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FAIRBANKS — One day the Stroecker Foundation could be as important to Fairbanks as the 

Rasmuson Foundation is to all of Alaska. 

For the late Bill Stroecker, Fairbanks was the best place in the world. 

He walked to work almost every day for 60 years. He belonged to lots of organizations, watched 

baseball games in summer, trained dogs, hunted, and perfected the arts of fly fishing and trumpet 

playing. He learned Fairbanks history firsthand and enjoyed his friends. 

When the end came last November at 90, he could look back on experiences in Alaska as rich as 

anything in the vault of the bank where he spent his working hours. 

Stroecker loved traveling to his 17 cabins, spread from Manley to Paxson Lake. Most of them 

were Spartan affairs, furnished in a simple manner. Whichever cabin he was in at the moment 

was his favorite. 

During his prime, he covered great distances on snowshoes and cut wood with a handsaw. At 

many of his cabins, he built up a 20-year fuel supply. 

He was a widower, who had no children. Decades in Fairbanks gave him many interests in life, 

all of which are reflected in his will. 

Stroecker was wealthy, though you couldn’t tell by looking at him. He did not go in for 

ostentatious displays. He drove old cars, got his money’s worth out of his clothes and lived in an 

old house. He was a low-key donor to all sorts of local groups. 

We won’t know for some time just how much his estate was worth, but I’ve heard people 

speculate it could be $20 million or $40 million. If that low estimate is close to being correct, a 

payout of 5 percent per year could mean his foundation will distribute $1 million per year. When 

the foundation is up and running, a process that could take time, the guesswork on these numbers 

will end. 

Many of his assets, such as his royalty interests in oil and gas leases, may be hard to put a dollar 

figure on. 

In his will, he wrote he didn’t want the trustees to sell those leases. 

mailto:cole@newsminer.com


“I am a patient and long-term investor and my desire and wish is that my trustees be patient and 

long-term investors as well,” he wrote. 

What we do know is this: The will calls for the creation of the W.G. Stroecker Foundation, an 

entity that could provide financial aid to 50 organizations, most of them nonprofit groups in 

Fairbanks. 

Stroecker’s will states 28 members of his extended family are to get $10,000 each, while three 

others are in line for $50,000 each. He also directed that $700,000 go for a separate account to 

benefit the National Rifle Association. 

His cabins are to be sold for the benefit of the Stroecker Foundation. 

He owned part of a limited liability company holding more than 150 acres off Farmers Loop, 

known as the Stroecker Farm, and directed that the property not be subdivided or developed in 

any way. He suggested it be used for wildlife studies or agricultural uses. 

“It is my strong desire that the 50 acres of such property that is cleared and is cultivated, cut or 

plowed from time-to-time continue to be cultivated, cut or plowed so that the willows and trees 

do not invade the field,” he said. 

Stroecker was an avid collector of books about Alaska and the Arctic. He said it was his “strong 

desire” the collection remain in one piece and be donated to a public library or some other 

charitable organization. 

The most personal line in his will deals with his hopes for the charities he supported. 

He said he didn’t want to support “any qualified charitable organization which is or has become 

what I would characterize as ‘left wing’ or ‘greenie’; the trustees shall abide by my directions in 

this regard.” 

The trustees getting that directive are Don Dennis, Ted Cox, Jerry Walker, Richard Heieren, 

Cory Borgeson and Richard Hompesch. 

Stroecker included Judicial Watch, the Mountain States Legal Foundation, the Pacific Legal 

Foundation, the NRA Foundation, Accuracy in Media and a few other national conservative 

groups as charities he had in mind to help. 

Through his will, Stroecker has created an important legacy for the town he loved. 

Dermot Cole can be reached at cole@newsminer.com or 459-7530. 
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