
I t was just over a year ago that members of the Racial Justice Team 

and the Caring and Belonging Coordinating Team realized they 

shared a common vision and joined to form the Radical Welcoming 

Team. The name is based on the book Radical Welcome by Rev. Stepha-

nie Spellers, which we learned about from Rev. Andrée Mol. The 

team hit the ground running, working to educate the congregation 

about the proposed 8th Principle, which FUUSB voted overwhelm-

ingly to adopt in June of 2022. And in those early months, members 

of the Radical Welcoming Team joined others in forming the Meeting 

House Grounds group, focusing on working with and supporting our 

FUUSB staff in dealing compassionately with the challenges of un-

housed individuals and substance abuse on our doorstep. By now 

everyone has probably heard about the Sunday Morning Breakfasts 

organized by the Meeting House Grounds group to feed hungry peo-

ple in the wider community while building connections. Thank you 

to everyone who contributes to making that effort successful week 

after week!  

Those are some of the obvious activities of Radical Welcoming. You 

might wonder what else is going on in a team with such a large, 

broad mission. In the fall, the Racial Justice and Radical Welcoming 

teams held a joint retreat to discuss vision and goals and agree which 

team would take the lead on each goal. While one team might take 

the lead, team members move freely between the teams, focused 
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more on the work and less on who is on what 

team.  

One of the goals set at that retreat was to identi-

fy and address entrenched systemic racism 

within our Society. We are currently reviewing 

a number of different systemic racism self-

assessment tools used by other UU congrega-

tions. This goal is also supported by another of 

our goals: to run Widening the Circle/Radical 

Welcome study groups for 20 or more people. 

We have organized two 10-person groups - one 

under way and another starting in early spring 

- reading and discussing Widening the Circle, the 

report of the UUA Commission on Institutional 

Change. In addition to the good learning the 

report provides about systemic racism within 

Unitarian Universalism, this report also offers 

specific guidance for congregations looking to 

identify and dismantle racism in their own sys-

tems.  

We have also started a Radical Welcoming 

Chalice Circle, open to all. The Circle meets on 

Zoom on the second and fourth Thursday of 

every month and explores the idea of radical 

welcoming. All are welcome!  

If you ever find yourself wondering what’s go-

ing on in Radical Welcoming, we’d love to hear 

from you. You can reach us anytime at  

radicalwelcoming@uusociety.org, but don’t be 

surprised if we invite you to join us. We’re all 

about welcoming, after all. 
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Radical Welcoming  

Contact FUUSB! 
First UU Society of Burlington 

152 Pearl Street 
Burlington, VT 05401 

(802) 862-5630 

uusociety.org/information/staff 

FUUSB YouTube 

Bernie Carver and Sal Millichamp serving soup at the Sunday Morning 

Breakfast on January 29, 2023. Image: Sarah Russell 

mailto:radicalwelcoming@uusociety.org
https://uusociety.org/information/staff/
https://www.youtube.com/@uusocietyburlington
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As we write this article, we, the Ministerial 

Search Team, are deliberating over ministerial 

records to determine which candidates to inter-

view in the coming weeks! There are some real-

ly talented ministers within our Unitarian Uni-

versalist (UU) denomination. We feel fortunate 

to have many ministers interested in our con-

gregation. 

Not only are we learning about the ministers, 

we are also learning their vocabulary and pro-

cess about the preparation that candidates have 

gone through to become ministers. This is a 

process that is thorough, long and requires 

many steps.   

We thought it would be good to share with you 

the highlights of the steps to become a minister 

within our denomination. Here is the list of re-

quirements needed before a review by a cre-

dentialing group: 

*Have a Master of Divinity degree or its 

equivalent. 

*Two years active involvement with a 

UU congregation. 

*Sponsorship by a UU congregation. 

*Clinical Pastoral Education - doing min-

isterial work under supervision, typical-

ly at a hospital, for a minimum of 400 

hours.  

*Complete required readings in seven 

areas of competence: Worship and Rites 

of Passage, Pastoral Care and Presence, 

Spiritual Development for Self and Oth-

ers, Social Justice in the Public Square, 

Administration, Serving the Larger Uni-

tarian Universalist Faith, Lead the Faith 

into the Future. 

