
GMAR Updated Advertising Policy and the “One Click Rule” 

 

 When advertising real estate listings and services on social media, there must be consideration to 

Wisconsin State Law and the Realtors Code of Ethics. 

License Law Disclosure Requirements (Including Social Media)  

452.136  Advertising by licensees. 

(1)  FALSE ADVERTISING. A licensee may not advertise in a manner that is false, deceptive, or 

misleading. 

(2) DISCLOSURE OF NAME. 

(a) Except for advertisements for the rental of real estate owned by the licensee, a licensee 

shall in all advertising disclose the firm's name exactly as printed on the license of the 

licensed individual broker or licensed broker business entity or disclose a trade name 

previously filed by the firm with the department and shall in either case clearly indicate that 

the firm is a business enterprise and not a private party. 

(b) Except for advertisements for the rental of real estate owned by the licensee, a licensee 

associated with a firm shall advertise under the supervision of and in the name of the firm. 

The firm's name as used in advertising shall be clear and conspicuous. This paragraph does 

not apply to a licensee engaged in independent practice as provided in s. 452.30 (6). 

(c) Notwithstanding pars. (a) and (b), a licensee may advertise the occasional sale of real 

estate owned by the licensee or may engage in the occasional solicitation of real estate for 

purchase by the licensee without complying with pars. (a) and (b), provided that the licensee 

clearly identifies himself, herself, or itself as a real estate licensee in the advertisement. 

 Under Wisconsin real estate license law, all advertising of real property for sale, rent, or 

exchange in Wisconsin must contain the name of the real estate brokerage. 

This includes all social media posts, or any other posts or ads on social media.  

While the National Association of REALTORS® Code of Ethics Standard of Practice 12-

5 provides that brokerage disclosure has a “one click away” safe harbor provision for digital 

advertising, that “one click away” may not satisfy Wisconsin law. 

This means all posts advertising real property for sale or rent in Wisconsin by a real estate licensee -- 

whether it’s a post on your personal page, in a Facebook group, or on your Facebook business page -- 

must identify your real estate brokerage on the post itself. 

 

To comply with the Code of Ethics, advertisements must include: 

• Your firm's name, in a reasonable and readily apparent manner. (SOP 12-5).  

• Your status as a real estate professional. 

• On websites, the state where you hold a real estate license in a reasonable and readily 

apparent manner. (SOP 12-9).  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Fdocs.legis.wisconsin.gov*2Fdocument*2Fstatutes*2F452.30(6)&data=04*7C01*7Ckerdman*40firstweber.com*7C9423f9e980c3459bbc0608d875354247*7Ccc5f60f604914d53a27572723f5e4fd5*7C0*7C0*7C637388219199547843*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C1000&sdata=kfFCJ5zoCMSdGHafND*2FpPbwuXRZQXzoNCKNvPeXU6FE*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSU!!CHCva4lQ!QtAebB21nxy7-UmYQ1NrAu-EGzsNDCvp-et0P1jrvGGO8x_CT4Gd_7xRIv1OA9t1wSo6$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Fdocs.legis.wisconsin.gov*2Fdocument*2Fstatutes*2F452.136(2)(a)&data=04*7C01*7Ckerdman*40firstweber.com*7C9423f9e980c3459bbc0608d875354247*7Ccc5f60f604914d53a27572723f5e4fd5*7C0*7C0*7C637388219199547843*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C1000&sdata=h15oS*2F041vLlvGop96lsprA1a1NR5xQknbWQMq0T768*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSU!!CHCva4lQ!QtAebB21nxy7-UmYQ1NrAu-EGzsNDCvp-et0P1jrvGGO8x_CT4Gd_7xRIv1OA9NOIOfs$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Fdocs.legis.wisconsin.gov*2Fdocument*2Fstatutes*2F452.136(2)(b)&data=04*7C01*7Ckerdman*40firstweber.com*7C9423f9e980c3459bbc0608d875354247*7Ccc5f60f604914d53a27572723f5e4fd5*7C0*7C0*7C637388219199557834*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C1000&sdata=LMaWMezQqp0rWtc0Dp5GXc6hijdCLt0IbDhvVkb8JpI*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJQ!!CHCva4lQ!QtAebB21nxy7-UmYQ1NrAu-EGzsNDCvp-et0P1jrvGGO8x_CT4Gd_7xRIv1OAyzoZqlU$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Fdocs.legis.wisconsin.gov*2Fdocument*2Fstatutes*2F452.136(2)(a)&data=04*7C01*7Ckerdman*40firstweber.com*7C9423f9e980c3459bbc0608d875354247*7Ccc5f60f604914d53a27572723f5e4fd5*7C0*7C0*7C637388219199557834*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C1000&sdata=fr*2Bs*2F5TkxCEgOmhX*2BqwFI6A0rQ2Y6Hbl1564oH*2FtD8g*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSU!!CHCva4lQ!QtAebB21nxy7-UmYQ1NrAu-EGzsNDCvp-et0P1jrvGGO8x_CT4Gd_7xRIv1OA62-M2Yq$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Fdocs.legis.wisconsin.gov*2Fdocument*2Fstatutes*2F452.136(2)(b)&data=04*7C01*7Ckerdman*40firstweber.com*7C9423f9e980c3459bbc0608d875354247*7Ccc5f60f604914d53a27572723f5e4fd5*7C0*7C0*7C637388219199567828*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C1000&sdata=Jzo*2FOgw2rHnW7JMnSmXuq9p7hIg4E6p8GR6FzVMRXYw*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSU!!CHCva4lQ!QtAebB21nxy7-UmYQ1NrAu-EGzsNDCvp-et0P1jrvGGO8x_CT4Gd_7xRIv1OA3LwCGaE$
https://www.nar.realtor/about-nar/governing-documents/code-of-ethics/2019-code-of-ethics-standards-of-practice#DutiestothePublic
https://www.nar.realtor/about-nar/governing-documents/code-of-ethics/2019-code-of-ethics-standards-of-practice#DutiestothePublic


• On websites, these disclosures may be made available via a link to a website that displays 

the required information. (SOP 12-5).  

 Article 12 of the Code of Ethics Code of Ethics 

REALTORS® shall be honest and truthful in their real estate communications and shall 

present a true picture in their advertising, marketing, and other representations. 

REALTORS® shall ensure that their status as real estate professionals is readily apparent in 

their advertising, marketing, and other representations, and that the recipients of all real 

estate communications are, or have been, notified that those communications are from a real 

estate professional. 

Standard of Practice 12-5 

Realtors® shall not advertise nor permit any person employed by or affiliated with 

them to advertise real estate services or listed property in any medium (e.g., 

electronically, print, radio, television, etc.) without disclosing the name of that 

Realtor’s firm in a reasonable and readily apparent manner either in the 

advertisement or in electronic advertising via a link to a display with all required 

disclosures. (Adopted 11/86, Amended 1/16) 

Standard of Practice 12-9 

REALTOR® firm websites shall disclose the firm’s name and state(s) of licensure 

in a reasonable and readily apparent manner. 

Websites of REALTORS® and non-member licensees affiliated with a 

REALTOR® firm shall disclose the firm’s name and that REALTOR®’s or non-

member licensee’s state(s) of licensure in a reasonable and readily apparent 

manner. (Adopted 1/07) 

In summary 

The Code of Ethics, via Standard of Practice 12-5 allows for you to include your required 

disclosures after one click. This is how the GMAR will review advertising in the future to 

determine if a citation is warranted. However, the once click rule will likely not satisfy required 

disclosure requirements under state law.     

 


