Ethics of Passover Ethical Issue #1:

Pharaoh's Fear of the Israelites

Rabbi Deena Gottlieb

Exodus 1:6-14

(6) Joseph died, and all his brothers,
and all that generation. (7) But the
[sraelites were fertile and prolific;
they multiplied and increased very
greatly, so that the land was filled
with them. (8) A new king arose
over Egypt who did not know
Joseph. (9) And he said to his people,
“Look, the Israelite people are much
too numerous for us. (10) Let us
scheme against them, so that they
may not increase; otherwise in the
event of war they may join our
enemies in fighting against us and
rise from the ground.” (11) So they
set taskmasters over them to oppress
them with forced labor; and they
built garrison cities for Pharaoh:
Pithom and Raamses. (12) But the

more they were oppressed, the more
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they increased and spread out, so that 137 12 TnN 12y7 HW&;W (:’)

the [Egyptians] came to dread the
Israelites. (13) The Egyptians
ruthlessly imposed upon the

Israelites (14) the various labors that

2122197 18PN 797 12)
027%7 172571 () ORI
(7°) 177932 PR *127NN


https://www.sefaria.org/profile/deena-gottlieb
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.1.6-14
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.1.6-14

they made them perform. Ruthlessly
they made life bitter for them with
harsh labor at mortar and bricks and
with all sorts of tasks in the field.

Questions:
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1) Pharaoh was scared that the \sraelites were becom\nﬁ too

Power&”ul. what was his first step to reduce their Power?

2) were the \sraelites realltj a threat to the E\%Pﬂans? was his fear

"‘real' or made u‘:ﬂ. why would Pharach make ue a fear like hig?

Ramban on Exodus 1:10

(1) "Let us scheme against them"
Pharaoh and his advisers did not
decide to smite them with the sword,
because that would be a great
betrayal, to smite a nation that has
come to the land on the command of
a previous Pharaoh. Even the
common people wouldn't give
consent to the Pharaoh to do such a
crime...and additionally the nation of

Israel was numerous and mighty and
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Questions:

1) How did Ramban ¢a Medieval Jewish Scholar) understand Pharach's
s’rrane\% n o\eal‘\nﬂ with the \sraelites?

2 Do You think Pharaoh's decision to treat the \sraelites harshl\j, but not
Too harshltj, in the beﬁ’mn\nﬁ made it easier to enslave them later on!

3) How did he Sef the rest of the E\%Pﬂans on board with his Plar\?

4) what could the Eﬁ\jpﬂar\ people have done to stand up for the
\sraelites?



Ethics of Passover Ethical Issue #2:

Shiphra and Pua save the Israelite Babies

Exodus 1:15-21

(15) The king of Egypt spoke to the
Hebrew midwives, one of whom was
named Shiphrah and the other Puah,
(16) saying, “When you deliver the
Hebrew women, look at the
birthstool: if it is a boy, kill him; if it
is a girl, let her live.” (17) The
midwives, fearing God, did not do as
the king of Egypt had told them; they
let the boys live. (18) So the king of
Egypt summoned the midwives and
said to them, “Why have you done
this thing, letting the boys live?” (19)
The midwives said to Pharaoh,
“Because the Hebrew women are not
like the Egyptian women: they are
vigorous. Before the midwife can
come to them, they have given
birth.” (20) And God dealt well with
the midwives; and the people
multiplied and increased greatly. (21)
And because the midwives feared
God, God was kind to them.
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Questions

1) whtj did Sh‘\(ohra and Pua save the \sraelite babies?

D \s there some’rh"m besides the 'Fear of God' that makes us do
3000\ ’rh'\nﬁsz. wh3 or whﬁ not?

3) what excuse do Sh‘\(ahra and Pua ﬁ’we to Pharaoh for whfj ’rhe&
couldn't kil the babies? Do You think their white lie is a Sooo\ idea in
this case?

Y) Shlphra and Pua were rewarded btj God for o\o'\nﬁ the r'\ﬁth ’rh‘\nﬁ.
Should we Always expect a reward when we do Some’rh\nﬁ 3000\2. b‘)hfj
or why not?

5) what would You have done i You were 0 Sh'\Phra and Pua's

\oos\’r\on?.



Ethics of Passover Ethical Issue #3:

Pharaoh’s Daughter Saves Moses from the
Nile

Exodus 2:1-10

(1) A certain man of the house of
Levi went and married a Levite
woman. (2) The woman conceived
and bore a son; and when she saw
how beautiful he was, she hid him
for three months. (3) When she
could hide him no longer, she got a
wicker basket for him and caulked it
with bitumen and pitch. She put the
child into it and placed it among the
reeds by the bank of the Nile. (4)
And his sister stationed herself at a
distance, to learn what would befall
him. (5) The daughter of Pharaoh
came down to bathe in the Nile,
while her maidens walked along the
Nile. She spied the basket among the
reeds and sent her slave girl to fetch
it. (6) When she opened it, she saw
that it was a child, a boy crying. She
took pity on it and said, “This must
be a Hebrew child.” (7) Then his

sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter,

N2 PR
P21 72 A0 WK 727 (X)