*An internship. 

The Making of a Minister 

By Peggy Owen Sands *Complete a two-day career assessment 

program. 

*Demonstrate strong motivation for UU 

ministry. 

*Demonstrate a balanced and healthy 

personality. 

*A background check. 

AND, ministerial candidates must know about 

UU history and Unitarian Universalist Associa-

tion (UUA) bylaws.    

Next, the Credentialing body - the Ministerial 

Fellowship Committee - meets with each candi-

date to decide whether each person is ready to 

start Preliminary Fellowship. In Preliminary 

Fellowship, the minister spends at least three 

years doing ministry in one or more congrega-

tions while having annual reviews of status, 

learning and progress by the Ministerial Fel-

lowship Committee. The last step is being 

called by a congregation as a settled minister. 

WHEW! 

It is nice to know that the UUA works diligent-

ly to ensure that ministers are ready mentally, 

educationally and spiritually to take up their 

roles of ministers. It gives comfort to our minis-

terial search team and we hope it gives you 

comfort, too. 

Ministerial Search Team: (top row, left-right) Brian Haas,  
Rose Ledoux (on screen), Darcey Laine (UUA trainer,  

on screen), Peggy Owen Sands; (bottom row, L-R)  
Tom Hyde, Tom Porter, Nancy Hellen, Amelia Schlossberg      
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General Assembly (GA) is the annual gathering 

of Unitarian Universalists, where we conduct 

business of the Association, explore the theolog-

ical underpinnings of our faith, and lean fully 

into our mission and principles. Please join us 

Wednesday, June 21 through Sunday, June 25, 

2023 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and/or online 

for this 5-day immersive experience where we 

participate in inspirational worship services and 

informative workshops, reconvene with friends 

and colleagues, and explore our bustling exhibit 

hall. GA is an unforgettable experience for the 

thousands of UUs who attend. Meet us online or 

in Pittsburgh and you’ll leave with renewed en-

ergy and innovative ideas to share with your 

congregation and community-at-large! Each 

year many members of our FUUSB congregation 

attend GA. It’s been a while since we attended 

in person, but I know several of us who plan to 

attend in person this year. Rev. Tricia will be re-

tiring, and so will be part of the beautiful Ser-

vice of the Living Tradition; wouldn’t you love 

to be there to cheer her into retirement?   

Registration and Housing 

Registration is available at UUA.org/GA. Regis-

ter before March 1 for the lowest rate. Rates will 

increase on March 1 and again on May 15. 

There are those who may find it more managea-

ble to spread out their GA registration fee in 

smaller, periodic installments rather than one 

lump sum. When you register you many now 

choose to pay with a payment plan option to 

spread out your payments over several months, 

with as little as $50 down. 

The UUA GA Housing Reservation System 

offers attendees premium amenities, discounted 

rates, and the best networking opportunities. 

Booking in the hotel block assists the UUA in 

effectively controlling meeting space, attrition, 

and penalty fees; all of which directly benefit 

you and the future of General Assembly. Addi-

tionally, the UUA is able to negotiate on behalf 

of our block of attendees for sustainability and 

accessibility requirements. 

FAITHIFY has a proven record of helping peo-

ple get to General Assembly. Crowdfunding is a 

democratic, grassroots, and increasingly com-

mon tool to fund GA travel and registration ex-

penses. When we contribute to a GA scholarship 

campaign, we welcome more people to be full 

participants in the largest gathering of our faith 

community. Get inspired at FAITHIFY.org. 

Pittsburgh 

Pittsburgh sits at the confluence of the Alleghe-

ny, Monongahela and Ohio rivers, and is home 

to some of the more beautiful American bridges. 

Pittsburgh is affordable, has temperate summers, 

and is known for its friendly and sincere resi-

dents. The city is home to many cultural attrac-

tions including the Carnegie Museums and Li-

brary, the Andy Warhol Museum, and Phipps 

Conservatory and Botanical Gardens. Once the 

epitome of American industrial power,  

It’s Time to Think About General Assembly!  

