
Phone: 412-350-1322
caitlin.werth@alleghenycounty.us

Aftercare Program

Jody Raeford, MS, Aftercare Director
114 W. North Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15212
Phone: 412-321-3343
jraeford@foundationofhope.org

STAFF

Imam Dawud Abdul-Alim, Muslim Chaplain
The Rev. Dallas Brown, Protestant Chaplain
Marci Burkhart, Office Manager
Brittany Buttry-Watson, Aftercare Assistant Director
The Rev. Vernetta Byrd, Protestant Chaplain
Mark Carter, OFM Cap., Catholic Chaplain
Deacon Ross Dacal, Catholic Deacon
Jean Marie Farina, Catholic Coordinator
The Rev. Kimberly Greway, Director of Chaplaincy/COO
Dennis Klemash, OFM Cap., Catholic Chaplain
Frances Morrow, Pre-Release Administrative Assistant
The Rev. Floyd Palmer, Shuman Chaplain
Susan Orr, MA, Executive Director
Jody Raeford, MS, HOPE Aftercare Program Director
The Rev. Caitlin Werth, MDiv, Pre-Release Director
Meghan Wise, Pre-Release Service Coordinator
Deacon Timothy Zenchak, Catholic Deacon
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By the time Shaelyn N., 
of Washington, PA, was 27 
years old, she had been 
incarcerated for four years. 
Most young women her 
age were starting careers, 
getting married, planning 
families. Instead, Shaelyn 
was doing time for selling 
drugs. It took Shaelyn’s 
own courage and maturity, 
and help from her HOPE 
mentor to pull the young 
woman out of the mire 
of crime and punishment 
that nearly destroyed 
her. Shaelyn learned that 
the riches she thought 
she’d found in the illegal 
drug world were not 
worth the pain of having 
your freedom, and your 
baby, taken away. She 
also learned that having 
someone care about you 
in the worst of times can 
be life’s most priceless gift.

“HOPE has a really good 
program; my mentor 
is like a mother figure. 
I’ve learned to stay 
strong when there are 
struggles in life. And 
that you have to work 
hard for what you 
want. When God puts 
obstacles in your way, 
you need to be strong. 
I’ve been out for two 
years now, and I still 
stay in touch with my 
mentor. I have a good 
job [but] I hope to go to 
school one day.”

Foundation of HOPE wants to thanks board 
member John Tumolo, Esq. for dedicating more 
than six years to HOPE as its board president. 

Board member Daniel W. Kunz, Esq. was voted 
in as president in May. He has served on the 
board for six years. Kunz currently is practicing 
law at his private practice in Pittsburgh. He 
sits on numerous boards and committees 
throughout Western Pennsylvania. Kunz received 
his Bachelor of Science in Management from 
Saint Vincent College, his Masters of Business 
Administration at Duquesne University’s John F. 
Donahue Graduate School of Business and his 
Juris Doctor Degree from Duquesne University 
School of Law.

John A. Tumolo, Esq. Daniel W. Kunz, Esq.

A New HOPE Board 
President

11
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Expenses
Programs	 $	 512,062

Fundraising	 $	 39,321

Administrative	 $	 81,461

Revenue
Government Grants	 $	 479,925

Other Grants/Public Support	 $	 252,218

Special Events	 $	 27,618 

■  	Gov’t Grants	 $479,925 

■ 	Other Grants/
	 Public Support	 252,218 

■ 	Special Events	 27,618 

■  	Programs	 $512,062 

■ 	Fundraising	 39,321 

■ 	Administrative	 81,461 

2015 Financial Report

Full financials are available upon request.
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ORGANIZATIONS

Adventure Champion Partnership
All Saints Church, Ladies of Charity
Allegheny Center Alliance Church
Allegheny Plywood Co.
Association for the Ladies of Charity
Bellvue Knights of Columbus
Bull Creek United Presbyterian Church 