TWRT 7M1 (2) 127N2TNY
377 21072 50K RP1 12 79
(3) [0 "YW ImI9xm
39-mpm §100x7 7Y 77200789
NI AN 7RI XR3 NI
92 A1 T2507NR 12 oM
2xnm (7) W3 N2y
Ay AYT7 PTR INNY
Y77 AvI2Tn2 Tm (7) 137
79y N7 3NN WROTOY
702 120NN X1 X7
JTRM AR MW 7107
T2°07NR RN TA9M (V)
12Y M 133 W3

(7) 1L DOV 79 MR
JYI9TN2TORINNR NRM
NRIR YR 77 "NRJRY ToRT
TR0 T2 PO TNWT


https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.2.1-10
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.2.1-10

“Shall I go and get you a Hebrew
nurse to suckle the child for you?” (8)
And Pharaoh’s daughter answered,
“Yes.” So the girl went and called the
child’s mother. (9) And Pharaoh’s
daughter said to her, “Take this child
and nurse it for me, and I will pay
your wages.” So the woman took the
child and nursed it. (10) When the
child grew up, she brought him to
Pharaoh’s daughter, who made him
her son. She named him Moses,
explaining, “I drew him out of the

water.”

Questions:
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1) How does Pharaoh's o\auﬁther know that this is a Hebrew child?

2) whtj does she save him ar\\jwasz.

3) It must have taken a lot of courage to save Moses. After al, her

Lather was the one who said to kil the \sraelite/Hebrew children, How

right she have Lound the courage to take this action?

4) what would You have done i€ You were in her (oos\ﬂon?



Talmud: Sotah 12b:8

The next verse states: “And she
opened it and saw it [vatirehu],

even the child” (Exodus 2:6). The

Talmud comments: The verse states:

“And she saw it”; but the verse

should have simply stated: And
she saw. Rabbi Yosei, son of

Rabbi Hanina, says: In addition to
Moses, she saw the Divine
Presence with him. This is

indicated by the usage of “saw it.”

Questions:
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1) This source {rom the Talmud tells us that Pharaoh's o\auﬁh‘rer not

only saw Moses in the basket, but she also saw the Divine Presence

with him. \s this wh\:) she saved him?

2) Do You think she would have saved an oro\‘\r\arﬁ chid Ceven i she

didnt see the presence of God with iH)?

Sforno on Exodus 2:6

(1) nnony, she then saw that this was

an exceptionally beautiful baby.
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Questions:

1) Sforno, the Medieval Jewish scholar, said that the baby in the
basket was very beauticul, Do You think this is whxj she saved him?

2) what do You think. would have ha(a(oeneo\ i€ the bab§j were not so
be auti€ul?



Ethics of Passover
Ethical Issue #4: Moses Kills the Egyptian

Taskmaster

Exodus 2:11-15

(11) Some time after that, when
Moses had grown up, he went out to
his kinsfolk and witnessed their
labors. He saw an Egyptian beating a
Hebrew, one of his kinsmen. (12) He
turned this way and that and, seeing
no one about, he struck down the
Egyptian and hid him in the sand.
(13) When he went out the next day,
he found two Hebrews fighting; so
he said to the offender, “Why do you
strike your fellow?” (14) He retorted,
“Who made you chief and ruler over
us? Do you mean to kill me as you
killed the Egyptian?” Moses was
frightened, and thought: Then the
matter is known! (15) When
Pharaoh learned of the matter, he
sought to kill Moses; but Moses fled
from Pharaoh. He arrived in the land
of Midian, and sat down beside a

well.
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Questions:

1) whﬁ did Moses commit such a quick and rash action?

2) Did Moses make the right choice by kiling the taskmaster?

3) what could Moses have done o\‘\@erenﬂg in this situation?

4¥) what would You have done had You been in Moses' (oos'\ﬂonz.

Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer 48:9

Moses went into the camp of Israel,
and saw one of the taskmasters of
Pharaoh smiting one of the sons of
Kohath, the Levites, for they were
his brethren, as it is said, "And he
saw an Egyptian smiting an Hebrew,

one of his brethren" (ibid.). He began
to rebuke him with the sword of
his lips, and afterwards he slew
him, and buried him in the midst

of the camp...

Question:
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1) wh\j does the author of this Midrash ¢ commenJrarﬁ on the Torah)

want to believe that Moses sPoke/useo\ his words with the E\%\oﬂans

before he used violence?
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Ethics of Passover: Ethical Issue #5:

God brings the Plagues upon all the

Egyptians

Exodus 3:18-20

(18) They will listen to you; then you
shall go with the elders of Israel to
the king of Egypt and you shall say to
him, ‘Adonai, the God of the
Hebrews, appeared to us. Now
therefore, let us go a distance of
three days into the wilderness to
sacrifice to Adonai our God.’ (19) Yet
I know that the king of Egypt will let
you go only because of a greater
might. (20) So I will stretch out My
hand and smite Egypt with various
wonders [plagues] which I will work

upon them; after that he shall let you
go.
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Sforno on Exodus 3:20

(1) *nIXH91 922 0°%7 NX °n°OmM, The
plagues will make everyone who
experiences them sit up and take
notice. Many of those who will hear
about the plagues perhaps repent and
abandon idolatry.
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