
	

 

                                                                      
WATG NOW ACCEPTING NOMINATIONS FOR “DESERVING DESIGNS” PROGRAM 

 The Honolulu design firm will donate its landscape architecture design services for a 
community benefit project 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
HONOLULU, HI – WATG announced today that it will donate its landscape architecture design 
services to bring a deserving community benefit project to life. The Honolulu-based design firm 
is currently accepting nominations for Deserving Designs, a new initiative in support of projects 
that make a lasting impact for the community and its residents.  
 
Non-profit organizations, schools/educational organizations, foundations or for-profit 
companies with an established community giving program can nominate a project for 
consideration. Projects must be on Oahu and focus on landscape architecture services to create 
or significantly enhance an exterior space that will provide a meaningful community benefit. 
One project will be selected for implementation in 2020. In addition to providing pro bono 
design services and a volunteer labor corps, WATG Honolulu will donate up to $20,000 for 
materials, tools and associated installation costs. Interested organizations may contact WATG 
at honolulu@watg.com for further information, or download the program details and an 
application form here: http://bit.ly/WATGDD. The submission deadline is January 27, 2020. 
WATG Honolulu will select an award recipient in February and design work will begin in the 
spring. 
 
“Next year is our 75th anniversary and we chose to celebrate this milestone by giving back to 
this place that has inspired and shaped us,” noted Robert Payan, Senior Vice President of WATG 
Honolulu. “Through Deserving Designs, we look forward to helping a community organization 
make a meaningful difference in the lives of the individuals they serve.”  
 
WATG was founded in 1945 in Honolulu by Pete Wimberly and has continually operated in the 
islands for 74 years while pioneering its practice globally to now include offices in California, 
New York, London, Singapore, Dubai and Shanghai. Most recently, WATG delivered 
architectural design for the Residence Inn Maui Wailea and landscape architecture design for 
Hale Koa Hotel. 
 



	

A key focus of Deserving Designs is sustainability, which draws heavily on WATG’s origins and 
founding principles that speak to creating destinations and spaces for people; using resilient 
techniques and materials; protecting and preserving the environment; and offering innovative, 
timeless design solutions.  
 
First implemented in 2018 as Charity Champions and rebranded locally as Deserving Designs, 
the firm-wide effort emerged as a response by the Board of WATG to aid in the aftermath of 
various natural disasters and humanitarian crises. The program’s goal is to give back to the 
many destinations that WATG has helped pioneer over its 75-year history.  As both a regional 
and international campaign, each WATG office selects a project within their region and the firm 
provides corporate financial support to augment the “boots on the ground” work done by 
WATG employees to benefit a deserving organization, destination or community.  
 

-END- 
 
About WATG 
WATG is one of the world's leading integrated design firms with 74 years of history continually 
operating as an independent firm. In 2018, WATG and Wimberly Interiors designed over 260 
projects in 50 countries on six continents on behalf of distinguished brands such as Bellagio, 
EDITION, St Regis, Hard Rock, Nobu, Six Senses, Four Seasons, Fairmont, Ritz-Carlton, Viceroy, 
Belmond, Rosewood and Hyatt. In addition, the firm designed numerous mixed-use and urban 
projects on behalf of institutional and development partners in Dubai, China, Saudi Arabia, 
Vietnam and Indonesia.   
 
Since the firm’s inception in Hawaii in 1945, WATG has grown to offer integrated design 
services comprising strategy, planning, architecture, landscape, and interiors for urban, tourism 
and resort destinations. WATG and Wimberly Interiors have offices in Honolulu, Irvine, Beverly 
Hills, New York, London, Dubai, Singapore and Shanghai and are best known for creating 
internationally acclaimed destinations in more than 170 countries across six continents. 
WATG's projects are renowned not only for their design and sense of place but also for their 
bottom-line success. 
 
For more information, please contact:  
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