Women’s Association
CGH Garage Doors, Inc.
Church of the Redeemer, Evangelical Church
Classic Lines Bookstore, Dan Iddings
Covenant Church of Pittsburgh
DECA
Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh
First English Evangelical Lutheran Church
First Presbyterian Church, Presbyterian Women
Glenshaw Presbyterian
Good Looks Eyewear, Inc.
Grace Memorial Presbyterian Church
Holy Child Parish
Mary E. Miller Charitable Trust
Mt. Lebanon United Methodist Church 
	 Esther Circle

G.L. Akins
Elizabeth Albright
Theodore & Elva Andersen
Lee Ann Antol
Steven Armstrong
Elizabeth Barlow
Brian Bauknight
Sharon Beck
Mary Behr
Daniel Behrens
Paul Behrens
Ron Belski
Mark & Patricia Bibro
Cynthia & James Biery
Sandra & John Biles
Mary Birks
Tom Bluemling
Bob Bock
Mary Bockovich
David Boice
Marianne Bokan-Blair
Gloria Bostick-Ruffing
Keith Boyce
Mary Margaret Boyd
Myles Bradley
Marion Bragdon
Pamela Bram
Edgar Briseno
Gloria Brown
Robert Brown

Carrie Buckner
Jim Buhrman
Frances Burke
Marceleen Burke
Margaretta Campbell
John & Arlene Carroll
Brian Catanzaro
Lynne Chadwick
Jim Chester
Harlen & Roberta Clare
Vickie Coakley-Thornton
John Cochran
Virginia Cole
Robert Coleman
Norma Corbin
Cleon & Vera Jane Cornes
Arlene Cosnotti
Darla Cravotta
Chris Crytzer
Joann Cyganovich
Marion Damick
John & Marianne Davis
Mark DeAndrea
Kathleen DeSerio
Deborah Desjardins
Richard & Sara Dickey
Samuel & Judith Douglass
Bob Downs
Teresa Dungan
Philip & Barbara Ehrman

Foundation of HOPE Donors
Mt. Lebanon United Presbyterian Church
New Life Community Church of God
North Boroughs Rotary Club
Pittsburgh & Tarentum Campmeeting Assoc.
Pittsburgh Penguins, L.P.
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
Port Vue United Methodist Church
Scott & Christie & Associates
Sherwood Oaks Residents Association
Sisters of St. Joseph H-21
Sisters of St. Joseph H-55
SLM Investments
South Hills Assembly of God
Southminster Presbyterian Church
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
St. Sebastian Conference, Society of 

St. Vincent DePaul
Staunton Farm Foundation
The Birmingham Foundation
The Cottage Bridge Foundation
The Pittsburgh Foundation
Western Pennsylvania Conference of the 

United Methodist Church

Petra & Harry Emerick
Beth Exton
Lee Fahrney
Jean Marie Farina
Marion Feeney
R. G. Ferraro
Ken Flack
Sally Folan
Gene Fozard
Albert & Carolyn Freyvogel
L.L. Fuller
Robert & Mary Gast
Faith Geer
Marlena Geren
William Ghrist
Rae Gialanella
Bernice Gibson
Jay Gilmer
William Giuliani
Bethany Glassbrenner
Frederick & Joan Gohh
Chuck Green
Donald Green
Kimberly Greway
Tom & Barb Greway
Willa Grier
Ken Gryger
Helen Gumina
Carol Haley
Anne Handler

INDIVIDUAL DONORS
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Margaret Haring
Betsy & Scott Harkins
Ruth Hartman
Drew & Paula Harvey
Mary Harwick
Thomas & Ann Hathaway
Janice Hatherill
Joseph & Kathleen Haver
Pat Haywood
Joe & Joan Heckel
Walter Heintzleman
Joe Heiser
Worth & Janet Helms
Karen Hertzig
David & Elanie Hiles
Phil Himmler
Ron Hoellein
Anne Hoffman
John & Nancy Holmes
Mary Holzer
Bill Hower
Don Huber
Peggy Hufnagel
Kevin Hurt
Floretta Irvin
Jim Jackson
Erin Jenkins
Mary Josefoski
Thomas Joseph
Linda Juhascik
Kathryn Karns
Rosalie Kaseta, Sisters of 