Christina Fulton, Director of Operations & Finance 

https://www.uua.org/ga
https://www.faithify.org/
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Pittsburgh has recently seen 

new waves of changes that 

have turned it into a vibrant 

destination for visitors. Hop 

on the Duquesne Incline to 

get to the top of Mount 

Washington, or visit the 

Senator John Heinz History 

Center's exhibitions on the 

city’s history, its baseball 

and football legacies, and 

Heinz products. 

Excellent Programming 

GA will offer dozens of outstanding program-

ming selections (workshops, panel discussions, 

worship services, and other presentations) over 

the course of five days. Programs will provide 

attendees with concrete and usable tools to fur-

ther the work, and the balance needed to explore 

multiple identity-based and theological perspec-

tives. The theme for General Assembly 2023 is 

"Faithfully Becoming." 

Like Unitarian Universalism, GA offers a wealth 

of theological diversity. A variety of worship 

choices are offered throughout GA. The Service 

of the Living Tradition is where we commemo-

rate fellowshipped and credentialed religious 

leaders, those who have died, those who have 

completed active service, and welcome those 

who have received fellowship or credentialed 

status in the past year. Sunday Morning Wor-

ship at GA is a powerful, communal worship 

experience and is the largest annual gathering of 

UUs in Worship. 

Each year a distinguished guest speaker is invit-

ed to address the General Assembly as the Ware 

Lecturer. Recent lecturers have included Stacey 

Abrams, Bryan Stevenson, and Cornel West. The 

2023 Ware Lecturer will be announced soon. 

Financial Support Available 

The UUA is committed to the goal of making GA 

accessible to as many attendees as possible. Go to 

UUA.org/GA to learn about scholarships to sup-

port delegates - particularly those from margin-

alized groups - and volunteer opportunities 

(work in exchange for registration). The Society 

also has some financial support available for 

those from our congregation attending 

GA. Contact Christina at xina@uusociety.org if 

you are interested in receiving financial support. 

Congregational Participation from Off-Site 

The votes that GA delegates cast have a huge im-

pact on Unitarian Universalism. They determine 

our elected leaders, amend the bylaws and rules 

that govern our Association, and shape the jus-

tice work that we do as a movement. If you are 

interested in serving as a delegate from your 

congregation, let Christina know by emailing her 

at xina@uusociety.org.   

Technology provides opportunities to connect  

on-site participants with those who participate 

from off-site. GA has transformed into a multi-

Continued from previous page 

General Assembly 

https://www.uua.org/ga
mailto:xina@uusociety.org
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platform meeting—incorporating off-site partici-

pation, live-streaming of events, and a dynamic 

event app to create an interactive experience for 

in-person and virtual attendees. 

Accessibility 

The UUA is committed to addressing the inclu-

sion of all people, whatever their abilities might 

be, in all GA activities. Beyond the physical ac-

cessibility of the facilities we use—ramps, cap-

tioning, seating cut-outs, etc.—we endeavor to 

take the next step: to truly welcome people with 

disabilities into every facet of GA. 

Children 

All children are welcome to attend GA events 

with their parents or guardians. Children who 

have not yet entered high school (or its equiva-

lent) are welcome to attend GA events with their 

parents or guardians at no cost but are still re-

quired to register. For parents who need child-

care, Children’s Programs are available Thurs-

day, Friday and Saturday during GA. Register 

for Children’s Programs at UUA.org/GA. 

Youth 

Attending the annual General Assembly as a 

high school aged youth (grades 9-12 in the pre-

ceding school year, or the equivalent for home-

schooled youth) is an incredible experience. Not 

only do you get to worship, witness, learn and 

connect in a multigenerational continental com-

munity, you can get to know hundreds of other 

youth and participate in making an impact on 

the Association through the democratic process. 

In Conclusion 

We encourage all who are interested in partici-

pating in GA to register soon. You can find all 

the information you need by going to UUA.org/

GA. 

YUUth Group Mt. Philo trip, January 15, 2023. Images: Erika Reif 
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Sunday Faith Development program for children & youth, January 2023 
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