
 5th Sunday after Epiphany| February 8th, 2026 
Readings: Psalm 2:1-3, 10-12, Matthew 5:13-24, 43-48 

 
First Reading              Psalm 2:1-3, 10-12 

 1 Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain? 2 The kings of 
the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the 

Lord and his anointed, saying, 3 “Let us burst their bonds apart and cast their 
cords from us.” 

10 Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth. 11 Serve 

the Lord with fear; with trembling 12 kiss his feet, or he will be angry, and 
you will perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. Happy are all 
who take refuge in him. 
 
Gospel              Matthew 5:13-24, 43-48  

 13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how can its 
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything but is thrown out and 
trampled under foot. 

  14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be 

hid. 15 People do not light a lamp and put it under the bushel basket; rather, 

they put it on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the 
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

  17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I 

have come not to abolish but to fulfill. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and 
earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the 

law until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of 
these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in 
the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be 

called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your 
righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter 
the kingdom of heaven. 

  21 “You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not 

murder,’ and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.’ 22 But I say to 
you that if you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to 
judgment, and if you insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the 

council, and if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable to the hell of fire. 23 So 
when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your 

brother or sister has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the 



altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and 
offer your gift.  
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate 

your enemy.’44 But I say to you: Love your enemies and pray for those who 

persecute you, 45 so that you may be children of your Father in heaven, for he 
makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good and sends rain on the 

righteous and on the unrighteous. 46 For if you love those who love you, what 

reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if 
you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than 

others? Do not even the gentiles do the same? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect.   