St. Francis
David Keller
Kathleen Kennedy
Cindy Kibler, Sisters of the 

Holy Spirit
Bill Kind
Janet King
Rob King
Ulli & Theda Klemm
Jacqueline Kniedler
Joe Kresser
Marguerte Kropinak, Sisters 

of St. Joseph H-61
Daniel Kunz
Jill Kurtz
Kevin Lacek
Carol & Clement Lacher
Leo Latona
Bonnie Lawson
Michael Leherr
Brad Lena
Eileen Leopold
Marcia Lockhart
Marilyn Long
James & Nancy Lutz
Barbara Marshall
Jim & Mary Marshall

Joseph Matusz
Tom McCarthy
Pat McCullough
Richard McDonald
Helen McDonough
Heather McNaught
Daniel & Beth Merry
Joanne Milburn
Jack Miller
Joel Miller
Ronald & Mary Kay Miller
Nancy Morgan
Fran Morrow
Robert O’Gara
D. Lamar Oliver
Jack O’Malley
William & Eileen O’Neil
Doris Orr
James Orr
Susan Orr
Melanie Pampena
Meg Papa
John & Iris Parks
Gwen Patterson
Elizabeth Paul
Anthony & Anne Payling
Patricia Pelino
Kathryn Pepper
Carolyn Peternel
Ron Peters
Judi Phelps
Richard Pinkerton
Paul & Carol Popp
Billie Price
Carolyn Puricelli Boyd
Doris Putkovich
Charles Raeford, Jr
Kimberly Rhoton
Helen Rieger
Richard & Kimberly 

Roadarmel
Greg & Laurel Roberts
Wayne Roberts
Suzanne Robinson
Ellen Rodwick
Darren Rogers
Wes Rohrer
Bob & Mary Lou Rosborough
Jim Ruck
Carolyn Russ
Jon & Janice Rutter
Peter & Elizabeth Santore
Lorraine & Thomas Sarver
Victor Satter
Mary Scarfo
Donna Schaude
Sarah Schneider
Tracy Schubert
Bernadette Seibert

Sandra Shanahan
Mary Shepard
Darrell Shirey
Marion Silbert
Rod Siverts
Cynthia & Wayne Skelley
John Skirtich
Priscilla Smith
Roger Smith
John & Barbara Snyder
John & Catherine Sofis
Janet Soltis
Sheldon Sorge
Alan Spesak
Rob Spicher
John Standard
Laura & Andrew Stephany
Wayne Stidham
W. Lawrence Story
Karen Stuart
Kathy Surma
Dolores Susalla
Allyson Sweeney
Charles Sweeney
Chuck Sweeney
Kathleen Sweeney
Leo & Vida Sweeney
Mary Beth Sweeney
Bruce & Sondra Swenson
Joseph Szwarc
Jennifer Thoma
Susan Thomas
Debbie Thompson
Bruce & Barbara Tietz
John Tumolo
Ray Tyson
Priscilla Utzig
Alex Vagias
Dom Viletto
Jerry & Laura Vondas
Lee Walls
Marian Webster
William Wegener
Steven & Caitlin Werth
Timothy & Maria Wesley
Ryan Williams
Jacqueline & Craig Wilson
Keith Wilson
Nana Wilson
Carol & Timothy Wirth
Dee Dee Wise-Alston
Gretchen Woeste
James & Kathi Workman
Eugene Yackanich
Lynn Yeso
Jeaneen Zappa
Diane Zebrine
Elsa Zollars
Mary Beth Zollars
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In 2015, we introduced three forms of 
communication: the website, Facebook and 
“e-News,” HOPE’s quarterly e-newsletter.

HOPE’s website: 

	 www.foundationofhope.org 

Facebook: 

	 www.facebook.com/foundationofhopepgh/

HOPE’s “e-News” newsletter. 

	 If you’d like to be added to HOPE’s mailing list or 
email distribution list, please call 412-350-2057 or 
visit www.foundationofhope.org 

Foundation of HOPE: 
Staying Connected
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Foundation of HOPE

616 North Highland Ave.

Pittsburgh, PA 15206


