
Spring is in the air?  

 

There’s no way to put this without a heavy sigh. Business how we know it just isn’t the same. 

The events and expectations of gatherings have been halted and put into question for the near 

future. REALTORS® will not be storming Washington D.C. this month for the annual NAR 

Legislative Meetings. Instead, REALTORS® will gather online in a virtual world none of us 

thought possible.  

 

2020 had expectations leading into it. Expectations that as an association we could educate 

members about our history, and continue to unite on ethics and professional standards so that 

all members will have the opportunity to be successful in their business. Though the world has 

changed, our expectations have not. With the Covid-19 pandemic, our strength is being tested, 

but we are also reminded of the value of family, friends, and our mobility.  

 

There are many great stories of REALTORS® taking this time to help out in their communities 

and show appreciation to our first responders and front-line workers. In April, GMAR formed a 

Community Outreach Task Force led by board directors Amy Curler and Kim Curtis. They put 

together a diverse group to lead our community efforts as we pivot priorities to those 

impacted and provide members with opportunities to get involved. Thank you, Amy and Kim, 

for all you do to help our members. GMAR’s chairwoman-elect, Courtney Stefaniak, has been 

working with our PR firm to inform the public that real estate is open, and providing positive 

tips and information to local news outlets. The GMAR staff has been working to support and 

answer members’ questions. They acted quickly to start working remotely without missing a 

beat. They have a good pulse on daily events and will continue to update the directors and 

members as things change, and we open back up. In this time I am even more thankful for all 

of them and what they do to help all of us. 

 

It’s no surprise sales were down in April as social distancing orders went into effect. It was one 

of the largest, fastest declines in history. When talking to GMAR members a majority spent 

their time following up with their data base, CE courses and a lot of Zoom and/or Face Book 

Live meetings. Regardless of how you practice your business or how much, everyone is 

learning a new way of doing business. We realized how connected we are and how important 

relationships are in this industry. This month I am more confident that the market will 

rebound. The question is not if, but when the market goes back up. We have not seen a 

decline in home values which means the demand is there and there will be more listings 

hitting the market. How the consumer spends and how much they are comfortable spending 



post Covid-19 is debatable. For now, GMAR will continue to monitor national, state, and local 

trends. As in most downturns, we can expect an increase in new members as people look for a 

career outside the industry they were laid off from. Speaking of membership, now is a great 

time to complete CE! 

 

As we prepare to fully reopen real estate, we have to accept it will not happen overnight. 

Businesses will struggle at first, as fear may hinder customers right away. Will the Bucks and 

Brewers ever start up again? As REALTORS® we can continue helping local businesses by 

promoting them to our spheres, purchasing gift cards and carryout. Continue to evolve your 

business and adapt to buyers’ and sellers’ needs. We have to make them feel comfortable and 

that we have their best interests in mind. Remind them REALTORS® are doing the best we can 

to practice social distancing while helping them buy or sell. Everyone needs housing and it’s in 

our DNA to change housing as life circumstances change, like having a child or becoming an 

empty nester. Continue to provide factual information to your sphere and our value as 

REALTORS® will not dwindle. We will get stronger and more appreciated for the services we 

provide. Stay positive, stay driven and hungry for knowledge.  

  

Lastly, in the month of May we celebrate the Mothers in our life. This Mother’s Day I hope all 

you REALTOR® Moms can enjoy your day. You give to your clients, your companies, and 

communities. And you do all of this while still being heavily involved with children’s activities 

caring for older parents, etc. Thank you for everything you do and have a wonderful Mother's 

Day REALTORS®! 

 

 


